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Dear friends, 

 

The beginning of February is when the 

Church marks Candlemas or ‘The 

Presentation of Christ at the Temple’ and 

marks the official end if you like of 

Christmas.  Cribs are finally taken down 

and packed away as we begin our 

preparations for the season of Lent.  The 

observance of Lent is for many Christians 

is a season of spiritual spring-cleaning, a 

time of denial and austerity.  Ironically 

pre-pandemic I would have been talking 

about a society where anything and 

everything seems to be available at all 

times, but since that first lockdown in 

March 2020, we have realised how fragile 

our supply and logistics systems are, how 

much of our manufacturing and 

production takes place overseas and that a 

container ship stuck in the Suez canal has 

huge implications for retailers in the UK.  

As shops shelves ran empty we learnt , I 

hope, the value of generosity and 

kindness, as people knocked on 

neighbour’s doors and met for perhaps the 

first time as ‘stay at home’ working 

enabled those encounters to take place.  

Two years on, we are still living with 

Covid-19, the NHS continues to be 

overwhelmed and waiting lists are longer 

and longer, schools wrestle with higher 

than normal absence rates of both staff 

and pupils, the hospitality and tourism 

industry continues struggling and we have 

a Prime Minister who seems to have a 

turned a blind eye to the observance of 

lockdown rules in his home displaying a 

somewhat cavalier attitude—that, while 

some were making sacrifices – whether in 

terms of not seeing loved ones, missing 

out on family events or attending funerals 

including the sovereign of the country – 

others were meeting and drinking 

together in a grotesque sign of contempt 

that has drawn national anger. Solidarity? 

What solidarity? 

 

I must admit that after watching the 

national news I try to find something I 

can tune into that gives me a sense of 

hope and perspective.  One of my 

favourite shows to tune into is ‘Call the 

Midwife’ for the benefit of those who 

aren’t watchers, the series revolves 

around a group of nurse midwives who 

live and work at the fictional convent of 

‘Nonnatus House’ set in the East End of 

London in the late 1950s and 1960s.  The 

series was created by Heidi Thomas 

originally based on the memoirs of 

Jennifer Worth who worked with the 

Community of St John the Divine, an 

Anglican religious order of midwife-

trained nun which was founded as a 

nursing order in 1849. 

 

 



 

3 

Solidarity is very much a feature of the 

show, the characters are rooted firmly in 

the East End and it’s people’s.  The latest 

episode I watched featured a story about 

meths drinkers and the solidarity displayed 

by nuns and nursing staff in ministering 

and caring for those with long term 

alcoholic addiction particularly shown in 

the staying alongside, keeping watch over 

the men during their final hours.  The nuns 

sat alongside and offered prayers for the 

repose of the soul at death and the newly 

qualified nurse brought a gift of yellow 

buttercups to the man who had lost his 

mother during his childhood and had held 

onto the memory of her asking him if he 

loved butter.  I was reminded of the loving 

care of staff in both nursing homes and 

hospitals who stayed alongside the dying 

whose families were not permitted visits 

during those early days of lockdown.  

Those who also sit alongside the bedsides 

of strangers in lieu of loved ones.  In the 

show one of the nuns was asked how she 

did it, seeing people so broken and how 

she continued to minister in difficult 

circumstances.  Her answer, as she 

admitted, was simple, it was giving that 

what was needed which was “just love, 

most of the time”. 

 

Let’s keep on showing our love to one 

another, by caring for both friend and 

stranger, being prepared to both 

acknowledge and be aware of our own 

brokenness and continuing to pray for 

insight and wisdom into how we build 

each other up in solidarity and hope 

through whatever the next few months 

hold for us.  

 

Yours in faith, 

Vicar Becky 

From the Vicar and 
Churchwardens 

 
Covid-19 Risk Assessment 

 
From January 27th it is no longer a legal 

requirement to wear a face-covering whilst 

in-building, however the government 

recommends you continue to wear one in 

crowded and enclosed spaces.  

 

The wearing of a face-covering properly 

(fully covering your nose and mouth) 

helps everyone in that it helps protect you 

from me, and me from you from the 

spread of the virus. 

 

We will also be asking you to socially-

distance wherever possible and to continue 

to sanitise your hands on entering and 

leaving the building.  

 

If you have any symptoms of Covid-19 

please do not attend church. Services are 

live-streamed via Facebook, you do not 

need to have a Facebook account to watch 

these services.  

 

If you test positive for Covid 24 hours 

after attending a service or being in the 

building attending a group, please inform 

the Churchwardens and/or Vicar as soon as 

possible. This is for the purpose of deep 

cleaning.  

The Pancake Party will 

be taking place on 

Saturday 26th February at 

St Paul’s Church Hall.  

 

Please see posters for 

more information or 

c o n t a c t  C a r o l e 

Shakeshaft on 0161 

9696319. 
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Tuesday Group 
 

We were very grateful last month when the 

Revd. Margaret Jones stepped in at the last 

minute and gave us a talk entitled 

‘Funerals—why have ‘em?’  It was very 

entertaining, with anecdotes about funerals 

she had taken or attended.   We also 

learned that it was probably the Victorians 

who made funerals a taboo subject, 

‘invented’ the coffin, the hearse, black 

clothes etc and began the rise of the 

funeral director. 

 

Thank you again Margaret. 

 

February is the time of our AGM.  Please 

make every effort to attend as we have 

important decisions to make about the 

future finances of the group. 

 

See you at 1.15pm on 8th February! 

 

Diana 

Community Choir 
 

St Paul’s Community Choir are now 

meeting only in school term time using the 

Church Hall. The Church was a less 

popular venue with choir members and the 

Church Hall is used as a holiday club 

during school holidays including half 

terms. 

 

Dates for the current “Spring” term from 

February 2022 are as follows:  

February: Fridays 4, 11 & 25 (18 is 

half term) 

March: Fridays – 4, 11, 18 & 25 

April: Fridays 1, 8 (There will be a 

break for Easter and choir will 

resume 29 April. 

 

We meet at 1:30pm and conclude at 

2:30pm with a midway break for 

refreshments. We welcome singers of all 

abilities and provide a safe space for those 

with dementia and/or memory loss to 

come along with their carers/family. In 

addition we welcome younger members 

and encourage suggestions for new songs. 

 

Please get in touch with us via the church 

office by email or telephone for more 

information.  

Trees can help prevent you getting 

depressed. At least, you are less 

likely to be on antidepressants if you 

live on a tree-lined street. 

 

That is the finding of a survey by the 

Forestry Commission, which looked 

for the first time at the mental health 

value of our forests and woodlands. 

Apparently, they save the NHS 

something like £185million in 

antidepressants each year. 

 

A spokesman at Mind, the mental 

health charity, said: “Although 

many of us feel like hibernating in 

winter, getting outside in green 

spaces and making the most of the 

little daylight we get can really 

benefit both your physical and 

mental health.” 

What a tree can do for you 
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Living in Love & Faith Lent Course 

 

St Paul’s will be hosting an zoom online 

LLF course every Wednesday evening 7-

9pm in Lent, beginning Wednesday 9th 

March for 5 weeks. 

 

The Church of England is keenly aware 

that issues of gender and sexuality are 

intrinsic to people’s experience; their 

sense of identity; their lives and the 

loving relationships that shape and 

sustain them.  The LLF course introduces 

us to resources from biblical, historical, 

sociological, theological and the 

biological sciences to explore these 

issues.  The Church of England’s General 

Synod has asked parishes to engage with 

these resources with a view to further 

discussion by Synod. 

 

Please contact Vicar Becky by 20th 

February if you’re interested in joining 

the sessions. Further info including how 

to access zoom will be sent to you by the 

end of February.  

Vicar Becky is keen to build up a small li-

brary of books and small group resources 

that will be kept in church and available 

for borrowing. The 'small library' will be 

hopefully functioning very soon...  

Vicar Becky is really aware that with 

increasing energy bills and living costs 

more and more folk are starting to need a 

little bit of help. She would like to start a 

very basic food pantry located in the foyer 

of the Church Hall for folks to either help 

themselves to food and toiletries or donate 

items. This would be basic items like tins 

of soup, pasta, long life milk, tea/coffee 

plus nappies, toothpaste, shampoo, 

deodorant and sanitary items. 

 

 Can anyone help with obtaining and 

putting up some shelving? Please have a 

chat with Becky if you think you can 

help". 
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‘For God so loved the world that He gave 

His one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in Him shall not perish but have 

eternal life.’ (John 3:16) 

 

This month, as we mark St Valentines’ 

Day, we focus on the importance of love. 

In understanding the way God loves us, 

this verse shows us how we should love 

others. God’s love is unconditional: God 

demonstrated His unconditional love for 

us by sending His Son into this world, to 

show us how we should love others, 

especially when it is undeserved! ‘There 

is nothing we can do to make God love us 

more. There is nothing we can do to make 

God love us less.’ (Philip Yancey). 

 

God’s love is sacrificial: God’s love is not 

selfish or self-seeking, but selfless and 

self-sacrificial, putting the needs of others 

first. This is demonstrated by the cross, 

which is the supreme demonstration of 

God’s love. He died for our sins to give us 

access to God’s love, which is made real 

in our lives by the Holy Spirit. 

 

God’s love is forgiving: According to the 

film Love Story, ‘Love means never 

having to say you’re sorry.’ Yet Jesus’ 

love for us enables us to forgive others, as 

we find His forgiveness through the gift 

of eternal life, available to all who put 

their trust in Him.  

 

In this World Cup Year, we remember 

Bobby Moore describing the terror of 

receiving the World Cup from the Queen 

in 1966: “I noticed that the Queen was 

wearing some beautiful white gloves. I 

looked down at my hands and they were 

completely covered with mud!”  

 

Although we approach God with dirty and 

spoilt lives, because of His love, we can 

shake hands with a holy God and share 

that love with others.  

Canon Paul Hardingham considers the nature of true love. 

 

God So Loved the World 



 

9 

I’m Praying for You – 40 days 
of praying the Bible for 
someone who is suffering 
By Nancy Guthrie, 10Publishing, £6.99 
 

When we hear that a friend is struggling, it can be 

easy to say, 'I'm praying for you', but harder to 

know what you can actually pray! 

 

Through forty carefully chosen Scripture passages, 

Nancy Guthrie opens up the wealth of scripture to 

teach us how to pray for those who are hurting. She 

shows us how the Bible provides us with a 

vocabulary for prayer that enables us to ask God to 

achieve what He intends in and through suffering. 

Nancy teaches us to see how God's purposes are 

revealed even in our darkest days, and encourages us 

to pray for His will to be done in difficult situations. 

 

Each chapter includes a passage, a short explanation, 

and a prayer for your friend. Using the QR code at 

the end of each prayer, you’ll be able to load and 

send a personal text message to the person you’re 

praying for so that he or she will know not 

only that you are praying, but exactly what you are 

praying. 

He Prayeth Well 
 

He prayeth well, who loveth well 

 Both man and bird and beast, 

He prayeth best, who loveth best 

 All things both great and small; 

For the dear God who loveth us, 

 He made and loveth all. 

 

By Samuel Taylor Coleridge 
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As world leaders wake up to the crisis of 

global warming and plan emergency 

measures before it is too late, each of us 

can make a difference right now, begin-

ning in our own homes. 

 

Start in the KITCHEN 

 

25% of the world’s food is thrown 

away. One supermarket discovered British 

households waste seven million tonnes of 

food waste every year, partly because 

most of our fridges aren’t cold 

enough. Keeping the fridge temperature at 

a maximum of 4 degrees will help food 

last longer and save waste.   

 

Vast quantities of greenhouse gases are 

released by animals reared to supply us 

with red meat and dairy products. Cutting 

down on quantities and conserving left-

overs would help. 

Conserving electricity by washing clothes 

at 30 degrees and replacing power-hungry 

tumble driers with a clothes line or old-

fashioned clothes-horse would have the 

added advantage of reducing soaring 

power bills.   

 

According to the Good Housekeeping In-

stitute, “many mainstream detergents are 

brimming with synthetic chemicals like 

phosphates, chlorine and bleach that pol-

lute our waterways, damaging delicate 

ecosystems, and may irritate sensitive 

skin.” Plant-based and eco-friendly alter-

natives are now readily available and 

work well in the washing machine and 

dishwasher.  

 

Don’t forget the BATHROOM 

 

Annual increases in UK water consump-

tion would be curbed, if we were to 

shower rather than bath. Exchanging the 

shower head for a water-saving type, 

which regulates or aerates the flow, would 

save both water and cash.  

 

Spending less time in the shower needn’t 

be a hardship. Daily shampooing may ac-

tually be counter-productive - it’s best to 

let some oils remain in the hair, so they 

can act as moisturisers. Biodegradable 

body wash is available in bulk, from 

which re-usable containers can be filled.   

 

Eco-friendly toothpaste is now on the 

market, some of it in plastic-free contain-

ers. More water can be saved by turning 

the tap off as we brush. Beware wet-wipes 

which may be ‘flushable’, but aren’t bio-

degradable, because they are part-

plastic. Eco-friendly alternatives are now 

available.   

 

Saving the planet needn’t cost the earth.  

The Ven John Barton considers what each of us can do to help. 

 

Saving the Planet  
via Kitchen and Bathroom in 2022 
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Five famous quotes 
from Desmond Tutu 

 

The recent death 

of Archbishop 

Desmond Tutu 

was mourned 

a r o u n d  t h e 

world. Here are 

five of his more 

famous quotes, 

which show why 

he was so 

especially honoured for his justice and 

reconciliation work in South Africa. 

 

“Do your little bit of good where you are; 

it's those little bits of good put together 

that overwhelm the world.”  

 

“If you are neutral in situations of 

injustice, you have chosen the side of the 

oppressor. If an elephant has its foot on the 

tail of a mouse, and you say that you are 

neutral, the mouse will not appreciate your 

neutrality.”  

 

“Don't raise your voice, improve your 

argument. Good sense does not always lie 

with the loudest shouters, nor can we say 

that a large, unruly crowd is always the 

best arbiter of what is right.” 

 

“Forgiving is not forgetting; it’s actually 

remembering - remembering and not using 

your right to hit back. It’s a second chance 

for a new beginning. And the remembering 

part is particularly important. Especially if 

you don’t want to repeat what happened.” 

 

“Differences are not intended to separate, 

to alienate. We are different precisely in 

order to realise our need of one another.”  

Embracing Justice - 
Isabelle Hamley - SPCK 
Publishing 
 

Isabelle Hamley is Theological Adviser to 

the House of Bishops and was formerly 

Chaplain to the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

She has long been concerned with 

questions of justice, mercy and restoration, 

having been a probation officer before 

ordination and ministering subsequently 

amidst the diversity of parish life. Her 

books include The Bible and Mental 

Health (2020), which she edited with 

Christopher C. H. Cook, and Unspeakable 

Things Spoken (2019). Embracing 

Justice is her first Lent book. Available to 

order at most bookshops. 

https://spckpublishing.co.uk/embracing-justice-677
https://spckpublishing.co.uk/embracing-justice-677
https://spckpublishing.co.uk/embracing-justice-677
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The Bible is very expressive when it 

comes to speaking about how God can 

forgive our sins. It uses many descriptions 

to tell us how our sins are both forgiven 

and forgotten.   

 

Here is a sample of these great promises. 

Our sins are  ‘forgiven,’ (Ps. 32:5); 

‘washed thoroughly’ and ‘blotted out’ (Ps. 

51:2, 9);  ‘forgiven and covered’ (Ps. 

85:2); ‘washed whiter than snow’ (Is. 

1:18); ‘taken away’ (Is. 6:7); ‘put behind 

His back’ (Is. 38:17); ‘laid on Him’ (Is. 

53:6); ‘remembered no more’ (Jer. 31:34); 

‘pardoned’ (Jer. 33:8); ‘destroyed’ (Rom. 

6:6);  ‘purged’ (Heb. 1:3)’  ‘borne for 

us’ (1 Pet. 2:24); ‘washed away’ (Rev. 

1:5). What glorious news this is! In Christ 

we are truly forgiven! Our sins are can-

celled! God will not hold our guilty past 

against us!   

 

The prophet Micah has a very dramatic 

way of telling us this. He says that God 

has cast our sins ‘into the depths of the 

sea’ (7:19). So how deep is the sea? Far 

out in the Western Pacific Ocean, two 

hundred miles from the island of Guam, 

lies the deepest part of the earth’s oceans. 

It is called the Mariana Trench. It is more 

than 1500 miles long and over 40 miles 

wide but it is its depth that is awesome. It 

plunges down into the ocean bed for some 

35,800 feet. By comparison, Everest, the 

world’s highest mountain, is 29,000 feet 

in height.  That means that the Mariana 

Trench goes lower into the ocean bed than 

the peak of Everest stretches up to the 

clouds. At that frightening depth the pres-

sure from the waters above is more than 

eight tons to the square inch! 

 

While these geographical facts and figures 

compel our attention, the theology of our 

forgiveness is even more wonderful! 

When we are ‘in Christ’ as His redeemed 

people, our sins are truly forgiven.God 

has thrown them into the depth of the sea, 

never to be resurrected! They are buried 

forever in the vast abyss of God’s unfa-

thomable love and mercy. What great, 

good news the gospel brings! Our guilty 

past is both forgiven and forgotten!   

 

A few months after his evangelical con-

version in May 1738, John Wesley went 

to Herrnhut in Germany. He met the Mo-

ravian hymn writer Johann Andreas 

Rothe. Wesley had learned German and 

enjoyed singing the Moravian hymns. He 

translated many of them into English, in-

cluding one of Rothe’s great hymns that 

includes the lines:  

 

O Love, Thou bottomless abyss 

My sins are swallowed up in Thee 

Covered is my unrighteousness 

Nor spot of guilt remains on me. 

While Jesu’s blood through earth and 

skies 

Mercy, free boundless mercy, cries. 

 

By Dr Herbert McGonigle, former Senior 

Lecturer in Historical Theology & Church 

History, Nazarene Theological College, 

Manchester. 

More than conquerors:  
In the depth of the sea! 

(Micah 7:19) 
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There are three reasons for this festival, 

which is held each year on the second of 

February. 

 

Firstly, it’s the halfway point between the 

shortest day and the Spring Equinox, so 

from that date on the daylight hours get 

longer. 

 

In pre-Christian times, this day was 

known as the 'Feast of Lights' and 

celebrated the increase strength of the life

-giving sun as Winter gave way to Spring. 

 

Secondly, it’s when we remember Mary 

and Joseph taking their 

baby Jesus, to the 

Temple forty days after 

His birth. 

 

And the third reason? 

It’s directly linked to the 

name of the feast – 

Candlemas. It was so 

named because on that 

day each year all the 

candles for the coming 

year were brought into 

the church to be blessed 

at a ‘mass’. Remember 

that candles were 

important in those days, 

not only because there 

were no electric lights; 

people thought they 

gave protection against plague and illness 

and famine.  

 

 

In many churches on this feast there will 

be a procession of the whole congregation 

with lighted candles – often inside the 

whole building, going into every ‘dark’ 

corner. Everyone carries their own lighted 

candle, which they are encouraged to take 

home and light there also.   

 

One of the prayers that may be used is 

this: 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of 

the universe. 

You make our darkness to be light. 

For with You is the well of life 

and in Your light shall we see light. 

 

This month 

Christ is often 

called the ‘Light of 

the World’ who 

came to bring 

light, hope, and 

peace into our 

darkness. Have a 

think about those 

places that are 

dark for you and 

perhaps you do not 

like going there or 

will not go there.  

Perhaps they are 

too painful or 

scary. 

Just pause for a 

short time with a 

lit candle and imagine Jesus going there 

for you or with you.  Lighting your way. 

Making it safe. He came to give us life – 

and life to the full – even in those dark 

By the Revd Dr Jo White 

 

Reflected Faith Series: Candlemas 
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‘How can a God of love allow suffering?’ 

Many people struggle with such 

questions, however the Bible helps us to 

understand how sin affects both our own 

lives and the world.  

 

Genesis provides us with a picture of how 

sin entered the world. In Genesis 2:16-17, 

God gave Adam and Eve both permission 

(‘You are free to eat from any tree in the 

garden’) and a prohibition (‘But you must 

not eat from the tree of the knowledge of 

good and evil’), alongside warning them 

of the consequences of disobedience (‘For 

when you eat of it you will surely die’). 

 

In Genesis 3, they broke God’s law by 

eating fruit from the forbidden tree. As a 

result, their eyes were opened to the 

nature of sin (they knew shame) and their 

relationship with God was broken (they 

hid from Him). As a consequence, death 

entered their lives. This story reminds us 

that God gives us free will (an essential 

aspect of being human) to choose whether 

God will be at the centre of our lives or 

not.  

 

The Bible offers different ways of 

describing how sin:  

 

a spirit of independence: we don’t want 

God to interfere with our lives, preferring 

our own ideas, plans and ways of 

behaviour. 

 

ignoring the Maker’s instructions: if you 

ignore user instructions, you only have 

yourself to blame when things go wrong! 

God created us to function with Him at 

the centre of our lives. 

 

missing the mark: we fail an exam even 

when we miss the pass mark by one mark: 

‘All have sinned and fall short of the glory 

of God’ (Romans 3:23).  

 

In a famous correspondence in The Times 

under the title ‘What’s wrong with the 

world?’ GK Chesterton’s letter simply 

said: ‘Dear Sir, I am.’  

Paul Hardingham continues his series on the very foundations of our Christian faith.  

 

Christian Basics No 2:  
What’s wrong with the world? 

Dear Lord God, 

 

February can be a difficult, cold month, and this year there 

is much to be concerned about, with the pandemic still 

affecting our lives in so many ways. But thank you, Lord, 

that February can also be a month of wonderful signs of 

hope. 

 

Help us, when we look down, to see the snowdrops - some-

times known as Candlemas Bells - and other bulbs pushing 

through the dark earth, showing the promise of Spring and 

brighter days ahead.  

 

 

 

And then, help us to look up, to see the light of Jesus, Your 

revelation to all the world, in that baby who grew and died 

and rose again to offer salvation, hope and life to all who 

put their trust in Him. 

 

Thank you, Father, for Jesus and that, because of Him, 

nothing – no pandemic, no circumstance - can ever sepa-

rate us from You.  

 

Thank you for Your Holy Spirit, living in all who trust in 

You, giving us strength for each new day of this and every 

month. 

In Jesus name, Amen. 

 

By Daphne Kitching  

A Prayer at Candlemas 
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Are you interested in learning more about 

the Christian faith and following Jesus?  

We are hoping to host a Confirmation 

service in the afternoon here at St Paul’s 

on Sunday 5th June with Bishop Sam 

which will be part of the Platinum Jubilee 

Celebrations over the bank holiday 

weekend. 

Confirmation is a chance for anyone who 

has already been baptised (perhaps 

baptised as a child) to commit themselves 

to Jesus – to ‘confirm’ the promises made 

at their baptism.  These promises publicly 

recognise God’s love for us, and 

acknowledge that we all need to turn 

away from selfishness and evil and to 

accept God's offer of a fresh start.  In 

declaring this faith we become a members 

of the local and worldwide Christian 

family and the Church promises to 

support and pray for us on our journey of 

faith. 

Confirmation is also an opportunity for 

those who don’t already receive 

communion, perhaps children or those 

new to church, to start taking communion 

with the rest of the church family. 

As a general rule the Church of England 

suggests that anyone who is over 10 years 

old (Yr 5)and can answer for themselves 

could be ready for confirmation.  If you 

would like to be confirmed it’s important 

that you have a strong personal conviction 

that it is right for you at this point in your 

life. 

We will ask you attend a 6 week 

confirmation preparation class which may 

be online or in-person- please get in touch 

as we’d like to try and work with you in 

finding timings that fit.  Please contact 

Revd Becky if you’re interested.  If you 

haven’t been baptised, then that can be 

arranged as part of the Confirmation 

service.  

 

If you’d like some further info and 

resources including the special Platinum 

J u b i l e e  s o n g  p l e a s e  g o  t o 

www.theplatinumjubilee.com. 

 

Platinum Jubilee Weekend 
Sunday June 5

th
 2022 Pentecost 

Confirmation Service 2.30pm followed by 
Platinum Jubilee Afternoon Tea 

A spectacular display of 

twelve huge silk panels 

retelling the creation story 

from the first pages of the 

Bible. Threads through 

Creation’ is a vibrant 

combination of silks, hand-

dyed materials, metallic 

leathers, gold leaf – with 

miles of thread and eight million stitches! 

This opened on Wednesday 12 January and will remain open until Tuesday 1 

March.  The exhibition is open Monday - Saturday 10am – 4pm and Sunday 

12 noon – 4pm.  Entry is by donation.  
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ASHBROOKS  
Quality Furniture, Beds and Carpets 

Visit our showrooms at:- 

16-20 Washway Road, Sale 

Telephone: 0161-973-3406 

 

Arthur Gresty Limited 
Trafford Funeral Homes 

24 hour personal family attention from 

a local independent company 

Private Chapels of Rest 

Tel: 0161-973-1515 

Sunshine Window Cleaning Company 
 The Local Reliable Window Cleaner 
 

Cleaning the Panes, Frames and Sills using the latest water fed pole 
system, ensuring perfect results every time 
 

Tricky windows and conservatory roofs handled with ease. 
A family run business with customer satisfaction the only priority. 

No Smears No Streaks 
No Ladders No Hassle 

To see the difference, contact us now for prompt service. 
Tel 0161 9734910 Mob 07921 766022 
e-mail enquiries@sunshinewindowclean.co.uk 
31 Woodbourne Road M33 3SY 

Viking Launderette 
15 Ashton Lane 

Sale 
Tel: 0161-973-8575 

07846 79655 

Pick-Up and Delivery 
Service available on 

request 

Handyman Harry 

Need a helping hand then 
contact Harry Thomas 

Tel: 0161-969-4397 

Who’s Who?  
Members of the Parochial Church 
Council (not mentioned on the 
back page) 
 

Diana Kelly   973-4578 

Carole Shakeshaft  969-6319 

Paula Hughes   973-5121 

Amanda Pearson  07989138644 

Joyce Green   973-0396 

Jean Law    962-6761 

Fiona Vaughan-Thomas  

mailto:enquiries@sunshinewindowclean.co.uk
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1st February  Tuesday   9.30am  Babes & Tots 
4th February  Friday   1.30pm  Community Choir 
6th February  Sunday   8.30am  BCP Communion 
        10.00am  Parish Eucharist 
        6.00pm  Evening Prayer 
8th February  Tuesday   9.30am  Babes & Tots 
        1.15pm  Tuesday Group AGM 
9th February  Wednesday  10.00am  BCP Communion 
11th February Friday   1.30pm  Community Choir 
13th February Sunday   8.30am  BCP Communion 
        10.00am  Parish Eucharist 
        6.00pm  Evening Prayer 

Deadline for the March Parish News 
16th February Wednesday  10.00am  BCP Communion 
20th February Sunday   8.30am  BCP Communion 
        10.00am  Parish Eucharist 
        6.00pm  Evening Prayer 
22nd February Tuesday   9.30am  Babes & Tots 
23rd February Wednesday  10.00am  BCP Communion 
25th February Friday   1.30pm  Community Choir 
27th February Sunday   8.30am  BCP Communion 
        10.00am  Parish Eucharist 
        6.00pm  Evening Prayer 
 

Please check the weekly pew sheets for any service changes that may occur. 

February 2022 



 

19 

Future Dates  
and Events 2022 

 

Pancake Party   26th February 

Ash Wednesday  2nd March 

Lay Conference  25th-27th March 

 

Holy Week 

Palm Sunday    10th April 

Maundy Thursday  14th April 

Good Friday    15th April 

Easter Day    17th April 

 

Pentecost Confirmation and Platinum 

Jubilee Afternoon Tea 5th June 

 

Festival Manchester 2022 

 1st to 3rd July in Wythenshawe Park 

1st March  Tuesday   9.30am  Babes & Tots 
2nd March  Wednesday  10.00am  BCP Communion 
Ash Wednesday     7.30pm  Eucharist with Ashes 
4th March  Friday   1.30pm  Community Cho 
6th March  Sunday   8.30am  BCP Communion 
        10.00am  Parish Eucharist 
        6.00pm  Evening Prayer 
 

Helen’s electric chasuble was 
the envy of everyone 

50 years ago, on 9th Feb 1972 that the 

British Government declared a state of 

emergency over the miners’ strike which 

began in January.  From 16th February, 

electricity supplies to homes and 

businesses were cut off for up to nine 

hours a day.  The strike ended on 25th 

February. 

What do you remember about it? 
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St. Paul’s Parish Directory 
 

Vicar:      Revd. Becky Mathew 217-8795 / 07584 604627 
Email: revbmathewstpaulsale@gmail.com  
Churchwardens:    Harry Thomas  *   969-4397 
       Yvonne Stevenson *   283-1065 
Reader      Michael Riley   *   969-2795 
Pastoral Workers:    Yvonne Kerridge  *   962-4066 
       Karen Salisbury  *   283-8309 
Treasurer to the PCC:   Brian Hirst   *   969-8463 
Secretary to the PCC:   Karen Salisbury  *   283-8309 
Director of Music:    Anne Allen   *  01925-763103 
Assistant Organists:   John Clisset      962-2096 
       Kevin Drury      962-7963 
       Donald Brooks      
Safeguarding Officer   Carole Shakeshaft *   969-6319 
Parish Giving Officer    Brian Kerridge  *   962-4066 
Electoral Roll Officer:   Yvonne Stevenson *   283-1065 
Parish News Editor:   Karen Salisbury  *   283-8309 
Bible Reading Fellowship:  Rachel Lee   *   973-1282 
Men’s Society:    Michael Riley   *   969-2795 

Women’s Tuesday Group:  Hilary Moore   *   969-1831 
St. Paul’s Babes & Tots  Rachel Lee   *   973-1282 
Tower Warden:    Ian Moore     0787-670-6834 
Christian Aid:     Anita Evans      973-4679 
Children’s Society Rep:  Sheila Clarke      962-4678 
Church Hall Bookings:   Eileen Craven  *   283 7668  
Badminton Group:    
4

th
 Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Rainbows, Brownies & Guides 

       Vicky Williams  07986 525898  
     Parish Office     962-0082 
     Parish Office e-mail  salestpaul@aol.com 
     Hall Bookings   salestpaulshall@gmail.com 

 

Names above marked with * are members of the Parochial Church Council please note that  
Vicar Becky is part-time and her working hours are flexible.  

She might not be able to reply or respond immediately to your calls and emails.  

Parish Organisations affiliated to St Paul’s 

The following groups meet in St Paul’s Church Hall unless otherwise stated. 
Tuesday  9.30am  St. Paul’s Babes & Tots 
   6.15pm  4th Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Brownies 
   7.30pm  4th Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Guides 
   1.00pm  Women’s Tuesday Group (2nd of every month) 
Wednesday 8.00pm  Badminton Group 
Thursday  9.30am  St. Paul’s Babes & Tots (currently not meeting) 
   7.30pm  Chorister Training and Choir Practice  
   8.00pm  Men’s Society (last of every month Sept to May but not Dec) 
Friday  1.30pm  Community Choir 
   5.30pm  4th Sale Central (St Paul’s) Rainbows 
Saturday  10.30am  Charity Coffee Morning 


