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Canon Paul Hardingham considers Jesus’ 

encouragement to pray. 

 

The Friend at Midnight 

 

This month we are looking at the Parable 

of the Friend at Midnight (Luke 11:5-8). 

It is found in a passage where Jesus is 

teaching His disciples to pray. 

 

Pray Shamelessly:  
 

The parable concerns a man coming to his 

friend at midnight and asking ‘Friend, 

lend me three loaves, for a friend of mine 

has arrived on a journey, and I have 

nothing to set before him’ (5-6). Despite 

the hour, the rules of hospitality would 

mean this was not an unreasonable 

request.  

 

But the friend refuses to help because 

everyone in his house is asleep.  Jesus 

adds, ‘though he will not get up and give 

him anything because he is his friend, yet 

because of the man’s boldness he will rise 

and give him whatever he needs’. Jesus 

uses this parable to encourage us to come 

in shameless boldness to our heavenly 

Father with our needs.  In contrast to the 

parable, God is not slow in responding to 

us. It’s not God who is reluctant to 

answer, but we to ask. Do we pray with 

shameless boldness?      

 

Pray Persistently:  
 

Such confidence is the basis for persistent 

prayer: ‘Ask, and it will be given to you; 

seek, and you will find; knock, and it will 

be opened to you.’  All three verbs 

indicate a continual habit: ‘Keep on 

asking…seeking…knocking’.  We will not 

be content simply to ask once and then 

move on.  Jesus tells us to bring our 

prayers to God persistently. Do we give 

up too easily in prayer? 

 

Pray Expectantly: 

 

‘For everyone who asks receives, and the 

one who seeks finds, and to the one who 

knocks it will be opened.’ Do we pray 

expectantly, believing that God delights in 

answering your prayers? Why not begin 

this adventure of prayer today! 
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Tuesday Group 
 

I think everyone would agree that we had 

a great time at our September meeting, 

despite losing our speaker at the last 

minute.  Hilary challenged us to arrange 

the name of 20 chocolate bars in the order 

of popularity, and then Carole had 

organised a beetle drive for us.  I haven’t 

played that since I was a child and I had 

forgotten how frustrating it is waiting to 

get a six to start! 

 

On Tuesday 12th October, we shall 

welcome Anne Allen to give us a talk 

entitled “My African Adventure.”  This is 

an open meeting so ALL are welcome. 

 

Please arrive no earlier than 1.15pm. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you. 

 

Diana 

Zacchaeus 
(Luke 19:1-10) 

 

I wanted to sit here 

And watch Him, 

Just watch the man Jesus walk by. 

Hidden by the leaves, 

Hidden from the loathing of my lifestyle 

I simply wanted to see Him 

From my tree. 

 

As I searched for His face 

He found mine, 

Reached where I was and looked up, 

Looked into the heart of my being, 

And Jesus did not walk by, 

He came to me, 

He spoke to me, 

 

A tree is not a hiding place, my friend, 

Believe me. 

 

Come down from your tree, 

Come down and be different, 

Come down and change your world, 

 

Follow me. 

 

By Daphne Kitching 

A brief reminder that it will be our Harvest 

Festival Service on Sunday 17th October 

and tinned, packet and dried goods etc-

would be very welcome for the local food 

bank. 
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It was so lovely to see so many friends 

and neighbours enjoying all the activities 

and entertainment. It was really pleasing 

to see some sort of normality returning to 

our lives after our the long Covid 

restrictions.  

 

We had lots of young families meeting up 

and joining in, especially in the traditional 

games. The Hook a Duck was very 

popular! 

 

There were over 25 children with their 

parents and carers, laughing and joining in 

at the Punch and Judy Show and even 

some of the older sceptics were fascinated 

by the skills of the magician.  

 

 

 

The Morris Dancers and Sale Brass Band 

provided excellent entertainment for those 

of us of slightly, mature years. 

 

The Tombola was huge success and 

contributed to our expenses and much 

needed funds. 

 

Our visiting Bag Ladies raised £330 for 

our Heritage events in the future. 

 

The overwhelming success were the 

refreshments, especially the vast choice of 

delicious cakes and the bacon balms. The 

team of dishwashers, pot carriers, servers, 

money takers and tidier uppers was 

outstanding. The harpist provided 

excellent music which helped to create a 

wonderful ambiance. 

Thank you everyone who helped to ensure that Heritage Day was a tremendous success. 
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The inside of Church provided a much 

calmer atmosphere and many of our 

visitors were fascinated by the history 

which is documented in the Parish 

Registers. The photographs gave an 

insight into the creation and development 

of our Town, with many recalling their 

own stories and experiences. 

 

The Bygone Domestic Appliances always 

elicit many journeys down memory lane 

and the children were fascinated with how 

the objects had been used. 

 

T h e  R e m e m b r a n c e  d i s p l a y 

commemorates the sacrifice of some of 

the young generation of our community 

who gave their lives for our freedom.  

 

The maps provide fantastic details of the 

historic lay out of the Town. Lots of 

visitors were searching for their homes. 

 

What a joy it was to provide the display of 

our vestments and silver that reflect our 

Christian traditions and practice.  The 

beautiful organ music was appreciated by 

those who had the opportunity to sit and 

listen. 

 

The hourly prayers 

provided a time of 

reflection and 

thanksgiving for all 

those who died or 

s u r v i v e d  t h e 

horrors of the act 

of destruction and 

inhumanity of the 

N i n e  E l e v e n 

Atrocities. 

 

The whole event was a real day of 

celebration of the work and worship of 

this our Parish Church of Sale, serving 

God and our local community.  

 

Carole Shakeshaft 
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Last month we thought about the bread 

we share at the Communion table. But 

what about any bread that is left over – 

regardless of the type of bread or wafer 

used? 

 

During the service the bread and the wine 

are ‘consecrated’. That is, they are set 

aside for a specific purpose, in this case to 

be the body and blood of Christ. Because 

to Christians this is so very special, 

indeed ‘sacred’, we treat the unused bread 

and wine with special care. 

 

No-one leaves very precious things lying 

around in case of theft, damage, or 

misuse. And so it is the same with the 

consecrated elements of bread and 

wine. When they have not all been 

consumed by the congregation, it is 

important that the surplus is dealt with in 

ways that honour the meaning that we 

give and receive from them. In most 

denominations they are consumed 

immediately, in others they are returned to 

the earth or given back to nature. 

 

Sometimes, at the end of a service, you 

will see that some bread and wine has 

been deliberately kept aside to take out to 

those who are sick, or for use at a service 

where no priest will be present, and this 

then must be stored.  So, the question 

arises – what vessels will be used? 

 

 

 

 

 

The ‘pyx’ – literally a box – is the name 

for the container for the consecrated 

bread. Its size depends on the amount that 

it needs to contain; for taking to 

individuals in their own homes it is 

usually small enough to fit in the palm of 

a hand. 

 

Although these can be especially bought 

from church suppliers, made in a variety 

of metals with embellishments, precious 

stones, enamel work and so on, you can 

actually use any container that fits the 

purpose. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This month 

Have a look around your house and ask 

yourself, ‘What container would I use for 

a pyx?’  And thinking of containers, how 

about yourself? Do you and your life need 

a bit of cleaning and polishing to hold the 

bread? Are you aware how precious you 

are in God’s eyes as you receive the 

bread? The Bible says that we are the 

temple of the Holy Spirit – an awesome, 

sacred calling. 

Revd Dr Jo White considers the bread left behind. 

 

Reflected Faith Series: Sacred Things 



 

9 

October is the month for pumpkins, and so 

we offer this light-hearted reflection… 

 

Like a pumpkin 
 

A lady had recently become a Christian 

and been baptised. Curious, one of her 

colleagues at work asked her what it was 

like to be a Christian.  

 

The lady was caught off guard and didn't 

know how to answer.  Then she saw the 

office ‘jack-o'-lantern’ on a nearby desk 

and blurted: "Well, it's like being a 

pumpkin." 

 

Her colleague asked her to explain that 

one. So she said: “Well, God picks you up 

out of the patch and brings you in and 

washes off all the dirt on the outside that 

you got from being around all the other 

pumpkins.  

 

“Then He cuts off the top and takes all the 

yucky stuff out from inside you. He 

removes all those seeds of doubt, hate, 

greed, etc. Then He carves you a new 

smiling face and puts His light inside of 

you to shine for all to see.   

 

“It is our choice to either stay outside and 

rot on the vine, or come inside and be 

something new and bright.”   

 

Are you something new and bright?  Will 

you be smiling today, and shining with His 

light?  

Autumn Prayer  
 

Dear Loving, Father God, 

As the season changes and we enjoy the 

beautiful colours of autumn, there are 

other changes which we don’t enjoy. 

Changes we cannot control; changes and 

suffering in the world, beyond our 

comprehension; changes to our work 

routines, or health, or circumstances; 

changes which cause us anxiety and 

uncertainty.  

When everything seems to be falling 

around us like the autumn leaves, help us, 

Lord, to remember that you stand firm. 

You are our rock. You never change. You 

are always faithful, always with us, as we 

move into each new day and each new 

season. 

Thank you for loving us so much that you 

gave us Jesus, so that by putting our trust 

in Him, we can know the security of your 

love, for ever! 

In His name, we thank you, Sovereign 

Lord. 

Amen, 

By Daphne Kitching 
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Here is a poem with a sad ring to it… 

 

Sorry, Lord, I just couldn’t make it 

 

The bells ring out on Sunday morn, 

O did you hear their call? 

They call the faithful ones to prayer 

To Church they summon all. 

 

But Lord, I cannot come today, 

I live a busy life, 

Still, when there’s something special on 

I’ll try and send the wife. 

 

It poured with rain last Sunday 

An inch or two, I bet. 

You surely can’t expect me then – 

I’d get my new suit wet. 

 

Today the sky is blue and clear, 

but the car’s as black as ink. 

And if I do not clean it soon, 

What will the neighbours think? 

 

You know I do my bit, dear Lord 

I have a golden rule, 

I sometimes send my kids along 

To be at Sunday school. 

 

But I really couldn’t come as well,  

There’s grass to mow, and beds to weed 

Shelves to fix, a dog to walk, and  

Sunday newspapers to read. 

 

And now this day has ended, Lord 

How fast the weekends go! 

I ask for faith and strength this week 

For I feel (spiritually) quite low. 

 

Inflame, O Lord, my feeble faith 

My lamp burns rather dim, 

For God depends on me, of course, 

And I depend on Him. 

 

Author unknown 

Tim Lenton looks back to King Henry VIII 

 

Defender of the Faith 
 

It was 500 years ago, on 11th October 

1521, that Pope Leo X granted the title 

‘Defender of the Faith’ to King Henry VIII 

of England and Ireland. It recognised the 

King’s defence of the sacrament of 

marriage, the supremacy of the Pope, and 

his opposition to the Protestant 

Reformation and the ideas of Martin 

Luther. The title has been inherited by all 

British monarchs since then. 

 

Ironically, it was only 17 years later that 

Henry was excommunicated by another 

Pope, Paul III, because of his divorce from 

Catherine of Aragon. Even more ironically, 

this came after Henry had his next queen, 

Anne Boleyn, executed. His infatuation 

with Anne had been the reason he decided 

excommunication was a price worth 

paying, in the hope that she would provide 

him with an heir. 

 

Anne was a keen supporter of Martin 

Luther, and her influence – and the 

excommunication – led to the 

independence of Britain from the Roman 

Catholic Church, and therefore to the 

Reformation.  

 

Anne was the mother of Queen Elizabeth 

I, the strongly Protestant and long-lived 

sovereign who was in fact the successor 

that Henry VIII had longed for. It just 

never occurred to him that it could be a 

woman. 
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Remember the stories that we used to read? 

Heroic adventures – we loved them indeed! 

We’d read in the garden, if wet, in the porch, 

Or under the covers at night with a torch! 

Our fingers would avidly trace lines of text 

Of what Katy Did, and what she Did Next. 

And, starting this journey along Mem’ry Lane 

We can’t forget Biggles, up there in his plane! 

We laughed and we laughed at Jennings at school. 

Tormenting his teachers by acting the fool. 

Just William’s young friends, and their latest trick – 

“I’ll scream and I’ll scream till I make myself sick!” 

Black Beauty the horse brought a tear to our eye – 

Some stories brought laughter, and some made us cry. 

Like Paddington Bear, and the things he would do 

Arriving by train from Darkest Peru. 

There was Noddy, and Rupert, and Peter Pan, too; 

The woodland adventures of Winnie-the-Pooh; 

Little Women and Crusoe and Chalet School Girls; 

Just So – all such stories were wonderful pearls! 

This poem could go on for page after page 

If your favourite is missing, please don’t fill with rage – 

Just nip to the loft, and dig through that box, 

And sit down and read – ignoring the clocks! 

Nigel Beeton writes:  I loved books when I was a child. I read book after book, 

and learned my love of the language at a tender age. I think ‘Biggles’ was my 

favourite! Maybe I should have been reading Psalm 119, but I promise that I 

did read that, too! 

Remember the Stories? 

Fitting God in 
A little girl said to her mother: “The minister’s sermon this morning 

confused me." Her mother was surprised, so the little girl continued: 

“He said that God is bigger than we are. Is that true?" 

"Yes, that's true," the mother replied. 

"He also said that God lives within us. Is that true, too?"  

Again, the mother agreed. 

"Well," said the girl. "If God is bigger than us and He lives in us, 

wouldn't He show through?" 
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ASHBROOKS  
Quality Furniture, Beds and Carpets 

Visit our showrooms at:- 

16-20 Washway Road, Sale 

Telephone: 0161-973-3406 

 

Arthur Gresty Limited 
Trafford Funeral Homes 

24 hour personal family attention from 

a local independent company 

Private Chapels of Rest 

Tel: 0161-973-1515 

Sunshine Window Cleaning Company 
 The Local Reliable Window Cleaner 
 

Cleaning the Panes, Frames and Sills using the latest water fed pole 
system, ensuring perfect results every time 
 

Tricky windows and conservatory roofs handled with ease. 
A family run business with customer satisfaction the only priority. 

No Smears No Streaks 
No Ladders No Hassle 

To see the difference, contact us now for prompt service. 
Tel 0161 9734910 Mob 07921 766022 
e-mail enquiries@sunshinewindowclean.co.uk 
31 Woodbourne Road M33 3SY 

Viking Launderette 
15 Ashton Lane 

Sale 
Tel: 0161-973-8575 

07846 79655 

Pick-Up and Delivery 
Service available on 

request 

Handyman Harry 

Need a helping hand then 
contact Harry Thomas 

Tel: 0161-969-4397 

Members of the Parochial Church 
Council not listed on page 16 and 
their phone numbers 
 

Diana Kelly   973-4578 

Carole Shakeshaft  969-6319 

Paula Hughes   973-5121 

Amanda Pearson  07989138644 

Joyce Green   973-0396 

Jean Law    962-6761 

Fiona Vaughan-Thomas  

Rachel Lee    

mailto:enquiries@sunshinewindowclean.co.uk
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1st October  Friday 
2nd October  Saturday 
3rd October  Sunday  8.30am  No BCP Communion 
       10.00am  Parish Eucharist 
       6.00pm  Evening Prayer 
4th October  Monday 
5th October  Tuesday  9.30am  Babes & Tots 
6th October  Wednesday 
7th October  Thursday 
8th October  Friday 
9th October  Saturday 
10th October  Sunday  8.30am  No BCP Communion 
       10.00am  Morning Prayer  

(Note: may be online only if we can’t get to church 
       6.00pm  Parish Eucharist/Evening Prayer 
Please note that there are two Marathons happening today and road access to 
the church will be extremely limited, hence the changes to the services 

Deadline for the November Parish News 
11th October  Monday 
12th October  Tuesday  9.30am  Babes & Tots 
       1.15pm  Tuesday Group 
13th October  Wednesday 
14th October  Thursday 7.00pm  Welcome Service for Bishop Sam 
           St George’s Stockport  
          Tickets via Eventbrite 
15th October  Friday 
16th October  Saturday  5.30pm  RSCM Festival Chester Cathedral 
17th October  Sunday  8.30am  No BCP Communion 
       10.00am  Harvest Parish Eucharist 
       6.00pm  Evening Prayer 
18th October  Monday 
19th October  Tuesday  9.30am  Babes & Tots 
20th October  Wednesday 
21st October  Thursday 
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22nd October  Friday 
23rd October  Saturday 
24th October  Sunday  8.30am  No BCP Communion 
       10.00am  Parish Eucharist 
       6.00pm  Evening Prayer 
25th October  Monday 
26th October  Tuesday  9.30am  Babes & Tots 
27th October  Wednesday 
28th October  Thursday 
29th October  Friday 
30th October  Saturday 
31st October  Sunday  8.30am  No BCP Communion 
       10.00am  Parish Eucharist 
       6.00pm  Commemoration of the Faithful  
           Departed and Solemn Reading 
           of the Roll 
 
1st November Monday 
2nd November Tuesday  9.30am  Babes & Tots 
3rd November  Wednesday 
4th November Thursday 
5th November Friday  1.15pm  Community Choir 
6th November Saturday  10.00am  Church and Hall Clean Up 
7th November Sunday  8.30am  No BCP Communion 
       10.00am  Parish Eucharist 
       6.00pm  Evening Prayer 
 
10th November Wednesday 7.00pm Induction of Revd. Rebecca Mathew 
14th November Remembrance Sunday 

During this period of Vacancy and 
our journey until our new Vicar 
Becky is with us in November all 
services as advertised are subject 
to last minute change depending on 
whether we have been able to 
obtain clergy cover.  All Sunday 
8.30am BCP Communion Services 
are currently suspended and this 
will be reviewed in September with 
the Rural Dean and we are only able 
at present to obtain cover for the 
last Thursday in the month for the 
10am BCP Communion Service.  So 
please check our website and 
Facebook pages regularly for 

At this time although the need to ob-
serve the social distancing rules and to 
wear face-coverings (remember these 
must cover your nose and mouth 
and be on before you enter the 
building) is no longer mandatory and 
only advisory.  The wearing of a mask 
properly helps everyone in that it helps 
protect you from me and me from you 
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St. Paul’s Parish Directory 
 
Incumbent     VACANT 
Reader      Michael Riley   *   969-2795 
Pastoral Workers:    Yvonne Kerridge  *   962-4066 
       Karen Salisbury  *   283-8309 
Churchwardens:    Harry Thomas  *   969-4397 
       Yvonne Stevenson *   283-1065 
Treasurer to the PCC:   Brian Hirst   *   969-8463 
Secretary to the PCC:   Karen Salisbury  *   283-8309 
Director of Music:    Anne Allen   *  01925-763103 
Assistant Organists:   John Clisset      962-2096 
       Kevin Drury      962-7963 
Safeguarding Officer   Carole Shakeshaft *   969-6319 
Parish Giving Officer    Brian Kerridge  *   962-4066 
Electoral Roll Officer:   Yvonne Stevenson *   283-1065 
Parish News Editor:   Karen Salisbury  *   283-8309 
Bible Reading Fellowship:  Rachel Lee      973-1282 
Men’s Society:    Michael Riley   *   969-2795 

Women’s Tuesday Group:  Hilary Moore   *   969-1831 
St. Paul’s Babes & Tots  Rachel Lee      973-1282 
Tower Warden:    Ian Moore     0787-670-6834 
Christian Aid:     Anita Evans      973-4679 
Children’s Society:   Sheila Clarke      962-4678 
Church Hall Bookings:   Eileen Craven  *   283 7668  
Badminton Group:    
 
4

th
 Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Brownies: Vicky Williams  07986 525898  

4
th
 Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Guides:  As above 

 
     Parish Office     962-0082 
     Parish Office e-mail  salestpaul@aol.com 
     Hall Bookings   salestpaulshall@gmail.com 

Names above marked with * are members of the Parochial Church Council 

Parish Organisations 
Monday  
Tuesday  9.30am  St. Paul’s Babes & Tots 
   6.15pm  4

th
 Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Brownies 

   7.30pm  4
th
 Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Guides 

   1.00pm  Women’s Tuesday Group (2
nd

 of every month) 
Wednesday 8.00pm  Badminton Group 
Thursday  9.30am  St. Paul’s Babes & Tots 
   7.30pm  Chorister Training and Choir Practice  
   8.00pm  Men’s Society (last of every month Sept to May but not Dec) 
Friday  1.00pm  Community Choir 
Saturday  9.30am  Open Church 
   10.30am  Charity Coffee Morning 


