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Dear Friends
Sadly, that was not the case and we had to
make major changes to our Christmas
season and I know that many were very
hurt by the rather stringent guidelines we
were given. It does hurt to not be able to
hold on to the familiar routines and
practices that we surround our lives with.
The familiar brings comfort to us all and
change, even change for the better, can be
disturbing and discomforting, especially
when it is change we have had thrust upon
us and not of our own choosing.
However, for the sake of all people and
particularly for the sake of those who are
most vulnerable we do have to keep on
accepting the constantly changing
guidelines and restrictions.

In my last January letter I commented
about how quickly the first 20 years of
this century had passed and how even
though we were all 20 years older and
many of us had more gray hairs and were
a bit less agile l we were at least still here
and I wondered what this year 2020
would bring to us all. I could never in my
wildest dreams have predicted what the
year did bring! We had all heard about
the Corona virus that was spreading in
China, but I doubt any of us expected it to
spread to the whole world the way it has,
or the devastation and loss it would bring
to so many families. Our thoughts are
very much with those who lost loved ones
in 2020 and especially with those who felt
they could not say a ‘proper’ goodbye due
to the numerical limits imposed on
services.

This year may be starting off in a way
none of us are happy with but we do have
the hope that the vaccine will make a big
difference and that before too long we
will be able to meet up again in
unrestricted, or at least bigger numbers
that we currently can and that we will be
able to reopen our social groups, meeting
in person not just online or by telephone.

When in March we were put into a
lockdown for 3 weeks I did expect it to
last longer so was not taken entirely by
surprise when we had to miss out of much
of what we had planned for Easter and
instead to make do with services streamed
from my office. I consoled myself, and I
think many others were comforted with
the thought at least by Christmas we
would be back to normal and could plan
for a really special Christmas celebration.

In last year’s letter I also spoke of things
that are unchanging, the love God for his
people, the eternal message of salvation
and that still holds true. No matter what
changes we have to deal with God is the
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same, his love and mercy endure forever
and we can try our best to live our lives in
these chaotic times by holding on to the
message that God is with us, that God
incarnate who entered the world as a
small child is still in the world and we can
work hard to reflect his love and show it
to others though our words and our
actions. I want to thank all those at St
Paul’s who have been showing and
sharing God’s love throughout this
pandemic, by keeping in contact with
those who are isolated or vulnerable, by
helping to provide worship opportunities
in church and online, by calmly getting on
with whatever needed to be done and thus
showing the world that even if at times
our building are closed the church is still
active and cares deeply for all God’s
people. By doing so they have set
wonderful examples of how these
Christians love one another and indeed
how they love all God’s Children. I want
to quote to you from just one of the many
complimentary e-mails I have received
about the work that St Paul’s people have
done

“I am not from your congregation, but I
drive past sometimes and had noticed
your lovely crib outside. This morning I
brought my twin toddlers to come and
have a look as we won’t be able to go to
our local church family carol service this
year. Being only two years old, they
didn’t look for long but they did peer
inside the display and one said, “Bye
baby!” as we left. I just wanted you to
know at this strange time when I’m sure
your normal practice has been very much
affected, your display brought us to the
church and made me smile.”
What better result could we hope to get
than to draw people to the church and
make them smile.’
Most of you will already know that this
will be my last letter to you as your Vicar
as I retire on January 31st and so I want to
say thank you for having me and thank
you to all who have helped me to serve
God in this place for the last 9 years
Yours in Christ
Barbara

Thank you for all the get well cards and
telephone enquiries to Maxine during my
recent sojourn in both Wythenshawe
Hospital and Ascot House, Sale for
residential care.
I am sorry that I was unable to speak to
those who telephoned me on their mobile
phones, only I could not get a signal in
Ascot House.
Both the family and I would like to thanks
you for your concern for my welfare.
Kind regards
Donald
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Light
Many readers will know that I usually try
and go for a run/walk each morning
before work. During these times ideas,
quite often, pop into my head! I do
wonder whether it is God trying to tell me
something or whether it is just merely
coincidence and the fact that there is no
media or even my dear husband crowding
out the silence!
On one such morning I was thinking how
dark and dreary it was. Well, I suppose if
one goes out at 6.30am on a December
morning that is what one should expect! It
took my thought pattern though to how
nice it would be if there was more day
light. I then thought that, may be, I could
write something about light for the
magazine!
At the time of writing (start of December)
the days are still getting shorter but by the
time you read this the dark days of winter
will very slowly be getting lighter until
spring finally arrives.
This year like no other year for a very
long time, people with be looking forward
to spring more than ever. Not only
because of the lighter nights and longer
days and all the promise that spring brings
but because of, hopefully, the roll out of
the COVID vaccine and the gradual return
to a more normal way of living that the
roll out promises.
If anyone has watched the myriad of
government briefings or even news pieces
of the specialists talking about the vaccine
breakthroughs, it will have been hard not
to notice the metaphors that some have
been using to help explain things,
especially those of the Deputy Chief
Medical Officer Professor Jonathan VanTam.
I like the train metaphor he has used for
waiting “Waiting on the platform to board
a crowded train” waiting for a medical

breakthrough “This to me is like a train
journey, it’s wet, it’s windy, it’s horrible”
still waiting “And two miles down the
tracks, two lights appear and it’s the train
and it’s a long way off and we’re at this
point at the moment”. “That’s the efficacy
result. “Then we hope the train slows
down safely to get into the station, that’s
the safety data, and then the train stops”.
He carries on with his metaphor
explaining the regulatory process.
The train symbolism ends up with ‘the
light at the end of the tunnel’ – the
approved vaccine. As Christians we live
not by the light at the end of the secular
tunnel, although on this occasion it is
what many of us have been waiting for,
but by the light of Christ. As Jesus said “I
am the light of the world. Whoever
follows me will never walk in darkness,
but will have the light of life”. We on our
Christian journeys are to reflect that light
in the world
In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus said,
"You are the light of the world. A city set
on a hill cannot be hidden; nor does
anyone light a lamp and put it under a
basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives
light to all who are in the house. Let your
light shine before men in such a way that
they may see your good works, and
glorify your Father who is in heaven"
So whether it is the lighter days of spring
and the hope of better times to come that
we yearn for, let us remember that each
one of us carries the Christ light within us.
We still have more winter days to get
through and all manner of personal
problems but we will get through with the
help of Christ’s light which shines in the
darkness.
Yours in Christ
Yvonne K
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We must become a ‘simpler, humbler,
bolder Church’ - Archbishops
The momentous events of 2020 will have
a “profound effect” on the future of the
Church of England and our wider society,
the Archbishops of Canterbury and York
have said.

“We are aware that this is a year in
which huge changes are happening in our
society and consequently in the Church.
“For let us be clear, there is no
possibility of changes in society failing
to have a profound effect on the shape,
calling and experience of mission in the
Church.”

In a recent joint address to the General
Synod, Archbishops Justin Welby and
Stephen Cottrell said the Church of
England must adapt and put its trust in
God to become a “simpler, humbler,
bolder Church."

Outlining the dramatic events of 2020,
he added: “These crises are not signs of
the absence of God but calls to recognise
the presence of the kingdom and to act in
faith and courage, simplifying our life
focusing on Jesus Christ, looking
outwards to the needy and renewing in
our cells our call to wash feet, to serve
ou r so cie t y a nd to b e th e
Church for England.”

The archbishops’ comments came as they
addressed the first online sitting of the
General Synod following a legal change
to enable it to meet remotely amid the
coronavirus restrictions.
They outlined how the coronavirus
pandemic and its economic fallout are
providing the backdrop to huge social
changes - here and around the world.

Archbishop Stephen went on to outline
the work of groups set up to discern how
the Church of England might respond
and change in light of the recent
challenges.
He told Synod: “If we put our trust in
God, and if we learn to love one another,
then I believe we can become a simpler,
humbler, bolder Church, better able to
live and share the gospel of Jesus
Christ."

They also singled out how the Black
Lives Matter movement and the
publication of the IICSA report on abuse
had exposed the Church’s own failings
and the need to change.
Archbishop Justin told Synod: “2020
will be a year that registers in memory
and in history. It can be compared with
1929, with 1914, with 1989.
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Paul Valler, Chair of the LICC Board (London Institute for Contemporary
Christianity.)

How many more waves?
As the days are dark, and winter still
stretches ahead, many of us find the
prospect of more restrictions for months
to come even harder than when we first
went into lockdown.
After nine months of coronavirus, we are
emotionally drained. We are financially
drained.
We are lonely, depressed,
frightened, and facing deep uncertainty,
from job losses to health problems to
relationship breakdown. We are running
out of steam, and the virus is still going
strong.

But the truly transformative moment for
Job came when, instead of seeing his
situation in front of God, he finally saw
God in front of his situation. Then, even
in the intensity of his suffering, the
greatness of the Almighty eclipsed the
problem. That is the revelation we need.
In this sad and weary time lament is
therapeutic, and we can be completely
real with our Father in Heaven. Yet in our
lament, the path to rekindling true hope
lies in the possibility of focusing on the
character and immensity of God. Greater
is He that is in us than the pandemic that
is in the world.

There is a strong parallel in all this with
the ancient book of Job and his experience
of loss and pain. Like Job, we are
discovering that we are not always
entitled to health, wealth, and happiness;
and like Job our suffering inexplicably
goes on and on. Like the irritating
moralising of Job’s comforters, the
constant critique of the media only seems
to make things worse. And, like Job, our
minds are incapable of totally grasping
the meaning of all this suffering. We need
hope.

Join in with the ancient words of Psalm
42: ‘Why are you downcast O my soul?
Why so disturbed within me? Put your
hope in God, for I will yet praise Him, my
Saviour and my God.’

Job was deprived of everything, yet even
in his despair he never lost his belief that
God was there. Occasionally an
indestructible hope burst forth like a ray
of light in the darkness of his pain. “I
know that my redeemer lives, and that in
the end He will stand on the earth. And
after my skin has been destroyed, yet in
my flesh I will see God.’ (Job 19:26).
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Canon Paul Hardingham finds the wise men’s gifts to be of help to us now.

Epiphany for today
This month we celebrate Epiphany, when
we remember the Magi from the East who
followed a star to find the baby Jesus:
‘Where is the one who has been born king
of the Jews?’ (Matthew 2:1).

The gift of frankincense reflects that the
visitors saw not just an earthly king, but
God in human flesh. Incense symbolises
the prayers of God’s people and so this
gift reminds us that God is worthy of our
worship and prayer. Will we offer our
praise and prayer, as we seek God to
guide us through the uncertainties of this
time?

At the start of a New Year, amid the
uncertainty of the pandemic, are we
asking the same question? The gifts they
offered show us how we can find Him in
the uncertainty of the coming year: ‘they
bowed down and worshipped Him…and
presented Him with gifts of gold,
frankincense and myrrh.’ (2:11).

The gift of myrrh reflects that these
astrologers saw beyond the baby’s birth
and life, to His death which would secure
life for all. Jesus was offered myrrh on the
cross and was a spice used in His tomb.
As we face the sufferings of this New
Year, we can be confident that Jesus
knows and understands our experience.
Are we ready to trust Him?

The gift of gold reflects that the Magi saw
in the baby a king, destined to rule over us
all. In this coming year we need to
remember that Jesus is on the throne, the
seat of power and authority in the whole
universe. Will we crown Him king of our
lives and dedicate all that we are and do to
Him?

‘Glorious now behold Him arise, King
and God and Sacrifice! Heav’n sings
Hallelujah: Hallelujah the earth
replies.’ (‘We Three Kings’).

Saturdays
10am & 11am

Contact Barbara for the codes for these meetings
Sit and relax at home with a drink and catch up with friends
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Open that window

Plants
in your front garden

Here is an easy resolution for the New
Year: open your windows at home for
‘short sharp bursts’ of 10 to 15 minutes at
a time, several times a day.

What’s in your front garden? If it is sparse,
why not consider adding some plants this
year?
Apparently, the presence of
greenery can lower your stress levels as
much as two months of mindfulness
sessions. Plants can also help you to feel
happier.

The government’s public information campaign says that regular fresh air can cut the
risk of Covid transmission by more than
70 per cent.
So, either leave a window open a small
amount continuously, or open it fully on a
regular basis throughout the day, especially if anyone has come to visit you in
your home. Coronavirus is spread through
the air by droplets and smaller particles
known as aerosols. They can hang in the
air for hours and they build up over time.

A recent trial study by the Royal
Horticultural Society found that people
who introduced ornamental plants such as
juniper, azalea, clematis, lavender, daffodil
bulbs and petunias had a significant
lowering of the stress hormone, cortisol,
and many reported that they felt ‘happier’.
Now this could be difficult—not only as I
live in a flat but the daughter reckons I
could kill plastic flowers!!! Mmmm—
wonder where I go from here with this??
Any suggestions>
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Why parking your
car is getting more
difficult
Have you noticed that it is getting harder
to park your car? And that when you
finally do get parked, you can barely get
the door open enough to squeeze out?
It is not your fault. Modern cars have
grown so big that many drivers now have
as little as 21cm of room to spare in a
parking space.
A recent study has found that the country’s
most popular cars are as much as 55 per
cent larger than they were in the Seventies,
while the standard parking space has not
grown at all. No surprise, then, that
millions of drivers scrape their cars each
year trying to park in cramped spaces.

Rooted in Love –
Lent Reflections
on Life in Christ
By Sarah Mullally, SPCK, £7.99
This is the first Lent book from the Bishop
of London, and it explores the ways in
which we can live the Christian life to the
full today.

The biggest grower is the Mini Hatch,
which is now 55 per cent bigger and takes
up to 22 per cent more of a parking space
that the original did, back in 1959. The
Honda Civic of today is 1.8m wide, an
increase of 44 per cent. It now takes up
nearly three quarters of a standard parking
bay.

The forty reflections will help you to go
deeper into the meaning and practice of
what it is to have your life in Christ today.
Each reflection includes a Bible reading, a
prayer and a suggestion for action.

CarGurus, who carried out the research,
has urged the authorities to update the
guidelines for parking bays. The current
size of a parking bay is 2.4m by 4.8m, and
has not changed in 50 years.

The result is an exceptionally helpful Lent
book, offering a rich array of biblical
insight and spiritual guidance that
Christians of all traditions will warmly
welcome and appreciate.
The Rt Revd and Rt Hon Dame Sarah
Mullally DBE is the Bishop of London.
Before her ordination she was Chief
Nursing Officer in the Department of
Health.
11

12

Members of the Parochial Church
Council not listed on page 16 and
their phone numbers
Hilary Moore
Carole Shakeshaft
Tilly Rothwell
Barrie Lund
Paula Hughes
Amanda Pearson
Joyce Green
Jean Law

969-1831
969-6319
07792421867
286-3845
973-5121
07989138644
973-0396
962-6761

Handyman Harry
Need a helping hand then
contact Harry Thomas
Tel: 0161-969-4397

Sunshine Window Cleaning Company
The Local Reliable Window Cleaner
Cleaning the Panes, Frames and Sills using the latest water fed pole
system, ensuring perfect results every time
Tricky windows and conservatory roofs handled with ease.
A family run business with customer satisfaction the only priority.
No Smears
No Ladders

No Streaks
No Hassle

To see the difference, contact us now for prompt service.
Tel 0161 9734910 Mob 07921 766022
e-mail enquiries@sunshinewindowclean.co.uk
31 Woodbourne Road M33 3SY

Viking Launderette
15 Ashton Lane
Sale
Tel: 0161-973-8575
07846 79655

Arthur Gresty Limited
Trafford Funeral Homes

Pick-Up and Delivery
Service available on
request

24 hour personal family attention from
a local independent company
Private Chapels of Rest
Tel: 0161-973-1515

ASHBROOKS
Quality Furniture, Beds and Carpets
Visit our showrooms at:16-20 Washway Road, Sale
Telephone: 0161-973-3406
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1st January
2nd January
3rd January

Friday
Saturday
Sunday

4th January
5th January
6th January
7th January
8th January
9th January

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
10.00am
BCP Communion
Friday
Saturday
10.00am
Zoom Coffee Morning (Part 1)
11.00am
Zoom Coffee Morning (Part 2)
Sunday
8.30am
BCP Communion
10.00am
Parish Eucharist
6.00pm
Evensong
Deadline for the February Parish News
and Agenda and Reports for the PCC Meeting
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
10.00am
BCP Communion
Friday
Saturday
10.00am
Zoom Coffee Morning (Part 1)
11.00am
Zoom Coffee Morning (Part 2)
Sunday
8.30am
BCP Communion
10.00am
Parish Eucharist
6.00pm
Evensong
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
10.00am
BCP Communion
Friday

10th January

11th January
12th January
13th January
14th January
15th January
16th January
17th January
18th January
19th January
20th January
21st January
22nd January

8.30am
10.00am
6.00pm
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BCP Communion
Parish Eucharist
No Evensong

23rd January

Saturday

24th January

Sunday

25th January
26th January
27th January
28th January
29th January
30th January

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
10.00am
BCP Communion
Friday
Saturday 10.00am
Zoom Coffee Morning (Part 1)
11.00am
Zoom Coffee Morning (Part 2)
Sunday
8.30am
BCP Communion
10.00am
Parish Eucharist
6.00pm
Evensong

31st January

1st February
2nd February
3rd February
4th February
5th February
6th February
7th February

10.00am
11.00am
8.30am
10.00am
11.00am
6.00pm

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
10.00am
Friday
Saturday
10.00am
11.00am
Sunday
8.30am
10.00am
6.00pm

Zoom Coffee Morning (Part 1)
Zoom Coffee Morning (Part 2)
BCP Communion
Parish Eucharist
PCC Meeting
Evensong

BCP Communion
Zoom Coffee Morning (Part 1)
Zoom Coffee Morning (Part 2)
BCP Communion
Parish Eucharist
Evensong

Whilst we are in TIER 4 so that we can continue to worship in church you
are requested not to congregate at the back of church or mix with others
who are not in your household.
At the time of going to press it remains unclear as to when groups will be able to
restart due to the restrictions, so please check with social media and our weekly
pew sheets for any updates.
Note:- ‘Not Coffee’ meetings are back to being Zoom Meetings at 10am and
11am —so please feel free to join in—don’t forget if you wish to join in with these
on-line meetings please contact Barbara for the code for those during January.
They will continue in February following Barbara’s retirement and we will
announce the contact details for those in due course.
Please feel free to join Barbara on Facebook daily at about 8-15am for Morning
Worship and again about 7pm for Evening Worship.
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St. Paul’s Parish Directory
Incumbent

Revd. Barbara Sharp *

Reader
Reader In Training
Reader Emeritus
Pastoral Workers:

Michael Riley
Rob Chilton
Ann Morris
Yvonne Kerridge
Karen Salisbury
Harry Thomas
Yvonne Stevenson
Brian Hirst
Karen Salisbury
Anne Allen
John Clisset
Kevin Drury
David Allen
Brian Kerridge
Yvonne Stevenson
Karen Salisbury
Rachel Lee
Michael Riley
Diana Kelly
Rachel Lee
Ian Moore
Anita Evans
Sheila Clarke
Eileen Craven

Churchwardens:
Treasurer to the PCC:
Secretary to the PCC:
Director of Music:
Assistant Organists:

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

973-1042
07779319167
969-2795
905-2507
973-1042
962-4066
283-8309
969-4397
2831065
969-8463
283-8309
01925-763103
962-2096
962-7963
01925-763103
962-4066
283-1065
283-8309
973-1282
969-2795
973-4578
973-1282

Junior Church
Parish Giving Officer
*
Electoral Roll Officer:
*
Parish News Editor:
*
Bible Reading Fellowship:
Men’s Society:
*
Women’s Tuesday Group:
*
St. Paul’s Babes & Tots
Tower Warden:
Christian Aid:
973-4679
Children’s Society:
962-4678
Church Hall Bookings:
*
283 7668
Badminton Group:
4th Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Brownies: Vicky Williams
07986 525898
th
4 Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Guides:
As above
Parish Office
962-0082
Parish Office e-mail
salestpaul@aol.com
Hall Bookings
salestpaulshall@gmail.com
Names above marked with * are members of the Parochial Church Council
Parish Organisations
Monday
Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

9.30am
6.15pm
7.30pm
1.00pm
8.00pm
9.30am
7.30pm
8.00pm
1.00pm
9.30am
10.30am

St. Paul’s Babes & Tots
4th Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Brownies
4th Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Guides
Women’s Tuesday Group (2nd of every month)
Badminton Group
St. Paul’s Babes & Tots
Chorister Training and Choir Practice
Men’s Society (last of every month Sept to May but not Dec)
Community Choir
Open Church
Charity Coffee Morning
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