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Most years during the summer I visit
relations in Somerset, when there a
favourite place for long walks is Barwick
Park located just to the south of Yeovil,
the park has four impressive follies: Jack
the Treacle Eater, the Rose Cone, Fish
Tower and an Obelisk.

acceptance of the clamour of the foolish
things of our own time. Just as the follies
appear to dominate the scene – the
Church is somewhat tucked away whilst
the follies can be seen for miles around –
so the noise and clamour of foolishness
appears to shut out the small voice of
God.

The origin of the follies is somewhat of a
mystery. They were probably built in the
1770s by John Newman, who owned the
estate at the time, one theory is that they
were commissioned to give estate
labourers work to do during an
agricultural depression or to relieve
unemployment in the Yeovil glove trade.
None of them had any useful purpose, so
they are true follies that dominate the
landscape.

Within our circles fold there can be found
those who appear to have an easy solution
to other people’s difficulties and sorrows.
They can tap you on the shoulder and say
almost heartily “Have faith” and I must
confess that I wince when I hear these
words used as lightly and often in a
shallow way. For faith is not something
that can be bought at the chemists and
either taken or rubbed in. Faith is of the
very essence of life, a bond with God, the
deep of our very selves in relationship
with Him and expressing itself in the
whole output of our individual life.

About half a mile away stands a Church
devoted to proclaiming the word of God,
the eternal truths, to each and every
generation.

I pray that we may all be able to say that
we have a faith “that nothing, not even
the follies or distractions of the present
day, can take away or weaken” Amen.

Dotted over the scenery are splendid and
stately trees as if forming a congregation
and listening sometimes at the eternal
truths and sometimes at the madness from
the follies as they sway one way and then
another.

As I write, work has (at very long last)
commenced on replacing the side doors
that lead to the link corridor, the timber
doors which are themselves a second
replacement since the hall was built had
rotted beyond repair, the new doors are

The world sometimes has a likeness to
this situation. There is a choice of
heeding of the Voice of God or the
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double glazed clear glass with dark green
aluminium frames, once complete this should be
a huge improvement

to that space which links the historic Church
building to the more modest Church hall structure.

When the weather permits (and even when
it does not!) any spare time has been spent
tending the Church gardens. Extra help
would be most welcome, if you would like
to get involved in any way, however small
please have a word with me. Carol
Standfield who has done a huge amount of
work in the Church gardens over the last
few years, is rather poorly and has so far
been unable to join us this year – please
keep her in your prayers. As ever we
should be very grateful for the donation of
any spare plants, roses bushes, shrubs or
cuttings.
Churches Together in Sale are hoping to
hold an Open Air Service on Sunday 18th
July, complete with the Brass Band of the
Sale Salvation Army, as singing is
permitted outdoors it will be a wonderful
opportunity for a good sing. As Churches
Together strive for Christian Unity, Let us
pray for:
The unity which Christ asked from God,
Unity in truth and Love,
Unity for witness and service.
To those of you who are hoping to take a
holiday this summer, I hope you will have
good weather and a happy time and come
back refreshed.
Yours very sincerely
Michael

Did you realise that as our church is a
member of the Royal School of Church
Music you can also access the RSCM’s
quarterly publication—CMQ (Church
Music Quarterly) by going to the Members
section of the RSCM website at https://www.rscm.org.uk/magazines
Lots of very interesting articles each time
and well worth a look and you can buy
music at a slightly cheaper rate
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Jo White considers the need for listening.

Reflected Faith series: the spaces between
Most of us have been in situations where
we are not in control, and we don’t know
how to feel or how to react to our
situation. We need help.

So, when we talk with God, our
conversation should not be rushed and
one-sided. We need to give space to our
silence before Him, to wait and listen for
Him to speak to us.

The most valuable gift you can have at
those times – is time itself. Time to be
‘listened to’. Really listened to. But it is
not easy to find someone who will
‘actively listen’ to you.

This month:
Next time you worship in church, listen to
the silences: the spaces between the
words, the music and the actions. Listen
to all the prayers that are spoken.
Look at your surroundings and reflect that
they have absorbed thousands of prayers
– and holy silence – down the centuries of
their existence.
Look out the window and see the vastness
of the sky above you – and let your
prayers join with those that have gone
before you. May the knowledge that you
are not alone encourage and strengthen
you.

Think of the last time you were in the
reverse position with a friend or a
colleague, and they were talking to
you. How easily do you recall what they
actually said? Most of us are so busy
getting our replies ready for when the
person has finished speaking, that we
don’t clearly hear their punch line.
With God it is different. We can take
everything to Him; all our worries and
cares and failures and faults. And He
listens.
He doesn’t necessarily jump in with an
instant, easy solution, but rather He
promises to always guide us, if we ask
Him, through life’s challenges, and He
promises to never leave us. He often
speaks to us through his written word, the
Bible.
This last year, when many of us have
been communicating with others by
phone or Zoom, we get nervous if it all
goes quiet. We feel the need to ‘nudge’
the other person, to make sure they are
still there. Silence is not a natural state
for many of us – and yet it is in the quiet
we can hear ourselves and God most
clearly.
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Many thanks to you all at St. Paul’s for
raising a fantastic amount of £476 for
Christian Aid. It’s been a hard year for all
charities and it’s fantastic as a church of
our size to raise this amount. Hopefully
we can do soup and roll later this year.
Regards
Anita Evans

Prioritising

Tuesday Group

Martha cooked
But Mary looked
And sat at the Master’s feet,
It’s a story of old
But we are told
It’s where man and God can meet.

Hello everybody!
Just to remind you that we’re meeting at
1pm in the church hall on Tuesday July
13th. This is to plan things for the autumn
term and up to our AGM in February. Tea
and coffee will be served and we shall
have an opportunity to chat, that’s if we
can recognise each other after all this
time!!

So much to do
But think it through
There’s a place for you and me,
To spend time with the Lord
And be found in His word
It’s where we are meant to be.

Diana

So find a place
To seek His face
Where the Lord Himself is found
With a God who cares
Hears all our prayers
The place where grace abounds.
By Megan Carter

Makes us realise how lucky we are here at
St. Paul’s to have such a great Music Team
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Roger Roberts reflects on the endings – and beginnings - that summer can bring.

What’s your next step?
Does this month spell the end of school,
college, or even a job, for you? Then
congratulations are in order: you have
completed a significant step!
Now it’s time to decide your next step.
The dictionary defines ‘step’ as a physical
movement that advances you in a desired
direction. You ‘step’ forward in order to
get somewhere specific. Each ‘step’,
however small, will make a difference to
your life.
The Bible reflects this. It is filled with the
metaphors of stepping, walking, running
and goals, pilgrimages, journeys, all to
describe the years of our lives.
So, choosing your next step in life this
year is important. The good news is that
you need not do it on your own. In God,
you have a divine ‘life coach’. He knows
you perfectly – and He has a plan for your
life. Most of all, His plan is to have a
close personal relationship with you.

We’ve all seen toddlers staggering
towards danger, ignoring their parents’
cries of warning. We’ve all seen adults
making a mess of their lives. They are
ignoring their personal divine Shepherd,
Guide, Teacher and Helper.
A baby learns to walk safely by listening
to its parents. We learn what God’s will is
for us through daily reading of His word,
in the Bible, and in obeying what we read.
For when God guides us, He does not
hand down a divine map of our lives for
us to follow on our own. His guidance is
more like that of a torch – a little advance
light, day by day, for our immediate daily
path.
Remember, the Lord wants you to succeed
in the earthly goals that He has for you!
So, trust Him to be your guide and helper
as you step into your future.

The Difference
So often
I can’t wear the right clothes,
Speak the right words,
Fit the right mould,
Be the shape people want me to be,
Expect me to be,
Demand that I am,
To conform.
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But you Lord
Accept me,
Release me,
Make it possible to be me,
Perfectly free
In Your service,
Open for You
To transform.
By Daphne Kitching

Advance notice of what is planned for next summer….

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee – a celebration of
faith & service – save the date!
A four-day Bank Holiday from 2-5 June
2022 will mark the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee next year. This is an amazing
opportunity to bring our communities
together for the celebrations, which end
on Pentecost Sunday.
HOPE Together, the Church of England,
the Methodist Church, Biblica and other
key partners are currently planning for the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, with a specially
commissioned souvenir book for us to
give away; a new anthem for communities
and churches to sing; a ’70 Acts of
Service’ community challenge for us to
adapt to use together with churches and
other organisations in our area, and lots of
resources for children and schools.
Rachel Jordan-Wolf, HOPE’s executive
director said, “Churches are in an ideal
place to bring communities together for
national celebrations. We have the tables,
chairs, crockery and PA systems – and we
love making cakes!
“It is so appropriate that the nation and
Commonwealth should be celebrating the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee on the same
weekend as Pentecost, the day when the
church celebrates the gift of God’s Holy
Spirit.”
The anointing of God’s Holy Spirit was
central to the Coronation and, in
preparation for the day, The Queen
prayed: ‘Come, Holy Spirit, and daily
increase in all of us, and in me, thy
humble servant, thy manifold gifts of
grace; the spirit of wisdom and
understanding; the spirit of counsel and
strength; the spirit of knowledge and true
godliness, and fill us, O Lord, with the
Spirit of thy holy fear, now and forever.
Amen.’

The beautifully illustrated souvenir book
to be published for the celebrations uses
rarely seen prayers, which the Queen
prayed in preparation for the Coronation,
and highlights how God has answered
those prayers over the past seven decades.
The ‘Platinum Jubilee Celebration of
Faith & Service’ will build on the
successful partnership facilitated by
HOPE Together, which enabled local
churches to bring their communities
together for the Diamond Jubilee and the
Queen’s 90th birthday celebrations.
Over the next year HOPE will provide
churches across the country with all the
resources and ideas they need to run a
great all-age community event that will
celebrate the Queen’s 70 years of faith
and service.
We can plan to get our church involved,
invite our community to the party, and
round off the weekend with a special
guest celebration service for Pentecost.
Find out more at hopetogether.org.uk/
jubilee—
So time for us to begin to think about how
we can celebrate—all suggestions are
welcome please pass to Yvonne Stevenson
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Friday 16th July will see the final
broadcast of the Community Choir during
“lockdown” when the aim is to run
through a selection of the songs which
have been used to represent significant
events and which have been important to
us during this time. This will be the
32nd broadcast in total since April 2020
(weekly from April to July 2020, then
twice a month September to December
and from 2021, monthly.

instrumental in the choirs establishment
supported by those dealing with logistics,
music and tea and coffee. The purpose
of broadcasting was to raise our spirits
during a challenging time, to help us to
keep singing and to ensure we would
retain familiarity with the repertoire so as
to be able to continue with the choir in the
future. We are hoping by September we
will be able to move forward with group
singing again in the Church Hall, although
nothing is certain.

The Community Choir sessions have been
broadcast mostly from my music room as
weekday connectivity from the wilds of
Cheshire was proving too challenging.
I’m sure many of you are now familiar
with this room – or at least the tidy part of
the room in front of the camera – dare I
“flip” to reveal the aspect of the room
behind the camera? At the time of writing
these broadcasts remain accessible on our
Facebook site (under the video tab)
although we plan to review and retain
only a sample for
our archives.

Please do join us on Friday 18th July at
2pm for our final broadcast and look out
for notices closer to September regarding
being able to meet again and resume
singing in person.
“We’ll meet again”.
Kevin

At last month’s
broadcast in June
we will have
remembered the
8th birthday of
the Community
Choir when we
will
have
referenced
Barbara and John
who were most
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Word Search
Thomas
Saint
Doubt
Faith
Feast
Honest
Confused
Father
Afraid
Where
Resurrection
Baffled
Demanded
Risen
See
Support
Touch
Wounds
Hands
Feet
Response
Worship
Lord
My
God

Doubting Thomas
If you have ever doubted aspects of your Christian faith, St
Thomas is the saint for you. His feast day is on 3rd July.
Thomas, one of Jesus’ 12 disciples, was deeply devoted,
but also very honest whenever he got confused. When
Jesus spoke of going to his Father (John 14), Thomas was
not afraid to ask Him where His Father was. As for the
Resurrection, that really baffled Thomas. He demanded to
see the risen Jesus for himself - and touch the wounds in
His hands and feet. When Jesus appeared, Thomas’
immediate response was one of worship: “My Lord and
my God” (John 20).
Thus, Doubting Thomas’ honest doubts, turned to honest
faith, have become a reassurance for thousands of us down
the centuries who also sometimes doubt Jesus. In
Doubting Thomas’ complete affirmation of faith, after
meeting the risen, crucified Christ, we can find support for
our own faith in Him.
Answers on page 15
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Members of the Parochial Church
Council not listed on page 16 and
their phone numbers
Diana Kelly
Carole Shakeshaft
Paula Hughes
Amanda Pearson
Joyce Green
Jean Law
Fiona Vaughan-Thomas
Rachel Lee

973-4578
969-6319
973-5121
07989138644
973-0396
962-6761

Handyman Harry
Need a helping hand then
contact Harry Thomas
Tel: 0161-969-4397

Sunshine Window Cleaning Company
The Local Reliable Window Cleaner
Cleaning the Panes, Frames and Sills using the latest water fed pole
system, ensuring perfect results every time
Tricky windows and conservatory roofs handled with ease.
A family run business with customer satisfaction the only priority.
No Smears
No Ladders

No Streaks
No Hassle

To see the difference, contact us now for prompt service.
Tel 0161 9734910 Mob 07921 766022
e-mail enquiries@sunshinewindowclean.co.uk
31 Woodbourne Road M33 3SY

Viking Launderette
15 Ashton Lane
Sale
Tel: 0161-973-8575
07846 79655

Arthur Gresty Limited
Trafford Funeral Homes

Pick-Up and Delivery
Service available on
request

24 hour personal family attention from
a local independent company
Private Chapels of Rest
Tel: 0161-973-1515

ASHBROOKS
Quality Furniture, Beds and Carpets
Visit our showrooms at:16-20 Washway Road, Sale
Telephone: 0161-973-3406
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1st July
2nd July
3rd July
4th July

Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

5th July
6thJuly
7th July
8th July
9th July
10th July
11th July

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

12th July
13th July
14th July
15th July
16th July
17th July
18th July

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

19th July
20th July
21st July
22nd July
23rd July
24th July
25th July

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

10.00am

No BCP Communion

10.00am
8.30am
10.00am
6.00pm

No Zoom ‘Not Coffee’ Morning
No BCP Communion
Parish Eucharist
Evening Prayer

9.30am

Babes & Tots

10.00am

No BCP Communion

10.00am
8.30am
10.00am
6.00pm

No Zoom ‘Not Coffee’ Morning
No BCP Communion
Parish Eucharist
Evening Prayer

9.30am

Babes & Tots

10.00am
No BCP Communion
2.00pm
Community Choir (on-line)
10.00am
Zoom ‘Not Coffee’ Morning
8.30am
No BCP Communion
10.00am
Parish Eucharist
6.00pm
Evening Prayer
Deadline for the August Parish News

10.00am

No BCP Communion

10.00am
8.30am
10.00am
6.00pm

No Zoom ‘Not Coffee’ Morning
No BCP Communion
Parish Eucharist
Evening Prayer
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26th July
27th July
28th July
29th July
30th July
31st July

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

1st August

Sunday

10.00am

BCP Communion

10.00am

No Zoom ‘Not Coffee’ Morning

8.30am
10.00am
6.00pm

No BCP Communion
Parish Eucharist
Evening Prayer

During this period of Vacancy and our journey until we have a new priest all
services as advertised are subject to last minute change depending on
whether we have been able to obtain clergy cover. All Sunday 8.30am BCP
Communion Services are currently suspended and this will be reviewed in
September with the Rural Dean and we are only able at present to obtain
cover for the last Thursday in the month for the 10am BCP Communion
Service. So please check our website and Facebook pages regularly for
updates.
At this time we remain subject to the mandatory need to observe the social
distancing rules and to wear face-coverings (remember these must cover your
nose and mouth and be on before you enter the building). The wearing of a
mask properly helps everyone in that it helps protect you from me and me from
you from the spread of the virus.
Note:- ‘Not Coffee’ Zoom meetings have now ended for the summer and we
hope that before too long restrictions will be eased enough that we can resume
our normal Saturday Charity Coffee Mornings—keep an eye on our website and
Facebook pages and any announcements made in our main 10am Sunday
service.
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St. Paul’s Parish Directory
Incumbent
Reader
Pastoral Workers:
Churchwardens:
Treasurer to the PCC:
Secretary to the PCC:
Director of Music:
Assistant Organists:

VACANT
Michael Riley
Yvonne Kerridge
Karen Salisbury
Harry Thomas
Yvonne Stevenson
Brian Hirst
Karen Salisbury
Anne Allen
John Clisset
Kevin Drury

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Junior Church
Parish Giving Officer
Brian Kerridge
*
Electoral Roll Officer:
Yvonne Stevenson
*
Parish News Editor:
Karen Salisbury
*
Bible Reading Fellowship:
Rachel Lee
Men’s Society:
Michael Riley
*
Women’s Tuesday Group:
Hilary Moore
*
St. Paul’s Babes & Tots
Rachel Lee
Tower Warden:
Ian Moore
Christian Aid:
Anita Evans
Children’s Society:
Sheila Clarke
Church Hall Bookings:
Eileen Craven
*
Badminton Group:
4th Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Brownies: Vicky Williams
4th Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Guides:
As above

969-2795
962-4066
283-8309
969-4397
2831065
969-8463
283-8309
01925-763103
962-2096
962-7963
962-4066
283-1065
283-8309
973-1282
969-2795
969-1831
973-1282
0787-670-6834
973-4679
962-4678
283 7668
07986 525898

Parish Office
962-0082
Parish Office e-mail
salestpaul@aol.com
Hall Bookings
salestpaulshall@gmail.com
Names above marked with * are members of the Parochial Church Council
Parish Organisations
Monday
Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

9.30am
6.15pm
7.30pm
1.00pm
8.00pm
9.30am
7.30pm
8.00pm
1.00pm
9.30am
10.30am

St. Paul’s Babes & Tots
4th Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Brownies
4th Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Guides
Women’s Tuesday Group (2nd of every month)
Badminton Group
St. Paul’s Babes & Tots
Chorister Training and Choir Practice
Men’s Society (last of every month Sept to May but not Dec)
Community Choir
Open Church
Charity Coffee Morning
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