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Dear Friends

and though I would not have wanted this
to happen we might find the situation
pulls us back to the centre of the
celebration to the reason for the season. I
say this not as a kill joy, I love the
commercial Christmas, the tinsel and the
gifts, but I also love the fact that at its
centre is one of the most defining acts of
human history the breaking into the world
of God in human form.

This will be a Christmas like no other we
have celebrated. At the time of writing
this letter I am not yet sure if we will be
able to open the church for public worship
or if it will all be online, however, we will
still hold the usual services at the usual
times and they will be live streamed and if
possible open to allow public access
although that access will be restricted to
the numbers allowed by Covid guidelines.
For that reason I have taken the decision
that the Christingle Service will be online
only as it would be impossible to choose
who could and who could not attend. We
will open for people to collect a
Christingle between 2 – 3.30pm on
Christmas Eve and the Service will be
streamed at 5pm.

The Church of England has chosen as it
theme for Christmas this year Comfort
and Joy, both things we always need, but
which are perhaps emphasised this year
when there has been so much discomfort
and where joy has been lacking in so
much of our lives. The logo printed
below shows a home and a church and
both can be full of Joy and Comfort this
Christmas no matter what our
circumstances for even in the midst of our
worst problems be we lost in grief,
sorrow, isolation, anxiety or any other sort
of suffering we can know that Christ came
down at Christmas to offer us offer us
comfort and joy to offer us love and hope
and peace.

For the Toy Service we will open the
church 10am to 12noon on Saturday 12th
December for new toys to be dropped off
ready for the Service at 10am on 13th.
December.
Christmas will be very different and most
of us will not be able to spend it with our
families or doing much of the stuff we
would usually do but it is Christmas but
we can still celebrate the birth of our
Savour. In some way it may even be good
for us to have a different sort of Christmas

The love of God, the hope of salvation
and the peace which allows us to rest in
his comfort and find joy in his presence.
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God of comfort and joy, may we know
your presence with us today and bring
your gentle, joyful love to others this
Christmas and always.
Sadly just as we were about to go to press
it was announced that we would be put in
Tier Three so this means we will not be
able to go ahead with our usual visits from
Santa.

May I wish you a Christmas season full of
the joy of knowing Christ and may you
have the comfort of his love as you
struggle with this continuing discomfort of
this current situation.

Really sad but we would not want to be
seen breaking rules and really not want to
be any part of a COVID outbreak that
could be traced to the church and indeed
wouldn’t want to risk spreading it.

Yours in Christ
Barbara

This year our Christmas
trees will be placed outside
in the church grounds.
Decorating them will be
done on 12th December at
1pm.
If you can help please let
Barbara or Michael know.
Nice idea, Amelia, but I don’t think that the
Angel of the Lord Zooming with the shepherds
would have the same dramatic effect
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25th December:
The story of the Christingle
The word ‘Christingle’ actually means
‘Christ Light’, and celebrates the light of
Jesus coming into the world. Stories of
how the Christingle began look back to
the Moravian Church, which is found in
the Czech Republic. The Moravians have
held Christingle services for more than
200 years, and according to them, this is
how the first Christingle
might have been made:

The children took their decorated orange
lantern to the church for the Christmas
Mass. The other children sneered at their
meagre gift, but the priest seized upon it
with joy. He held it up as an example of
the true understanding of the meaning of
Christmas, for the following reasons: the
orange is round, like the
world; the candle gives us
light in the dark, like the
love of God; the red ribbon
goes round the ‘world’, as a
symbol of Christ’s blood,
given for everyone; the
four sticks point in all directions, and symbolise that
God is over all: North,
South, East and West; and
the fruit and nuts remind us
of God’s blessings.

Many years ago the children
in a village were asked to
bring a Christmas gift to put
beside the crib in the church.
One family was very poor,
and had no money for gifts,
but the three children were
still determined to take something. The only nice thing
they had was an orange, so
they decided to give the Christ-child that.

The Children’s Society first introduced
the Christingle Service to The Church of
England in 1968, and it has since become
a popular event in the church calendar.
This candlelit celebration is an ideal way
to share the key messages of the Christian
faith, while helping to raise vital funds to
help vulnerable children across the country. Visit: www.childrenssociety.org.uk

But then they discovered the top was going green, so the eldest cut it out, and put
a candle in the hole. To add some colour,
one of the girls took a red ribbon from her
hair and tied it around the middle of the
orange. It was hard to make the ribbon
stay still, so they fastened it in place with
toothpicks. The toothpicks looked a bit
bare, so the youngest child added some
raisins to them.
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The Newborn King

Let it Slow –
an Advent calendar
with a difference

By Sarah J Dodd and Raffaella
Ligi, Lion Children £5.99
This is an engaging retelling of the first
Christmas, with bright and appealing
pictures that bring the wonderful scenes to
life for younger children. A new king is
born! His name is Jesus. See the gladness
of Mary, the joy of the shepherds, and the
journey of the Wise Men.

By Stephen Cottrell, CHP, £6.99
Christmas is one of the most joyful times
of year, and it can also be one of the most
stressful. This understanding and uplifting
book offers another way to approach
Christmas, and to discover how its joys
and promises can restore our lives, not add
to their burdens.

The Radiant Dawn – Luke 1-2 for Advent
By Tom Parsons, 10Publishing, £3.99
You will conceive and give birth to a son ... And there
were shepherds living out in the fields near by ... You will
find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger."
Luke's opening chapters ring with the familiar well-loved
lines that herald the warm solemnity of Christmas. This
book on Luke’s first two chapters will guide you through
Advent in 25 daily Bible readings and prayers.
Lights sparkle in the darkness that enfolds the Northern
Hemisphere at this time of year - until they are taken
down and put back in the box in January. Luke points us
to Jesus, the Radiant Dawn of a day that will never end.
Let these Advent reflections direct your heart's gaze
towards Him, who is the shining source of confidence and
joy in whatever darkness we experience.
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26th December:

On the Feast of Stephen

Everyone knows that it was on the feast of
Stephen that ‘good king Wenceslas looked
on’. After all, it’s in a Christmas carol but why? There’s nothing about Christmas
in it: a splendid young page who rustled
up some flesh, wine and logs, an old man
out in the snow (’deep and crisp and
even’) and a kindly monarch. But
Christmas?

evangelist. They decided to make an
example of him, thus firing a warning
shot, as it were, across the bows of the
apostles themselves. So, they arrested
Stephen and accused him of speaking
against the two central elements of their
religion - the ‘holy place’ (the Temple)
and ‘the customs Moses handed down to
us’ (the Law). It’s always dangerous to
criticise a monument or a custom!

The clue is in ‘the feast of Stephen’,
which falls on 26th December, or ‘Boxing
Day’, as we know it. That, too, has
nothing to do with Christmas, beyond the
fact that in the past people put a
contribution in tradesmen’s boxes as a
kind of Christmas present for their
services during the year.

Given the right to defend himself, Stephen
instead launched into an eloquent and at
times biting account of Jewish history,
culminating in the accusation that they
had committed the worst possible sin by
killing the Messiah. Inflamed by his
words, his hearers abandoned any
pretence of legal impartiality, rushing
towards him and dragging him out of the
city to a place where they began to stone
him to death. Stephen, the rank and file
Christian, died under a hail of rocks for
claiming that Mary’s Son was the
promised Messiah.

The Stephen whose feast day falls on the
day after Christmas was the first Christian
martyr. (You can read his story in the
book of Acts). He was a member of the
church in Jerusalem in its very early days,
and soon found himself involved with six
others in administering the allocation of
food to those in need. The apostles, who
were the leaders of the church, felt that it
wasn’t appropriate for them to abandon
preaching and ‘serve tables’, so they
selected these seven to do the job for
them. Stephen, however, quickly revealed
hidden gifts as an eloquent spokesman for
the Christian cause.

That is most probably the reason why the
first martyr is honoured on the day after
we celebrate the birth of the Saviour. It’s a
bit like the myrrh in the gifts of the Wise
Men - a reminder, as we celebrate, that the
bitter shadow of a cross is never far away
from this story.

The Temple authorities, who had already
had trouble with the apostles, were soon
alerted to this new and hitherto unknown
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Everyday Christmas
(Mal 4:2, Mt 1:23)
Light a candle,
Look into the light,
Pray.

The one benefit of a
Covid Christmas?

Light and life to all He brings,
Risen with healing in His wings

A Covid Christmas (no more than six)
could actually help take some financial
pressure off you, according to Martin
Lewis, the personal finance expert.

As the flame rises,
Smooth, bright,
Know the comfort of Christ
In the carol speaking
Afresh.
Bringing Jesus
Into heart and prayer.

The Money Saving Expert founder
recently pointed out that because of the
enormous pressure on people to spend,
spend spend at Christmas, the festive
period has become one of the ‘biggest
causes of debt and misery’ in the UK.

Emmanuel, God with us.
Light of the world,
Out of the stable
Into our situations.

This year, though, could be different. Most
of us will be visiting fewer people, buying
fewer presents and having smaller dinners.
So, ‘it might just take the pressure off
people.’

Because of Jesus
Christmas is everyday.
The Lord is here.
Hallelujah.
By Daphne Kitching

Saturdays
10am & 11am

Contact Barbara for the codes for these meetings
Sit and relax at home with a drink and catch up with friends
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A Quiz on 2020
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.

12.
13.
14.
15.

Job applications from weirdos and misfits were invited from people to work at
which place in London?
Which famous actor who died this year is associated with the phrase “I am
Spartacus?”
In February the Church of England advised against the practice of
‘intinction’ – what is it?
In a world “where you can be anything, be ______” – what, wrote actress
Caroline Flack on Instagram in December 2019?
What were we supposed to do in March while singing the National Anthem or
Happy Birthday twice?
This year was a leap year. What do we call other years?
Which village in the Peak District is associated with self-isolation during a
previous plague?
How long, literally, is quarantine?
Why did President Macron visit Britain on 18th July? What other Anglo-French
anniversary could he have remembered but for some reason it was not
mentioned?
How many countries launched space rockets to Mars this year?
Who, in their resignation letter in August, on Twitter posted, “I have
championed our work, built our relationships and celebrated the diversity of
our staff… and will always be an ambassador for the UK and the new Foreign
Commonwealth and Development Office” after a four year career in Downing
Street which had included scraps with a neighbour? He was going to spend
more time with a family in the country.
Which day is the furthest away from Christmas Day?
What was the Battle of the Tennis Court and why was it remembered in
August?
The BBC banned singing the lyrics from which song from the Last night of the
Proms, because it had a link in their mind with slavery and colonialism?
This year marked the 400th anniversary of the voyage of the Mayflower. What
event did they start which led to a public holiday?
Answers on the website
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Nigel Beeton writes: ‘Sometimes Christmas can be a frustrating time. This year I
fear may be worse than most, stressful and
difficult. But maybe we need to get our
frustrations into perspective.’

Christmas
Frustration????
I said to God, upon my knees
“O Lord, I am so cross!
“That gift I sent to Aunt Denise
“Within the post is lost!
“That tree I bought for forty pounds
“(Well, just a penny less)
“Its needles lie upon the ground
“It looks a total mess!”
“I know,” said God, “I understand,
“I sent my Son, you know.
“He came to Earth, just as I’d planned
“Two thousand years ago
“Was born within a stable bare –
“The cattle heard Him cry
“He spoke of love, men didn’t care
“They led Him out to die.”
“No gift was given with such love
“No higher price was paid.
“He left His throne of light above
“For sin His life to trade.
“But even after all these years
“This gift you men eschew,
“So Christmas is a time of tears

Christmas Foretold
From untold glory to a manger of straw
Who could imagine such a thing?
From Eternity stepping down into Time
With very few to welcome Him in.
Mary and Joseph, shepherds and wise men,
In His mother’s arms the Baby lies,
Scripture describes these amazing events
As prophecy unravels before our eyes
The Books of the Bible all tell of His coming
His life, His death, redemption’s plan,
The King of glory revealed in God’s Word
Touching our earth in the form of a Man.
By Megan Carter

“For Me, as well as you.”
By Nigel Beeton
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Members of the Parochial
Church Council not listed
on page 16 and their phone
numbers
Clive Bancroft
Hilary Moore
Carole Shakeshaft
Barrie Lund

286-1684
969-1831
969-6319
286-3845

Sunshine Window Cleaning Company
The Local Reliable Window Cleaner
Cleaning the Panes, Frames and Sills using the latest water fed pole
system, ensuring perfect results every time
Tricky windows and conservatory roofs handled with ease.
A family run business with customer satisfaction the only priority.
No Smears
No Ladders

No Streaks
No Hassle

To see the difference, contact us now for prompt service.
Tel 0161 9734910 Mob 07921 766022
e-mail enquiries@sunshinewindowclean.co.uk
31 Woodbourne Road M33 3SY

Arthur Gresty Limited
Trafford Funeral Homes
24 hour personal family attention from
a local independent company
Private Chapels of Rest
Tel: 0161-973-1515

Viking Launderette
15 Ashton Lane
Sale
Tel: 0161-973-8575
07846 79655
Pick-Up and Delivery
Service available on
request

Handyman Harry
Need a helping hand then
contact Harry Thomas
Tel: 0161-969-4397

ASHBROOKS
Quality Furniture, Beds and Carpets
Visit our showrooms at:16-20 Washway Road, Sale
Telephone: 0161-973-3406
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1st December
2nd December
3rd December
4th December
5th December

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
10.00am
Friday
Saturday
10.00am

6th December

Sunday

7th December
8th December
9th December
10th December
11th December
12th December

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
10.00am
Friday
Saturday
10-12noon

13th December

Sunday

8.30am
10.00am
6.00pm

BCP Communion (On Line)
Zoom Coffee Meeting
Church Gardening
BCP Communion (On Line)
Parish Eucharist
Stations of the Nativity (On Line)

BCP Communion (On Line)

Church open for gifts for the
Toy Service
8.30am
BCP Communion (On Line)
10.00am
Toy Service
11.00am
PCC Meeting
6.00pm
Evensong (On Line)
Deadline for the January 2021 Parish News

14th December
15th December
16th December
17th December
18th December
19th December
20th December

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
10.00am
Friday
Saturday
10.00am
Sunday
8.30am
10.00am
6.00pm
21st December Monday
22nd December Tuesday
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BCP Communion (On Line)
Zoom Coffee Meetings
BCP Communion (On Line)
Parish Eucharist
Lessons and Carols (On Line)

23rd December
24th December
Christmas Eve

Wednesday
Thursday
2-3.30pm
5.00pm
11.30pm
8.30am
10.00am

Collect your Christinlge and donate
to The Children’s Society
Christingle and Crib Service (On Line)
Midnight First Eucharist of Christmas
BCP Communion (On Line)
Eucharist (Live and On Line)

8.30am
10.00am
6.00pm

BCP Communion (On Line)
Parish Eucharist
No Evensong

25th December
Christmas Day
26th December
27th December

Friday

28th December
29th December
30th December
31st December

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
10.00am

1st January
2nd January
3rd January

Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Saturday
Sunday

8.30am
10.00am
6.00pm

BCP Communion

BCP Communion
Parish Eucharist
No Evensong

At the time of going to press it is remains unclear as to when groups will be able to
restart due to local restrictions, so please check with social media and our weekly
pew sheets for any updates.
Note:- ‘Not Coffee’ meetings are back to being Zoom Meetings at 10am and 11am
—so please feel free to join in—don’t forget if you wish to join in with these on-line
meetings please contact Barbara for the code.
Please feel free to join Barbara on Facebook daily at about 8-15am for Morning
Worship and again about 7pm for Evening Worship.
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St. Paul’s Parish Directory
Incumbent

Revd. Barbara Sharp *

Reader
Reader In Training
Reader Emeritus
Pastoral Workers:

Michael Riley
Rob Chilton
Ann Morris
Yvonne Kerridge
Karen Salisbury
Harry Thomas
Yvonne Stevenson
Brian Hirst

Churchwardens:
Treasurer to the PCC:
Secretary to the PCC:
Parish Assistant:
Director of Music:
Assistant Organists:

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

973-1042
07779319167
969-2795
905-2507
973-1042
962-4066
283-8309
969-4397
2831065
969-8463

Anne Ibbotson
*
962-1727
Anne Allen
*
01925-763103
John Clisset
962-2096
Kevin Drury
962-7963
Junior Church
David Allen
01925-763103
Parish Giving Officer
Brian Kerridge
*
962-4066
Electoral Roll Officer:
Yvonne Stevenson
*
283-1065
Parish News Editor:
Karen Salisbury
*
283-8309
Bible Reading Fellowship:
Rachel Lee
973-1282
Men’s Society:
Michael Riley
*
969-2795
Women’s Tuesday Group:
Diana Kelly
*
973-4578
St. Paul’s Babes & Tots
Rachel Lee
973-1282
Tower Warden:
Ian Moore
Christian Aid:
Anita Evans
973-4679
Children’s Society:
Sheila Clarke
*
962-4678
Church Hall Bookings:
Eileen Craven
*
283 7668
Badminton Group:
Brian Walker
962-4502
th
4 Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Brownies: Vicky Williams
07986 525898
th
4 Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Guides:
As above
Parish Office
962-0082
Parish Office e-mail
salestpaul@aol.com
Hall Bookings
salestpaulshall@gmail.com
Names above marked with * are members of the Parochial Church Council
Parish Organisations
Monday
Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

9.30am
6.15pm
7.30pm
1.00pm
8.00pm
9.30am
7.30pm
8.00pm
1.00pm
9.30am
10.30am

St. Paul’s Babes & Tots
4th Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Brownies
4th Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Guides
Women’s Tuesday Group (2nd of every month)
Badminton Group
St. Paul’s Babes & Tots
Chorister Training and Choir Practice
Men’s Society (last of every month Sept to May but not Dec)
Community Choir
Open Church
Charity Coffee Morning
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