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When you read this magazine, we shall have 

passed through the solemn season of Lent, 

culminating in the events of Holy Week, 

and experienced the joys of the Easter 

Message.  That the sadness of Good 

Friday and the triumphant confidence of 

Easter Day come so closely together is a 

parable of life itself.  A wise man, himself 

deeply involved in the absolute horror of 

apartheid in South Africa, wrote some 

years ago: “There is an end to suffering; 

there is no end to the experience of having 

suffered”.   I fear this may be true for so 

many following the coronavirus 

pandemic.  As lockdowns and restrictions 

are set to be removed, Deo volent, over 

the coming months, we shall again have 

to adjust to a different pace of life. 

 

But what is also profoundly true and one 

of the lasting effects of suffering is that it 

gives a new depth and dimension to true 

joy, especially to true Christian joy.  The 

Rev. Wm. Gadsby of Manchester wrote 

“Jesus has been given many thrones but 

the place He chose for Himself was called 

The Skull”.  Evidently His intention was 

that the place of a stark tragedy and a 

placarded claim should be the chief 

meeting place between the Son of Man 

and the ‘many’.  The tragedy of Golgotha 

was transformed into the triumph of the 

Resurrection. 

With the “living hope” of Easter, we as 

Christians are called to be active in the 

world.  I recall my late friend and 

colleague Gerald Ibbotson always prayed 

for the Church to be outward looking, that 

God would help us not to be so inward 

looking.  He would say to me, Michael “A 

Church that lives to itself, dies to itself.”   

 

Our Church enjoys a very prominent 

location on the banks of the Bridgewater 

Canal, adjacent to the Town Centre, as we 

look to the future, may I urge you to 

please think and pray on how best we may 

serve our Community. 

 

In some small way I feel the various 

displays we have placed outside the 

Church over the last twelve months, on 

Saint’s Days, days of celebration and 

remembrance, both local and national, 

have helped us to engage with the wider 

community.  The Lenten Cross, made 

from the Church Christmas tree, is a case 

in point, this has previously always been 

displayed inside the Church building and 

consequently only seen by those who 

come within our walls.  This year it was 

placed prominently outside the Church 

facing Sibson Road, looking out to the 

World beyond.  Each Sunday during Lent 

we added an item to the Cross, symbols of 

the Passion, Death, and Resurrection of 

our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  It has 

been gladdening to see just how many 

people have paused at the Cross, and 

taken the time to read the words of 

explanation. 
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The joys of Spring are upon us, I know 

many of you have enjoyed walking around 

the Church gardens appreciating the 

variety of spring flowers, it has been a 

very good year for the Crocus.  As we look 

forward to resuming our gardening 

activities, we should be very grateful for 

the donation of any spare plants, roses 

bushes, shrubs or cuttings.  We thank God 

for these signs and symbols of new life, of 

a new and fresh hope.      

 

Easter brings us face to face with the life 

that God offers through Jesus Christ, let us 

hold fast to that great gift. 

 

May I wish you all a very Happy 

Eastertide. 

 

With my prayers and all good wishes, 

 

Yours very sincerely, 

Michael 

Thank you to Carole Shakeshaft for baking 

the Simnel Cake and keeping alive the 

tradition of presenting Simnel cake on 

Mothering Sunday to our Mother Church, 

St. Martin’s the ancient Parish Church in 

Ashton-upon-Mersey.  We usually present 

a large cake but this year we presented 

fifty individually wrapped covid secure 

portions. 

 

The following note has since been 

received from St. Martin’s 

 

Good morning Michael 

St Paul's gift of simnel cake to St Martin's 

was greeted with much happiness.  As I 

walked into church Rev. John Sutton was 

passing and after I explained he announced 

he would take a piece there and then, 

which caused a ripple of amusement 

among those around.  What he did was to 

show it during his sermon together with 

the various understandings of 

"Mothering".  

 

This is just to emphasise that the kindness 

and the cake was much appreciated by all.  

And as a separate thank you to Carole for 

baking a perfect simnel cake, beautifully 

presented. I confess I had eaten my own 

piece before arriving home and found it 

delicious.  

Your friend 

Joan 
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 This month I’m thinking about what we 

are all ‘doing’ in times of ‘waiting’. It’s 

very easy to just sit quietly and let the 

time pass by or just fill it in.  Not exactly 

wasting time, but not using it for any 

useful purpose either. 

 

But as Christians we live in expectation 

all the time, don’t we?  We live in the 

hope and promise of Christ’s return – 

even though we don’t know the ‘when’ or 

the ‘where’. 

 

Of course, there’s waiting and there’s 

waiting. I won’t say I’m the most patient 

person I know!  If the internet goes down 

or something mechanical takes a few 

seconds too long to process, you can often 

hear me chuntering. But there are other 

times when the waiting itself is precious.  

I’m thinking this month of when we 

receive the bread and wine at the 

distribution of Holy Communion. 

 

Perhaps you have avoided church since 

the original lockdown in March, or been 

going but not receiving communion, or 

indeed you have been participating with 

an online service with your own 

equivalents at home. Whichever it is for 

you, cast your mind back to when you 

were last in that position – or indeed look 

forward to when we are all able to gather 

together again and we ‘queue’ to approach 

the altar. 

 

 

 

Actually, we don’t ‘queue’.  We ‘process’ 

to the altar. We join the procession – a line 

of like-minded people with a similar 

intention to receive Christ. A time of 

physical movement and spiritual 

anticipation for holding those elements of 

Christ Himself: God being placed into our 

hands. How amazing is that!  

 

 

This month:   What do you think about 

when you are processing and waiting for 

Holy Communion?  Are you conscious of 

those around you or immersed in the 

moment? Do you pray quietly to yourself, 

join in with the singing or let your mind 

focus on the moment? 

Revd Dr Jo White continues her look on Reflected Faith with what it can really mean to 

‘wait.’ 

 

Reflected Faith:   
with all your soul, strength and mind 
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Easter Morning 
(John 20:1-18) 
 

Who is it you are looking for? 

Who? 

 

Mary, 

Looking for her Lord,  

Early in the morning, 

While it was still dark, 

Looking for Jesus, 

Expecting His death-wrapped body, 

Finding, instead, the stone of surprises and loss. 

 

The men come and go, 

But Mary stays and weeps 

For the love of her Lord. 

Looking, looking into the darkness, 

She weeps. 

 

Angels in white turn her to the light, 

And the possibility of grace. 

 

And in the speaking of her name, the world changes. 

Mary. 

Looking, looking no longer, 

The Lord lives, gloriously, 

For Mary. 

 

He lives for all who look. 

Who is it you are looking for? 

Who?  

 

By Daphne Kitching 
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It’s a hundred years since parish churches 

gained the power to run their own affairs, 

separately from what we now regard as 

local government. 

 

The religious affairs of a parish, as well as 

its secular business had been controlled 

by a single committee, which met in the 

church and was known as the 

‘Vestry’. Then, in 1894, Parish Councils 

were formed to deal with secular matters; 

the Vestry continued to oversee church 

affairs until 1921, when Parochial Church 

Councils (PCC) were established. People 

still get confused by the two. 

 

Churchwardens have been around since 

the 13th Century and legally ‘own’ the 

movable contents of the church. They are 

meant to maintain order in the church and 

churchyard, with the assistance of their 

staves, if necessary. In the event of serious 

disorder today, a mobile phone might be a 

safer instrument, with staves reserved for 

ceremonial occasions!  Churchwardens 

are now chosen by parishioners, though 

the Incumbent (ie Vicar or Rector) has a 

limited right of veto. 

 

Today, anyone on the Electoral Roll of the 

church (sorry, another confusion, for the 

secular Electoral Roll is entirely separate) 

can attend the Annual Parochial Church 

Meeting, which elects the PCC. The 

Incumbent is an ex officio member, as are 

other licensed clergy and Churchwardens, 

members of the Deanery Synod, plus any 

member of the Diocesan Synod and 

General Synod who lives in the parish or 

is on the Roll. The Incumbent chairs the 

PCC, which elects a Vice-Chair and 

appoints a Standing Committee to transact 

business between meetings.  

The purpose of a PCC, which must meet 

at least four times a year, is to consult 

together with the Incumbent “on matters 

of general concern and importance to the 

parish”, and that includes the “whole 

mission of the Church”. Did you know 

that changes to the forms of service, or the 

vesture or the minister, can only happen 

after consultation?   

 

Inevitably, money and building 

maintenance take up a lot of room on the 

Agenda, though we all know they are less 

important than mission.  It’s a real 

challenge for every PCC member to pray 

for non-churchgoing parishioners and to 

find imaginative ways of introducing 

them to Christ and His Church. 

 

If you’ve got this far and are a member of 

your PCC - congratulations - you are a 

hundred years old this year! 

 

 

Just a reminder to everyone our Annual 

Church Meetings will take place on 

Sunday 18th April in the Church Hall 

following the Parish Eucharist service .  

These will commence at 11am 

(approximately and the first meeting will 

be elect two Churchwardens  and the 

second to elect four members to the PCC 

for 3 years and there is also a  vacancy for 

1 year.  The Annual Report will be 

published prior to this.   

Please note that Election of Sidespeople 

will take place at the PCC meeting in May 

due to changes in the rules and we are 

looking for more people to become 

Sidespeople as the rotas are at present 

very depleted.   

(See the poster and flyer regarding this 

meeting). 

The Ven John Barton considers a beloved, national institution…. 

100 years of the PCC 
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Lessons of 
Lockdown 
 

This past year may have altered your 

perspective on life.  Some of the following 

statements may be worth thinking about…. 

 Life is precarious 

 A nurse is worth more than a 

professional footballer 

 Spare time isn’t a waste of time 

 A smile is precious 

 Being alone isn’t the same as 

loneliness  

 Hard work doesn’t guarantee 

employment 

 I’m spending more on food & drink 

and less on church & charity 

 Silence opens us to creative ideas 

 Social media are a mixed blessing 

 Shopping needn’t be addictive 

 Driving less and walking more is 

good for humanity 

 Isolation teaches us we need each 

other to generate energy 

 Getting back to ‘normal’ isn’t God’s 

plan for the human race 

 When everything else is shut, God is 

open 
The Way 
  
Come, still your hearts, let troubles go 

For you believe in Me, 

And I am with you, I will show 

The way ahead of thee. 

  

My Father’s house has many rooms 

You know my words are so! 

My Spirit and my Word illumes 

The way that you shall go. 

  

I am the Way, the Truth, the Life 

Believe and you shall see 

The way through tempest and through strife 

To My eternity. 

 

By Nigel Beeton 

A Prayer before the Cross 
(Thoughts on the Passion of Christ) 

  

Dear Lord, my sin is mine and mine alone: 

That folly of my humanness which I must 

own 

As having moved against the best-self 

You, Lord, worked within my heart, 

‘til now my worst-self forms the greater part 

Of what I see, and you must judge. 
 

My Lord, it is no more than I deserve 

For I indeed do let old Adam hide 

Within the New Man you would forge. 

So, Lord, my sin, in each and every part 

Betrays that loyalty displayed upon the cross 

Before which I, in penitence, now plead. 
 

Dear Lord, forgive my fall from grace 

And as I look into your eyes 

Restore to me the robe of love you gave 

That I may walk, full face, along your way 

Towards our Father’s house 

Wherein a joyful welcoming will say - 

‘My child, now you are home at last.’ 

By Sam Doubtfire 
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Saturdays 

10am 

Contact Yvonne Kerridge for the codes for these meetings 

Sit and relax at home with a drink and catch up with friends 

Tel: 01619624066 or Email yvonne101@ntlworld.com 

The Bishop of London, Sarah Mullally, 

who chairs the Church of England’s 

Coronavirus Recovery Group, has 

recently responded to the Prime 

Minister’s roadmap for reopening the 

country, saying that “we will refine our 

own advice for local churches in the 

weeks ahead. 

 

“When the first lockdown was 

introduced last year, we were – as we are 

now – in the midst of Lent, a time of 

preparation and self-reflection for 

Christians as we look forward with hope 

to Easter. 

 

“This has been an incredibly testing time 

for the whole world.  But we have also 

seen remarkable signs of hope.  

The rapid development and distribution 

of vaccines has been a phenomenal 

achievement and the way in which 

people have reached out to others has 

been inspirational.   

 

"Our churches have loved and served 

their neighbours perhaps like never 

before and found ways to meet and 

worship God together we would not have 

imagined just a year ago. 

 

“As we look ahead to the prospect of 

easing of restrictions, we know it is still 

a long road. Yet Easter reminds us we 

always have hope.” 

Coronavirus reopening roadmap:  
comment from the Bishop of London 
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ASHBROOKS  
Quality Furniture, Beds and Carpets 

Visit our showrooms at:- 

16-20 Washway Road, Sale 

Telephone: 0161-973-3406 

 

Arthur Gresty Limited 
Trafford Funeral Homes 

24 hour personal family attention from 

a local independent company 

Private Chapels of Rest 

Tel: 0161-973-1515 

Sunshine Window Cleaning Company 
 The Local Reliable Window Cleaner 
 

Cleaning the Panes, Frames and Sills using the latest water fed pole 
system, ensuring perfect results every time 
 

Tricky windows and conservatory roofs handled with ease. 
A family run business with customer satisfaction the only priority. 

No Smears No Streaks 
No Ladders No Hassle 

To see the difference, contact us now for prompt service. 
Tel 0161 9734910 Mob 07921 766022 
e-mail enquiries@sunshinewindowclean.co.uk 
31 Woodbourne Road M33 3SY 

Viking Launderette 
15 Ashton Lane 

Sale 
Tel: 0161-973-8575 

07846 79655 

Pick-Up and Delivery 
Service available on 

request 

Handyman Harry 

Need a helping hand then 
contact Harry Thomas 

Tel: 0161-969-4397 

Members of the Parochial Church 
Council not listed on page 16 and 
their phone numbers 
 

Hilary Moore   969-1831 

Carole Shakeshaft  969-6319 

Tilly Rothwell   07792421867 

Barrie Lund   286-3845 

Paula Hughes   973-5121 

Amanda Pearson  07989138644 

Joyce Green   973-0396 

Jean Law    962-6761 

mailto:enquiries@sunshinewindowclean.co.uk
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1st April  Maundy Thursday 10.00am  No BCP Communion 
       7.30pm  Last Supper and Watch 
2nd April  Good Friday  2.30pm  Good Friday Liturgy 
3rd April  Saturday   10.00am  Zoom ‘Not Coffee’ Morning 
Easter Eve 
4th April  Easter Sunday 8.30am  BCP Communion 
       10.00am  Parish Eucharist 
       6.00pm  Evensong 
5th April  Monday 
6thApril  Tuesday 
7th April  Wednesday 
8th April  Thursday  10.00am  No BCP Communion 
9th April  Friday 
10th April Saturday   10.00am  Zoom ‘Not Coffee’ Morning 
11th April Sunday   8.30am  BCP Communion 
       10.00am  Parish Eucharist 
       6.00pm  Evensong 
12th April Monday 
13th April Tuesday 
14th April Wednesday 
15th April Thursday  10.00am  No BCP Communion 
16th April Friday   2.00pm  Community Choir (on-line) 
17th April Saturday   10.00am  Zoom ‘Not Coffee’ Morning 
18th April Sunday   8.30am  BCP Communion 
       10.00am  Parish Eucharist 
       11.00am  Followed by our Annual Church 
          Meetings at which we will be  
          electing Churchwardens and PCC  
          Members  
       6.00pm  Evensong 

Deadline for the May Parish News 
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19th April Monday 
20th April Tuesday 
21st April Wednesday 
22nd April Thursday  10.00am  No BCP Communion 
23rd April Friday 
24th April Saturday   10.00am  Zoom ‘Not Coffee’ Morning 
25th April Sunday   8.30am  BCP Communion 
       10.00am  Parish Eucharist 
       6.00pm  Evensong 
26th April Monday 
27th April Tuesday 
28th April Wednesday 
29th April Thursday  10.00am  BCP Communion 
30th April Friday 
 
1st May  Saturday   10.00am  Zoom ‘Not Coffee’ Morning 
2nd May  Sunday   8.30am  BCP Communion 
       10.00am  Parish Eucharist 
       6.00pm  Evensong 
 
During this period of Vacancy and our journey until we have a new priest all 
services as advertised are subject to last minute change depending on 
whether we have been able to obtain clergy cover.  So please check our 
website and Facebook pages regularly for updates.  
  
Services in italics remain subject to us being able to find cover which at the time 
of going to press we had not been able to cover. 
 
At this time we remain subject to the mandatory need to observe the social 
distancing rules and to wear face-coverings (remember these must cover your 
nose and mouth and be on before you enter the building).  The wearing of a 
mask properly helps everyone in that it helps protect you from me and me from 
you from the spread of the virus. 
 
Note:- ‘Not Coffee’ meetings are back to being Zoom Meeting at 10am —so 
please feel free to join in—don’t forget if you wish to join in with these on-line 
meetings please contact Yvonne Kerridge for the code (see page 11) 
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St. Paul’s Parish Directory 
 
Incumbent     VACANT 
Reader      Michael Riley   *   969-2795 
Reader In Training   Rob Chilton   *   905-2507 
Pastoral Workers:    Yvonne Kerridge  *   962-4066 
       Karen Salisbury  *   283-8309 
Churchwardens:    Harry Thomas  *   969-4397 
       Yvonne Stevenson *   2831065 
Treasurer to the PCC:   Brian Hirst   *   969-8463 
Secretary to the PCC:   Karen Salisbury  *   283-8309 
Director of Music:    Anne Allen   *  01925-763103 
Assistant Organists:   John Clisset      962-2096 
       Kevin Drury      962-7963 
Junior Church     
Parish Giving Officer    Brian Kerridge  *   962-4066 
Electoral Roll Officer:   Yvonne Stevenson *   283-1065 
Parish News Editor:   Karen Salisbury  *   283-8309 
Bible Reading Fellowship:  Rachel Lee      973-1282 
Men’s Society:    Michael Riley   *   969-2795 

Women’s Tuesday Group:  Diana Kelly   *   973-4578 
St. Paul’s Babes & Tots  Rachel Lee      973-1282 
Tower Warden:    Ian Moore       
Christian Aid:     Anita Evans      973-4679 
Children’s Society:   Sheila Clarke      962-4678 
Church Hall Bookings:   Eileen Craven  *   283 7668  
Badminton Group:    
4

th
 Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Brownies: Vicky Williams  07986 525898  

4
th
 Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Guides:  As above 

 
     Parish Office     962-0082 
     Parish Office e-mail  salestpaul@aol.com 
     Hall Bookings   salestpaulshall@gmail.com 

Names above marked with * are members of the Parochial Church Council 

Parish Organisations 
Monday  
Tuesday  9.30am  St. Paul’s Babes & Tots 
   6.15pm  4

th
 Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Brownies 

   7.30pm  4
th
 Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Guides 

   1.00pm  Women’s Tuesday Group (2
nd

 of every month) 
Wednesday 8.00pm  Badminton Group 
Thursday  9.30am  St. Paul’s Babes & Tots 
   7.30pm  Chorister Training and Choir Practice  
   8.00pm  Men’s Society (last of every month Sept to May but not Dec) 
Friday  1.00pm  Community Choir 
Saturday  9.30am  Open Church 
   10.30am  Charity Coffee Morning 


