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Dear Friends

and thought they would tune in the next.
The next week they were distracted by a
computer game and forgot to tune in.
Some watched for several weeks then had
to go back to work and got caught up in
other stuff.
Some though watched,
enjoyed and then contacted their local
vicar to ask about going to church and
becoming a Christian....

It has been so good to get back into the
church building for our 10am Sunday
Morning Eucharist and so good to see
people face to face as well as chat to them
on the phone. The restrictions do make it
seem a bit strange, but they are necessary
and over time they will hopefully ease.
We will have to keep up with any
changes to the guidelines for example we
are currently waiting for advice about face
coverings which have now become
compulsory in most indoor settings. At
the moment it is optional in a place of
worship. Since we are mostly 2 metres
distant from each other most are not
wearing them in church.

I am sure you can work out from the story
why I think it is important we continue to
stream services and have an online
presence to reach out to those who get
most of their information on any topic
including religion from the internet. To
go back to the farming metaphor of the
original parable of the Sower some of the
seeds sown online might just yield a high
crop.

We hope to move other services back into
church as soon as it is practical to do so,
but the problem remains one of cleaning
in between services held on the same day.

In September, as children go back to
school and more business and groups
open we will need to assess how and
when we re-open the Church Hall as yet
we are still waiting for full guidance but
what is already clear is that each group
who wishes to use the hall, be they a
church group or an outside hirer will have
to undertake and provide us with a copy
of their own risk assessment covering
how they will adhere to government
guideline on for example social
distancing, how they will clean the hall
after their group, how they will comply
with hand sanitiser rules, what products
they will use and how they will comply
with track and trace regulations. It sounds

It has also been good to share our on-line
worship and we hope to continue to do
that partly for the benefit of those unable
to get to our building because of
shielding, frailty or sickness, but also
partly because of ..... let me tell you a
story..
One day, a vicar went online to lead a
service. On the web were many, many,
people. Some decided to watch the
service.
Some tuned in for a few
moments then decided it was not for
them. Some tuned in listened enjoyed it
2

complicated but it is necessary to ensure
that we as landlords are doing our duty and
helping to keep people safe. At the
moment only Kids Rock are using the hall
and they have very stringent government
guidelines to follow.
It is already clear that we will very
restricted in our Harvest and even
Christmas Services this year, so please,
although it might sound a bit soon, get
your thinking caps on about how we can
still mark them and make them special.

Dear All
It seems a very long time since we had
coffee in the Church Hall on a Saturday
morning. I was reminded that the money
we raised between January and December
2019 has not yet gone to Francis House.
This usually happens following our
Church AGM, which this year has had to
be postponed.

Yours in Christ
Barbara

As you will know, all charities are
desperate for funds, as they have lost most
of their income following lockdown. I
was delighted to hear from Brian Hirst that
we had raised £921! I have spoken to
Barbara and she has suggested that people
might like to make an extra donation so
that we can send the Hospice £1,000, our
best total ever.
Donations can be left in a marked
envelope on Sunday 2nd, 9th and16th
August at the 10am Service or in the
afternoon between 2 and 4 pm.
Alternatively, they can be put through the
Vicarage letter box. Donations can be
anonymous if preferred.
Thank you in advance.
Diana
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Who is most
lonely now?
Young people have been twice as likely as
baby boomers to experience lockdown
loneliness, according to a recent survey by
the Office for National Statistics (ONS).
More than half of 16 to 24 year-olds said
they have felt lonely during the pandemic,
compared to less than a quarter of those
aged 55-69.

Music in our
churches and
cathedrals

Getting to know
next door

The Church of England, together with the
Royal School of Church Music, has
encouraged the Government to be
proactive in ensuring music-making can
resume in church buildings, once it is safe
to do so.

This time last year, how well did you
know your neighbours? Around one in
five of us have since admitted that we had
never even spoken to them.

Responding to the latest guidance, the
Bishop of London, Sarah Mullally, said:
“We are encouraging the Government to
be alert to the consequences of our choirs’
continued silence - and to take a proactive
approach to allowing singing to return to
our churches and cathedrals as soon as it is
possible to do so safely.

What a difference a pandemic makes. Now
twice as many of us have talked to our
neighbours in the past week as compared
with last year. A further one in three of us
have also done something to help a
neighbour. This works out to 33 million
people having talked to a neighbour in the
past week, and 15 million of them even
helping one during lockdown.

“We look forward to a time where worship
and music can once again be combined, in
all their different expressions, as they have
for centuries, turning our hearts to God.”

Seven in 10 of us also said that people in
our area are now more likely to stop for a
chat, and three quarters of us want their
new-found friendliness to continue.

During the Coronavirus pandemic, the
Church of England partnered with the
RSCM to provide free hymns for parishes
for use in streamed worship, which have
been downloaded more than 45,000 times.

The survey was commissioned for the Big
Lunch, a National Lottery-supported
initiative from the Eden Project.

See www.rscm.org.uk
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Canon David Winter is feeling very solitary just now…

THE WAY I SEE IT:
What have you missed most during lockdown?
It's a good question, because it is about
the things that make us tick. When I
examined my list, I found obvious things going to church, live sport on TV, meeting
up with friends for a coffee or a beer.

And then it goes on. Holding hands with
friends, being hugged by grandma, your
first serious kiss, and perhaps a last tearful
one at the end of a much-loved life.

But as I thought more deeply about it, I
realised that what I missed most was
TOUCH. For nearly four months I have
not touched another human being!

We greet each other with a holy kiss, the
Bible says. And why not?
Sight, smell, hearing and touch. Four
senses. And I think lockdown has taught
me that the greatest of these is touch!

That is an astonishing deprivation. When
a baby is born, its first experiences are all
of touch. The strong hands of the
midwife, mother’s excited and loving
embrace, tiny hands reaching out to feel
mummy’s face. We touch our way into
life.

As Lay Rectors, he reminded them, the
Chancel Roof was their responsibility.
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The Slide
As I watch
She climbs the steps steadily,
Holding the handrail,
Her two-year old feet following each other
Rhythmically, unhesitatingly
To the platform at the top
Where she sits down
And freezes.
Holding tight to the sides,
Knees up, feet flat
She judders down a little way
Then looks up.
Her eyes meet my smile, my outstretched arms –
And she takes her hands off the edge of the slide,
Shooting forward with a squeal of delight,
Trusting the love she knows.

Lord, I have climbed so steadily,
I have come so far, in my own strength,
Holding on, holding back,
Sometimes freezing.
But I am your child,
Today I will lift my eyes
And meet your smile, your outstretched arms,
I will lift my juddering feet And take my hands off the edge of the slide
Released to ride, by your Spirit,
Into the freedom of your will,
Trusting the Love I know.
By Daphne Kitchin

Saturday
10.30am

Meet in the church grounds if the weather is good
(in the hall if not).
Please note that this is reviewed regularly
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Solution overleaf
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Whatever happened to Christopher Robin?
One hundred years ago this month, on 21st
August 1920, Christopher Robin Milne
was born. He was the only son of the
author A. A. Milne and appeared as a
character in his father’s Winnie-the-Pooh
stories and verses – a role he enjoyed at
first but later found difficult to handle.

He married a cousin, Lesley de
Sélincourt, in 1948 and opened a
bookshop in Dartmouth. He was close to
his father but not to his mother, Daphne,
who did not see him during the last 15
years of her life.

The characters in Winnie the Pooh were
based on his own soft toys or items
purchased later. The setting was inspired
by Ashdown Forest in East Sussex: his
family owned nearby Cotchford Farm and
spent weekends and holidays there.

Milne had one child, Clare, who had
cerebral palsy. He himself had myasthenia
gravis in his later years and died in 1996;
he was described by one newspaper as a
‘dedicated atheist’.

His relationship with his nanny, Olive
‘Nou’ Brockwell, was close and continued
into adult life, but when he went to
boarding school near Guildford in 1930
he was bullied because his father’s work
was well known: one poem, Vespers,
brought him “toe-curling, fist-clenching,
lip-biting embarrassment”.

Lord of the mountains
You, O God, are the Lord of the mountains and the valleys. As I travel over mountains
and through valleys, I am beneath your feet. You surround me with every kind of
creature… Open my eyes to see their beauty, that I may perceive them as the work of
your hands…
Tonight, I will sleep beneath your feet, O Lord of the mountains and valleys, ruler of the
trees and vines. I will rest in your love, with you protecting me as a father protects his
children, with you watching over me as a mother watches over her children. Then
tomorrow the sun will rise and I will not know where I am; but I know that you will guide
my footsteps.
A prayer of the Sioux Indians
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Nigel Beeton says: “I have really enjoyed
being out and about and seeing a bit of life
coming back into the town... just to go out
and see people, what a joy!”

Musings on
Coronavirus

The Lockdown Lifts

This crisis has in many ways made us
more grateful for each other and … it has
shown people at their best - volunteering,
helping neighbours, protecting those at
greatest risk, pulling together as
communities to support one another. Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury

There's life in the town!
No longer 'locked down'!
The people stroll out in the sun
The majestic trees
Sway in the light breeze
Like they wanted to join in the fun!

A minute, unseen enemy has shaken global
society to its foundations. This is bringing
about a new way of being-in-the-world…
In the long run, this pandemic may hasten
the emergence of a renewed vision of
community and progress towards
environmental renewal which we had
hardly dared to think could happen. - The
Rev Dr Christopher Steed, Team Rectotr in
the Totton Team, Hampshire and Visiting
Professor at Winchester University.

Like light after dark!
We can walk in the park!
Buy our tea, and sit out on the grass!
We can chat to our friends
As our loneliness ends
And we smile at the strangers we pass!
Yes there are still queues
Which cease to amuse
But things are no longer so black!
As they sing in that song You miss what is gone,
But it's great when at last it comes back!
By Nigel Beeton
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Members of the Parochial
Church Council not listed
on page 16 and their phone
numbers
Clive Bancroft
Hilary Moore
Carole Shakeshaft
Barrie Lund

286-1684
969-1831
969-6319
286-3845

Sunshine Window Cleaning Company
The Local Reliable Window Cleaner
Cleaning the Panes, Frames and Sills using the latest water fed pole
system, ensuring perfect results every time
Tricky windows and conservatory roofs handled with ease.
A family run business with customer satisfaction the only priority.
No Smears
No Ladders

No Streaks
No Hassle

To see the difference, contact us now for prompt service.
Tel 0161 9734910 Mob 07921 766022
e-mail enquiries@sunshinewindowclean.co.uk
31 Woodbourne Road M33 3SY

Arthur Gresty Limited
Trafford Funeral Homes
24 hour personal family attention from
a local independent company
Private Chapels of Rest
Tel: 0161-973-1515

Viking Launderette
15 Ashton Lane
Sale
Tel: 0161-973-8575
07846 79655
Pick-Up and Delivery
Service available on
request

Handyman Harry
Need a helping hand then
contact Harry Thomas
Tel: 0161-969-4397

ASHBROOKS
Quality Furniture, Beds and Carpets
Visit our showrooms at:16-20 Washway Road, Sale
Telephone: 0161-973-3406
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1st August
2nd August

Saturday
Sunday

10.30am
8,30am
10.00am
6.00pm

3rd August
4th August
5th August
6th August
7th August

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
10.00am
Friday
2.00pm

8th August
9th August

Saturday
Sunday

10th August
11th August
12th August
13th August
14th August

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
10.00am
Friday
2.00pm

15th August
16th August

Saturday
Sunday

17th August
18th August
19th August
20th August
21st August

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
10.00am
Friday
2.00pm

22nd August
23rd August

Saturday
Sunday

‘Not Coffee’ Meeting
BCP Communion (On Line)
Parish Eucharist
Evensong (On Line)

BCP Communion (On Line)
Virtual Community Choir
on Facebook
10.30am
‘Not Coffee’ Meeting
8,30am
BCP Communion (On Line)
10.00am
Parish Eucharist
6.00pm
Evensong (On Line)
Deadline for the September Parish News

10.30am
8,30am
10.00am
6.00pm

10.30am
8,30am
10.00am
6.00pm
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BCP Communion (On Line)
Virtual Community Choir
on Facebook
‘Not Coffee’ Meeting
BCP Communion (On Line)
Parish Eucharist
Evensong (On Line)

BCP Communion (On Line)
Virtual Community Choir
on Facebook
‘Not Coffee’ Meeting
BCP Communion (On Line)
Parish Eucharist
Evensong (On Line)

24th August
25th August
26th August
27th August
28th August

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
10.00am
Friday
2.00pm

29th August
30th August

Saturday
Sunday

31st August

Monday

1st September
2nd September
3rd September
4th September

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
10.00am
Friday
2.00pm

5th September
6th September

Saturday
Sunday

10.30am
8,30am
10.00am
6.00pm

10.30am
8,30am
10.00am
6.00pm

BCP Communion (On Line)
Virtual Community Choir
on Facebook
‘Not Coffee’ Meeting
BCP Communion (On Line)
Parish Eucharist
Evensong (On Line)

BCP Communion (On Line)
Virtual Community Choir
on Facebook
‘Not Coffee’ Meeting
BCP Communion (On Line)
Parish Eucharist
Evensong (On Line)

Note:- ‘Not Coffee’ meetings are being held in the church grounds—so please
feel free to come along and join in—bring your own chair if you possibly can. If
the weather is inclement we may possibly meet in the hall, but this is being
reviewed regularly and will continue to fit in with the latest guidelines.
Please feel free to join Barbara on Facebook daily at about 8-15am for Morning
Worship and again about 7pm for Evening Worship.
There is a considerable amount of different service traditions and styles currently
available from various churches and cathedrals both locally and nationally and
well worth a ‘dip’ into - have you given it a try!
Don’t forget to let us know what you thought (salestpaul@aol.com)
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St. Paul’s Parish Directory
Incumbent

Revd. Barbara Sharp *

Reader
Reader In Training
Reader Emeritus
Pastoral Workers:

Michael Riley
Rob Chilton
Ann Morris
Yvonne Kerridge
Karen Salisbury
Harry Thomas
Yvonne Stevenson
Brian Hirst

Churchwardens:
Treasurer to the PCC:
Secretary to the PCC:
Parish Assistant:
Director of Music:
Assistant Organists:

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

973-1042
07779319167
969-2795
905-2507
973-1042
962-4066
283-8309
969-4397
2831065
969-8463

Anne Ibbotson
*
962-1727
Anne Allen
*
01925-763103
John Clisset
962-2096
Kevin Drury
962-7963
Junior Church
David Allen
01925-763103
Parish Giving Officer
Brian Kerridge
*
962-4066
Electoral Roll Officer:
Yvonne Stevenson
*
283-1065
Parish News Editor:
Karen Salisbury
*
283-8309
Bible Reading Fellowship:
Rachel Lee
973-1282
Men’s Society:
Michael Riley
*
969-2795
Women’s Tuesday Group:
Diana Kelly
*
973-4578
St. Paul’s Babes & Tots
Rachel Lee
973-1282
Tower Warden:
Ian Moore
Christian Aid:
Anita Evans
973-4679
Children’s Society:
Sheila Clarke
*
962-4678
Church Hall Bookings:
Eileen Craven
*
283 7668
Badminton Group:
Brian Walker
962-4502
th
4 Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Brownies: Vicky Williams
07986 525898
th
4 Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Guides:
As above
Parish Office
962-0082
Parish Office e-mail
salestpaul@aol.com
Hall Bookings
salestpaulshall@gmail.com
Names above marked with * are members of the Parochial Church Council
Parish Organisations
Monday
Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

9.30am
6.15pm
7.30pm
1.00pm
8.00pm
9.30am
7.30pm
8.00pm
1.00pm
9.30am
10.30am

St. Paul’s Babes & Tots
4th Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Brownies
4th Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Guides
Women’s Tuesday Group (2nd of every month)
Badminton Group
St. Paul’s Babes & Tots
Chorister Training and Choir Practice
Men’s Society (last of every month Sept to May but not Dec)
Community Choir
Open Church
Charity Coffee Morning
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