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Sale, St. Paul’s
‘Serving God and the community’

50p

Dear Friends

Harry getting confirmed. Harry was in
his early 80’s, had fought in the Second
World War and had come to the
conclusion that given the brutality and
horror of what he’d experienced there
couldn’t possibly be a God. He had lived
with that conviction ever since. It was
only when his middle-aged son went
through a difficult time in his life that his
grand-son who was 10 years old and
recently confirmed, persuaded them to
come along to church- which met in the
local school. Harry came along to support
his son and grand-son, but a few weeks
later Harry and myself met by chance in
the local supermarket and started to have
quite an in-depth conversation. Harry
asked if he could come along to the
confirmation sessions as he wanted to
learn more. Harry was by far the most
attentive of my adult candidates- asking
lots of questions and always wanting to
go deeper into the texts that we were
looking at. He also started to engage in
praying on a daily basis - he felt he had
plenty of time on his hands so why not
use it to pray more? His prayers were
both intentional and open to the Holy
Spirit’s guidance. He prayed each day for
5 different people known to him. On the
day of his confirmation his son and grandson came along to support him and I
remember him giving them the thumbs up
after the Bishop had laid hands on him
and prayed over him. Harry spoke about
feeling a sense of a burden being lifted
and joy in his heart. He had rediscovered
God’s presence.

Well Easter is upon us and despite the
supermarket shelves being cleared of eggs
during the bank holiday, we remain in the
Easter season until the day of Pentecost
which this year falls on Sunday June 5th
that very special 4-day bank holiday
weekend where as a nation we are coming
together to celebrate and give thanks for
HM the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. She is
the first British monarch to celebrate 70
years of service and as we know from her
speeches and writing she has always been
very clear about her sense of
responsibility and duty.
In a book
published by the Bible Society to
commemorate her 90th Birthday, the
Queen wrote about how important faith
has been to her. She writes that...'through
triumphs and tragedies, great advances in
science and technology ....through
enduring war, conflict and terrible
suffering on an unprecedented scale...
through it all' ....her faith has always been
there.
And so it seems entirely
appropriate on the day of Pentecost as we
celebrate the gifts of the Holy Spirit being
poured out upon the church and the
church’s birthday, that we welcome into
church those who desire to be confirmed
as members of the Church of England and
our Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. If you are
aware of anyone who is in school years
5/6 and above or any adults who would
like to reaffirm the decisions made at their
baptism (or indeed would like to be
baptised) please do get in touch. A few
years ago a chance conversation across
the supermarket fruit and veg aisle led to
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There have been a handful of folk who
have spoken to me about re-discovering a
sense of faith through Holy Week and
Easter services and thank you to those who
have got in touch. Please do remember to
record, write down, doodle, take a photo,
light a candle or whatever it is that helps
you to keep in touch with God’s presence.
If you’d like to explore questions of faith
further there will be some resources
coming soon for you to borrow and some
sessions on an Intro to Christian faith
which will be open to all. Just let me know
if you’re interested!

Many Thanks from
John Clisset
My 90th Birthday was celebrated in March
in the Church Hall on a number of
occasions and thanks are due to some very
good friends. Joy Marshall, Julie Corner
and Sophie Corner organised and catered
for a “drop in” on Saturday 12th afternoon
with assistance from Alan Marshall and
Geoff Corner and thanks are due to them.

Yours in faith,
Rev Becky
Email: revbmathewstpaulsale@gmail.com
Tel: 0161 2178795

Next day, at the end of Sunday Morning
Service all sang "Happy Birthday to John"
with my very good friends, the Choir and
organ accompaniment, surely a first in
Church.
The Vicar invited the
Congregation into the Church Hall for
coffee and the cutting of a Birthday Cake
made by Carole Shakeshaft again thanks
are due to everyone.

Tuesday Group
After our Easter holiday break, we shall be
meeting again on 10th May at the usual
time of 1.15pm. Dr Jean Robinson will be
giving us an illustrated talk entitled China
then and now!
We shall also need definite numbers for
the outing to Clayton Park Manchester on
Tuesday 14th June which Carole has arranged for us. She has kindly said she is
happy to drive 6 people and for everyone
else there is an easy journey by Metro. We
do need 10 people to say they are going as
that is the minimum group accepted. It
costs £6 to get in and there are excellent
refreshments available! We would aim to
arrive between 10.45am and 11 am and to
leave at 2.30pm.

My Birthday was on the Wednesday 16th
March 2022.
On Friday the 18th, the Community Choir
had cakes provided by Kevin Drury and
this coincided with me playing the piano
for the Choir. My thanks to Kevin and the
Community Choir.
St Paul's Church has always been a big
part of my life and so the above
Celebrations were very appropriate. If I
have omitted anyone, I apologise and
thank all who took part and all who sent or
gave Birthday cards to me, too numerous
to thank you individually.

Looking forward to seeing you all again.
Diana
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Wow!

Some folk at St Paul’s,
including me, have just finished the Lent
course ‘Living in Love and faith’ with its
focus on identity, relationships, sexuality
and marriage.

In our group we discussed the ‘Inclusive
Church’ movement with its focus on a
genuine loving, warm welcome and
acceptance of all people, whatever their
ethnicity, social status, disability/ability,
sexual orientation, economic or
relationship status and whatever else and
whether St Paul’s congregation may wish
to formally become a member of
‘Inclusive Church’.

The Bishops of the Church of England
commissioned the course to enable honest
and open conversations about the four
topics during our study but also, and just
as importantly, within our churches.

We were also encouraged to reflect
theologically asking ourselves where is
God in all of this, not only from a biblical
authority perspective but taking into
account tradition, reason and experience.

There were video clips depicting the lives
of both lay and ordained Christian people
in very different types of relationships.
Some were same sex relationships some
were heterosexual relationships and some
were people who were in relationships
and who were transitioning from one sex
to another. What was common in all the
videos was that everyone was ‘Living in
Love and Faith’, deep love and deep faith
and I found the presentations very
moving.

All in all, I thoroughly enjoyed the course
and hope upon hope that somehow as a
church we can continue the conversations
around identity, relationships, sexuality
and marriage and the wider ‘Inclusive
Church’ agenda.
Yours In Christ
Yvonne Kerridge
Licensed Pastoral Worker

There were also relevant Bible studies and
guided group discussions which allowed
frank, lively, open conversations.
The course helped us to understand one
another’s view points and perspectives,
not only within a Christian, biblical
framework but within a societal
framework too. It also helped us to agree
or disagree with each other in loving and
respectful ways.
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St Paul’s Community Choir

We are all looking forward to our meeting
on Friday 3rd June for our Jubilee
Singalong and Tea. This will consist of
half an hour of singing followed by
refreshments and chat.

We will then break for summer with the
Autumn term due to start on Friday 9
September 2022
We meet at 1:30pm and conclude at
2:30pm with a midway break for
refreshments. We welcome singers of all
abilities and provide a safe space for those
with dementia and/or memory loss to
come along with their carers/family. In
addition, we are welcome younger
members to attend and welcome
suggestions for new songs.

Given this is a Public Holiday we will not
be in our usual rush to leave the Hall - we
can take our time.
Whether you are a regular choir member
or not please feel welcome to attend and
share in our celebration.
Dates for the “Summer” term are as
follows:
April: Friday 29
May: Fridays 6, 13, 20 & 27
June: Fridays 3, 17 & 24
(Friday 10th June is half term)
July: Fridays 1, 8, 15 & 22

Please contact us via the church office by
email of telephone for more information.

Men’s Society
The March meeting was postponed
due to a clash with a PCC meeting but
11 members enjoyed a meal and chat
at Borello’s Restaurant in Sale on
April 5th.
It is hoped to have a meeting in May
with details to be announced.
Rodney Hadwen

7

Revd Dr Jo White continues her series on aspects of Christianity.

Reflected Faith Series:
The Meaning of Colours - part 1
In March, April and May this year the
coloured frontal of the altar will have
been changed many times – as will the
colour of the priest’s vestments.

‘Plain’ White will be used for the Easter
Season signifying purity and Christ’s
triumph over death until Ascension Day
on 26th May. This, being a special and
more significant day in the life, death and
resurrection of Christ, goes to gold again:
then immediately back to white for the
next ten days.

Each colour – and there can be as many as
six in a church’s store – has a different
meaning. They reflect the significance of
that day or the season.
In March purple was used as a symbol of
penitence, as we were in Lent and trying
to prepare ourselves for Christ’s final act
of love for each of us.

On the day of Pentecost itself, Whit
Sunday, 5th June, the colour will be? Yes,
you got it, red for flames of fire.
This month:
Watch out for the changing colours
indicating the special meanings that day
has in the life of the church. If you could
choose a different colour for a different or
even one of the same meanings, what
would you choose and why? In June it
will all change again, so we’ll consider
those next month.

Holy Week – the time of Christ’s final
journey – was denoted by the colour
red. Red, the colour of blood, is used for
feasts of martyrs as well as those for the
Holy Spirit – when it more likely
represents his flames of ‘fire’ which
rested on those in the Upper Room.
Maundy Thursday, we switched to white
for any Communion service, as this
celebrates the remembrance of the first
Communion with His apostles which He
commanded us to continue.
Good Friday, and we were back to red.
Then on Easter Sunday, the day of the
greatest Christian Celebration, we entered
to an altar bedecked in gold or the
‘whitest’ with the most elaborate
decoration the church possesses.

40 years ago, 27th-28th May 1982 that the
Battle of Goose Green took place during
the Falklands War.
8

A small selection of images from our
Holy Week and Easter Celebrations
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St Paul’s needs your help!
We have 3 key volunteer roles that urgently are needing to be filled. As we need to
follow Safer Recruitment guidelines, job descriptions have been prepared which are
located the back of church.
Firstly as we heard on Palm Sunday, Harry Thomas is stepping down from the Church
Warden’s role this coming APCM. We therefore will have a vacancy come the APCM.
Churchwardens are elected officers and so anyone who wishes to offer their assistance
in this way must fill out a nomination form from the back of church and find a proposer
and seconder. The voting takes place at a special meeting before the start of the APCM,
in some places it’s known as the vestry meeting. Churchwardens need to have been
baptised, on the church electoral roll and a regular communicant members of the Church
of England. They are to look after the buildings, keep them in good order and ensure that
ministry and worship can take place by collaborating with clergy and those involved in
leading worship.
Secondly we are looking to recruit a volunteer Church Treasurer- a person who is happy
to be named as such and is prepared to work alongside others on a finance team. Ideally
we need someone who is able to use the accounting software that is used by parishes - the
Diocese run regular training to help new treasurers and are always on the end of the
phone should you require assistance. Again a role description has been prepared and
these duties can be shared with others on the finance team such as writing up of reports
for PCC.
Church Finance Team members - if you are interested in helping to manage the church
finances, are a good communicator, fill in grant forms, encourage giving and promote
good stewardship of our resources please get in touch with Vicar Becky.
Thirdly in order to be able to offer our Church Hall for use in the wider community and
maintain a regular flow of income, we need a volunteer Hall Bookings Officer. You will
need to manage the bookings diary, liaise with potential hirers via phone, email, text and
arrange for unlocking/locking up of the building. You will need to produce invoices (this
could be done in cooperation with the finance team) and be prepared to handle monies
when necessary. You will need to be a good communicator as this role requires you to
engage with both church membership and hirers. Again a Role description has been
prepared.
As all three of these roles require handling of finances and are senior leadership positions
it is required that we undertake a Disclosure Barring Service check and that you
undertake the Church of England’s safeguarding training as required for each role.
If you would like to know more about these roles please do get in touch with Vicar Becky
or Churchwardens; Yvonne and Harry or our current Treasurer Brian.
11

Nigel Beeton writes: ‘Now our thoughts are overshadowed by the terrible situation in the
Ukraine. I looked at the masses of people on the station platforms, and I thought, “only a
couple of months ago, each one of those people had a life, a home, a shop to buy food,
perhaps somewhere to grow daffodils, maybe a church to worship God, and their own
hopes and dreams for the future. Now they are just part of a mass of people shuffling
towards a westbound train.’

The Refugee
All that I was, I no longer am
All that I have, I hold in my hand
My home, my love, my world are all gone
One among thousands, I shuffle along.
Only last week I knew who I was
All that has gone, and only because
Someone in a land a long way away
Turned life into hell one terrible day.
He started a war, his heart icy cold
He rained down his hell on the young and the old
I ran for my life for I had no choice
And nobody heard the fear in my voice.
Everything’s gone, and all that is ‘me’
Summed up in a word – the word ‘refugee’.
I have no control, no say in my fate
Just one in a crowd, I stand and I wait.
Waiting for what? The future’s unclear,
For armed men have taken all that I held dear
Along with my hopes, and all I had planned
All swept away by the tanks in my land.
One thing alone puts a smile on my face
A far nicer stranger has come to this place;
A bed for the night? A cup of hot tea?
And - best of all - someone who sees me as me.

12

You and your loved ones are invited to
attend a joint Pentecost Confirmation
and Celebration of the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee service on Sunday 5th
June at 2.30pm in St Paul’s Church
Sale. The Confirmation will be led by
Bishop Sam of Stockport who will also be
preaching.

We will need a team of folk to help with
furniture moving, cake baking, washing
up and waitressing! Please contact Carole
Shakeshaft / Michael Riley or any
member of the social committee if you
can help.

Followed by an Afternoon Tea at 4pm on
the church lawn at which Churches
Together friends and members of the
Salvation Army Brass Band and
Springfield School Choir will be present
for a special ‘Songs of Praise’.

All hands on deck please!

This a quick note to say thank
you to all the people who made
delicious cakes to sell in aid of
the Ukrainian Appeal. In case you
haven’t seen the result on the
Pew Sheet, this is to let you know
that £382 was raised.
What a magnificent achievement!
Thank you
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First Sunday of the Month
Informal Evening Prayer
Just a reminder that on the first Sunday of
the month at 6pm there is an informal
evening prayer using music from the
Taizé community, bible readings and
prayer stations. These are set up around
the church for folks to join in as much or
as little as they wish. Time is set aside
during the service which can be used for
contemplative prayer and reflection or
‘hands on’ active prayers. All ages and
abilities are welcome, you might like to
invite a friend or neighbour.

We meet for approx. 40 minutes, evening
prayer starts at 6pm.
Don’t forget each week at the back of
church are the ‘Roots at Home’ and Roots
‘Activity Sheets’ which you can pick up
and take home to help with your weekly
journey with Jesus. This can also be
taken to friends and church members who
might not be able to join with worship inbuilding still.

The travellers
They travelled together sad and forlorn
With all of their dreams shattered and torn,
It started so well, their hopes were high
Never to guess that He would die.

They listened enraptured as slowly they saw
The purpose of God revealed in the Law
The Prophets and Psalms, it’s all about Him
The One who should come and rescue from sin.

The Man joined the two as they walked along,
He asked why their faces were sad and long,
‘Have you not heard?’ disbelieving they cried
‘How the One we followed was crucified?’

O that eyes should be opened and scripture
made plain,
To see Christ in its pages again and again,
That just like the travellers I too should see
The Master, the Saviour dying for me.

Opening the scriptures He began to unfold
How the Christ should suffer as written of old,
It was not a disaster, but all of God’s plan
That one should come as Redeemer of man.

By Megan Carter
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Toilet Twining – many thanks to those
who donated monies towards our Lenten
charity this year, we have raised enough
to twin 3 of our toilets with latrines in the
Democratic Republic of Congo. ToiletTwining is just a simple way of raising
monies for areas where there is either
poor or no provision for sanitation
facilities.

Many women and young girls are affected
by the lack of any toilet facilities as they
are vulnerable to unwanted advances
whilst going about their daily ablutions.
The provision of a latrine with running
water located in a public area means
they have both privacy and preserve
their modesty. You will notice special
certificates going up in our toilets
which shows the GPS coordinates of
our twinned toilets and there is a
special interactive UK map which we
are now on!

Civic Service — The Falklands —
40 years Commemoration
On Sunday 19th June St Paul’s will be
hosting a civic service for the
Commemoration Service for the 40th
Anniversary of the Falklands War during
our normal time slot of 10am. This will
take the form of a Service of the Word
with prayers, hymns, music and readings
and will be around 40-50 minutes.

closed during this time, although there
will be access to the church car-park via
Sibson Road.

We will be joined by cadets and members
of the Armed Forces from the local area
who will be processing to the Town Hall
after the service to lay wreaths at the War
Memorial. Springfield Road will be

If you are able to help with stewarding,
welcoming and car-parking please have a
chat with Vicar Becky and the Church
Wardens.

All are welcome to attend and there will
be an area of the church designated for
church members as well as reserved
seating for cadets and those taking part.
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Who’s Who?
Members of the Parochial Church
Council (not mentioned on the
back page)
Diana Kelly
Carole Shakeshaft
Paula Hughes
Amanda Pearson
Joyce Green
Jean Law
Fiona Vaughan-Thomas

973-4578
969-6319
973-5121
07989138644
973-0396
962-6761

Handyman Harry
Need a helping hand then
contact Harry Thomas
Tel: 0161-969-4397

Sunshine Window Cleaning Company
The Local Reliable Window Cleaner
Cleaning the Panes, Frames and Sills using the latest water fed pole
system, ensuring perfect results every time
Tricky windows and conservatory roofs handled with ease.
A family run business with customer satisfaction the only priority.
No Smears
No Ladders

No Streaks
No Hassle

To see the difference, contact us now for prompt service.
Tel 0161 9734910 Mob 07921 766022
e-mail enquiries@sunshinewindowclean.co.uk
31 Woodbourne Road M33 3SY

Viking Launderette
15 Ashton Lane
Sale
Tel: 0161-973-8575
07846 79655

Arthur Gresty Limited
Trafford Funeral Homes

Pick-Up and Delivery
Service available on
request

24 hour personal family attention from
a local independent company
Private Chapels of Rest
Tel: 0161-973-1515

ASHBROOKS
Quality Furniture, Beds and Carpets
Visit our showrooms at:16-20 Washway Road, Sale
Telephone: 0161-973-3406
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May 2022
1st May
Easter 3
3rd May
4th May
6th May
8th May

Sunday

10th May
11th May

Tuesday
Wednesday

13th May
Friday
th
15 May
Sunday
Easter 4
17th May
Tuesday
th
18 May
Wednesday
th
20 May
Friday
nd
22 May
Sunday
Easter 5
24th May
Tuesday
th
25 May
Wednesday
th
26 May
Thursday
Ascension Day
27th May
Friday
29th May
Sunday
Easter 6
31st May
Tuesday

10.00am
Parish Eucharist
6.00pm
Evening Prayer
9.30am
Babes & Tots
10.00am
Midweek Communion
1.30pm
Community Choir
10.00am
Parish Eucharist with Baptism
6.00pm
Evening Prayer
Deadline for the June Parish News
9.30am
Babes & Tots
10.00am
Midweek Communion
7.30pm
Annual Church Meetings
1.30pm
Community Choir
10.00am
Parish Eucharist
6.00pm
Evening Prayer
9.30am
Babes & Tots
10.00am
Midweek Communion
1.30pm
Community Choir
10.00am
Parish Eucharist
6.00pm
Evening Prayer
9.30am
Babes & Tots
10.00am
No Service
7.30pm
Parish Eucharist
Thy Kingdom Come begins
1.30pm
Community Choir
10.00am
Parish Eucharist
6.00pm
Evening Prayer
9.30am
Babes & Tots

1stJune
Wednesday
rd
3 June
Friday
th
5 June
Sunday
Pentecost
Platinum Jubilee

10.00am
1.30pm
10.00am
2.30pm
4.00pm

Tuesday
Wednesday
Friday
Sunday

Midweek Communion
Community Choir
No Service
Confirmation with Bishop Sam
Jubilee Afternoon Tea with
Songs of Praise

Please check the weekly pew sheets for any service changes that may occur.
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The Changing
Reflections of Mary (Mark 16: v1-8)
Our eyes seeing the same mountains,
The gentle touching of our hands,
Simply breathing the same air,
Pleasures unrecognised till now,
Gone….
In the changing.

The Annual Parochial Church
Meeting takes place on
Wednesday 11th May at 7.30pm.
If you’re thinking about standing
for PCC please do pick up a
nomination form.
If you’ve being regularly attending
worship over the last 6 months,
why not join the electoral roll? The
electoral roll is essentially our
membership list and you can have
voting rights and be nominated as
a PCC trustee.

In the certainty of our grieving,
You surprise us, Lord,
You are not where we know that you should be.
In the moving of the stone, Lord,
You surprise us,
In our sorrow, we don’t see Your victory.
But you told us, Lord,
Prepared us for the changing,
In your grace, foretold the triumph of Your death.
In the changing from despair to resurrection
You surprise us and transform us
By rebirth.
Our opened eyes can see beyond the mountains,
Now we’re held forever in Your arms,
The air we breathe is Your life-giving Spirit,
Gloriously given…….
In the changing.
By Daphne Kitching

Future Dates and Events
Annual Parochial Church Meeting
11th May
Thy Kingdom Come
26th May– 5th June
Pentecost Confirmation and Platinum Jubilee Afternoon Tea Sunday 5th June
Festival Manchester 2022
1st to 3rd July in Wythenshawe Park
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St. Paul’s Parish Directory
Vicar:
Revd. Becky Mathew 217-8795 / 07584 604627
Email: revbmathewstpaulsale@gmail.com
Associate Minister
Revd. Dr Margaret Jones
973-7790
Churchwardens:
Harry Thomas
*
969-4397
Yvonne Stevenson
*
283-1065
Reader
Michael Riley
*
969-2795
Pastoral Workers:
Yvonne Kerridge
*
962-4066
Karen Salisbury
*
283-8309
Treasurer to the PCC:
Brian Hirst
*
969-8463
Secretary to the PCC:
Karen Salisbury
*
283-8309
Director of Music:
Anne Allen
*
01925-763103
Assistant Organists:
John Clisset
962-2096
Kevin Drury
962-7963
Donald Brooks
Safeguarding Officer
Carole Shakeshaft
*
969-6319
Parish Giving Officer
Brian Kerridge
*
962-4066
Electoral Roll Officer:
Yvonne Stevenson
*
283-1065
Parish News Editor:
Karen Salisbury
*
283-8309
Bible Reading Fellowship:
Rachel Lee
*
973-1282
Men’s Society:
Michael Riley
*
969-2795
Women’s Tuesday Group:
Hilary Moore
*
969-1831
St. Paul’s Babes & Tots
Rachel Lee
*
973-1282
Tower Warden:
Ian Moore
0787-670-6834
Christian Aid:
Anita Evans
973-4679
Children’s Society Rep:
Sheila Clarke
962-4678
Church Hall Bookings:
Vacant
th
4 Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Rainbows, Brownies & Guides
Vicky Williams
07986 525898
Parish Office
Parish Office e-mail
Hall Bookings

973-1042
salestpaul@aol.com
(as above)

Names above marked with * are members of the Parochial Church Council.
Please note that Vicar Becky is part-time and her working hours are flexible.
She might not be able to reply or respond immediately to your calls and emails.

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Parish Organisations affiliated to St Paul’s
The following groups meet in St Paul’s Church Hall unless otherwise stated.
9.30am-11am
St. Paul’s Babes & Tots
6.15pm
4th Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Brownies
7.30pm
4th Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Guides
1.00pm
Women’s Tuesday Group (2nd of every month)
9.30am-11am
7.30pm
8.00pm
1.30pm-2.30pm
5.30pm
10.30am

St. Paul’s Babes & Tots (currently not meeting)
Chorister Training and Choir Practice
Men’s Society (last of every month Sept to May but not Dec)
Community Choir
4th Sale Central (St Paul’s) Rainbows
Charity Coffee Morning
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