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This document has been compiled using information taken from the Archives 
stored in St Paul’s Church tower and personal programmes, photos and 
newspaper items. Some of the text is my own personal memories.

The Beginnings
St Paul’s Players were formed officially in January 1970. However the first 
performance had been in November 1969 when the play Crystal Clear was 
performed in aid of the Restoration Fund. The entry in the Church Magazine 
below records this.

Following this the congregation were invited to attend an inaugural meeting as 
detailed in the Magazine note below.

Introduction
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The invitation letter for the AGM is shown below together with the 
follow up letter inviting people to become Patrons at £1 a head.

The Magazine entry for March 1970 was as follows :-
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The Rules of the Players and the first Committee following the AGM were :-

5



The first play to be performed 
following the AGM was to be The 
Love Match in May 1970. For 
various reasons this was postponed 
until September and the Licence is 
shown at right.


In December 1970 the Players took 
part in a  Family Revue.


During the next few years the 
following plays were performed :-


House on the Cliff - Mar 1971


Breath of Spring - Oct 1971


Friends And Neighbours - Mar 1972


Cat among the Pigeons - Nov 1972


One Act - Call to the North - Feb 73


Murder in Mind - Nov 1973


Two Dozen Red Roses - Mar 1974


At this point the Players were having problems with numbers and an article appeared in the 
Sale Guardian claiming that they were in trouble.


In response to this a letter was received from members of St Mary’s Players who were in a 
similar plight.


The letter is reproduced on the next page.
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Following this letter a joint meeting was held with 
a view to combining the two sets of players. In the 
end three or four ex St Mary's Players joined St 
Paul's Players. When it was suggested that a 
possible play for the next St Paul's production 
could be Hay Fever by Noel Coward, a play that 
had gone down well with St Mary’s a few years 
earlier, the comment was made : “But we have 
only done Lancashire comedies before". However 
the play was selected and did go down well. It 
also convinced the St Paul's contingent that they 
could expand their horizons with play choices. 


One of my own personal highlights came during 
this time. When the Royal Exchange

Theatre reopened in the mid Seventies their 
second production was Zack, a revival of a

comedy by Harold Brighouse more famous for 
Hobson's Choice. I was so taken by the play

that I thought I would love to play the part of Zack. 
My first problem was finding a copy of the

play. Frenches, who publish the majority of plays 
for amateur use in England, said it was

not available in their catalogue. I went to 
Manchester Central Library and they discovered

in their cellars nine large volumes each containing 
several plays by Harold Brighouse

including Zack. They were not acting editions 
because they did not include stage

directions. Armed with these volumes in a holdall I 
went to the next St Paul's committee

meeting and suggested Zack as a possible future 
production. I had one or two allies with

both Jessica Leah and Jean Jones taken with the 
play. When I produced copies of the play

the matter was settled. We were the first amateurs 
to do the play after the Royal Exchange

revival but we certainly were not the last. Several 
societies got in touch when they found we

had done it to enquire where we got the scripts.
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Other notable productions with St Paul's included a world 
premiere - Dorothy Pollard’s Assignment in France - which 
unfortunately Dorothy was too ill to attend. As this was

before Video cameras were common she only managed to hear 
a tape recording of her play.
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An embarrassing moment occurred when St Paul's entered a One Act drama festival at

Sale Town Hall. At these festivals several societies from the area put on a one act play,

usually three societies per night. Although we knew in advance which societies would be

present on the same evening as St Paul's we did not know the content of their productions.

Our new Vicar, the Revd. John Bassett and family had just arrived at the Church and the 
players decided it would be a nice gesture to give the family complimentary tickets for the night 
of our performance.

Consequently Mr and Mrs Bassett and their young son settled down in the town hall for an

evening of family entertainment. Unfortunately we had not been warned that the Stretford

Youth Theatre were presenting an experimental play riddled with swearing. A large

percentage of the audience walked out during this performance. Needless to say the 

Bassetts were not very impressed.


The Players were beginning to lose members in various ways and in an effort to keep going

an alliance with the Circle Players of Timperley was formed. We did one joint production -

Uproar in The House - and the next one -Dry Rot - had begun rehearsal when the leading

lady died suddenly. At this point it was decided that the Players should be wound up. The 
photos below show this final set which stayed in place for a few years and was used as the 
backdrop for Christmas Fairs and other events.

However there was one bright spot at the end of the Players existence. In May 1983 we 
entered the Sale Drama Festival with a one act play called Villa for Sale. We were awarded 
the  Keith Orton Trophy which was the adjudicator’s prize. The award was given for the set 
which was a “tribute to the style of producer Jessica Leah”.
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In January 1985 the winding up of the Players began and the 
documents below record this.
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The following pages detail the plays that have been performed since May 1975. Where available 
they include the Cast lists and reviews taken mostly from the Sale Guardian.


The first play is Hay Fever in May 1975 
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Danger Inside - November 1975
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When we are Married - May 1976 
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Something to Hide - Oct 1976
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The Camel’s Back - May 1977
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Zack - Nov 1977
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Bonaventure - April 1978

22



A Public Mischief - October 1978
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The Whole Truth - April 1979
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Lord Arthur Savile’s Crime - April 1980
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Assignment in France - November 1980
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Fools Paradise - May 1981
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Night Must Fall - Nov 1981
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Uproar in the House - Oct 1982
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Villa for Sale - May 1983  

Sale Drama Festival - One Act Play
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Alice in Wonderland - Nov 1979 

Junior Players
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Party Spirit - December 1980 

Junior Players
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Music Hall productions with Choir and Friends

6th, 7th Feb 1976 4th, 5th Feb 1977
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These Photos were taken for publicity for the 
performance of The Whole Truth April 1979

Cath Glover                             Rodney Hadwen                            Dorothy Pollard        

Jean Jones                                  Bob Higgins                                     Alan James

Shirley Higgins Harry Spriggs
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All the material in this document can be found in the St Paul’s Players Archive box 
held in the Church Tower.


This box includes files of correspondence and minutes covering the whole of the 
existence of the Players.


Rodney Hadwen - Sept 2020
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