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Dear Friends 
 

First I want to thank all those who are 

helping me at this time by taking on extra 

work at the moment especially this month 

Yvonne Kerridge for organising a pastoral 

care rota and Karen for putting together 

this magazine to keep us in contact.  

 

At the start of February I began to notice 

more and more on the news about China 

and what was going there with the Corona 

Virus. I felt very sorry for the people there 

as it looked a dreadful position to be in.  

Little did I realise how the virus would 

spread and how we too would be in 

lockdown within a month.  It sort of crept 

up on us bit by bit even though we knew 

where we were heading and it to me it 

was like a fresh shock each time the 

situation got worse and more restriction 

were imposed. 

 

First we had a week when we were asked 

not to make physical contact when we 

shared the Peace, that was okay we could 

still see each other and say ‘Peace be with 

you.  Then we were asked not to take 

communion by intinction or to touch the 

cup without having sanitised our hands 

when coming into church.  Next came the 

instruction that the priest alone was to 

take the cup on behalf of all while others 

could still share the bread.  That felt 

strange and rather more serious. 

 

Then the next week more stringent social 

distancing was introduced, we were told 

that no one could gather in Church for a 

service but that it could be open for 

private prayer as long as social distancing 

and hand cleansing and cleaning of areas 

such as door handles were happening very 

regularly.  The Sunday services could be 

held by the Priest and one or two others.  

So on Mothering Sunday myself with 

Michael and Rob live streamed from the 

church with me alone taking Communion 

on behalf of all of us, that was felt very 

sad and lonely and strongly reminded me 

about being told during training that we 

were ‘set aside for God’ and told that, that 

would have a great impact on us, I have 

never felt that impact more than in that 

moment of taking Communion on behalf 

of all of you.  It was both an honour and a 

heartbreak. 

 

I fully expected that situation to remain 

and that we would live stream each week 

from Church but that was not to be and 

the new instructions were that churches 

along with all places of faith were to be 

closed and worship to be from the house 

of whoever was taking the service. 

 

How long this will happen for I simply 

don’t know and it means that Easter will 

be very different this Year.  We had 

planned for an afternoon service on Palm 

Sunday with a procession from the 

Waterside Arts Centre to Church, as this 
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cannot happen I will instead use the 

Service Books we have used in past years 

and keep to our usual Sunday Service 

times.  I will do my best but am aware it is 

not really good enough, and that is not 

false modesty but simple truth, I am not an 

expert in broadcasting and am not able to 

have anyone come here to help so I can 

only do what I can do.  I do hope you are 

enjoying the prayers and services I am 

streaming and you might be surprised to 

know I have had comments from people as 

far away as Africa. 

 

There is also the simple fact none of us are 

good enough. In the hymn ‘There is a 

green hill’ we sing the words, ‘There was 

no other good enough to pay the price of 

sin, He only could unlock the gate of 

heaven and let us in’.  As we celebrate 

Easter, each in our own homes let us 

meditate each day on him who was good 

enough and was willing to sacrifice his life 

that we might have life. 

 

Yours in Christ 

Barbara 

This month it is very difficult to produce 
our usual magazine so Karen has put some 
stuff together and I have been collecting 
letters from some church people and we 
will publish them on our website and on 
our Facebook pages and where possible 
via e-mail.  Please do share them as much 
and as widely as you can via social media 
and if you know someone who does not 
have access to social media then let us 
know and we will print a copy and post it 
out, of course we would like to keep the 
postage costs low so if you can please 
encourage people to look at it on-line. 
Don’t forget to see and join in with our 
daily prayers and services on Facebook. 
Rev Barbara  
 
From the Editor  
I have tried to include the regular articles 
(so please note that some information is 
now incorrect due to the ‘lock-down’) 
submitted along with the various letters 
received from others who are not regular 
contributors to the Magazine, but please 
feel free to let me (or Barbara) have your 
thoughts and they can be included in 
another edition. At Home 

Quiet Day 
 

Wednesday 8th April Barbara will 

post poems and reflections at 

9am, 11am, 1pm and 3pm.  

Please use the time in between, 

as far as you can  to be quiet and 

to be still, maybe set up a particu-

lar place to sit with a candle lit 

nearby to remind you to try to 

hold some peace amid the bustle 

of daily life.  Or maybe walk 

round your garden while you 

meditate on the readings and re-

flect on what Easter and faith 

mean to you. 
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We all enjoyed another fascinating talk by 

Mrs. Shirley Dowson, this time 

completing her stories of the Mitford 

Girls, after the Second World War.  What 

a family they were!  How they must have 

suffered, losing their only son in the last 

weeks of the war, and what a 

disappointment all the girls turned out to 

be. 

 

Coronavirus permitting, we are hoping to 

visit Stretford Town Hall, on Tuesday 14th 

April, when Rob has kindly offered to 

show us round the Mayor’s Parlour.  If 

you need a lift, please let me know as 

soon as possible. 

 

Diana 

Tuesday Group 

‘4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it 

again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be 

evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not 

be anxious about anything, but in every 

situation, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to 

God. 7 And the peace of God, which 

transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus. 
8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is 

true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 

whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 

whatever is admirable—if anything is 

excellent or praiseworthy—think about 

such things. 9 Whatever you have learned 

or received or heard from me, or seen in 

me—put it into practice. And the God of 

peace will be with you.’ 

I have taken some of the words from the 

reading and give a suggestion for you to 

use to meditate, but of course you might 

find other words call to you so use them 

and see what insights come to you and 

allow God to help you develop your 

spiritual life, allow his love to enfold and 

allow yourself to relax in his company.  

 

 

 

‘Rejoice in the Lord always’ 

Even in this difficult situation there is 

still much to rejoice about.  Spend 

some time thinking about and giving 

thanks for what is good in your life. 

 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. 

Are you gentle? Do you have an 

attitude of love and welcome in your 

home and in your heart.  How can you 

develop this attitude further  and use it 

to serve both God and neigbour ?  

‘present your requests to God. 

Spend time praying for what you thing 

the world needs right now and then 

meditate on whether your will is in 

alignment with God’s will for his 

world. 

if anything is excellent or 

praiseworthy—think about such 

things.  

Give thanks for those who are working 

to keep the rest of us safe and lift them 

to Gods care. 

 

And may ‘the God of peace will be with 

you.’ 

 

I do also invite you to join me in lighting 

a candle at 7pm each evening and praying 

for this situation we are in. 

A scripture suggestion for your meditation. 
Philippians 4 4-7  



 

7 

Men’s Society 
 

On the morning of our February meeting 

our speaker phoned from A&E to say he 

had fallen during a ramble and could not 

attend.  Eric stepped in with two films on 

the history of Winchester and Wells 

cathedrals and the meeting closed with 

Compline.  Because of the uncertainty 

caused by the virus future meetings will be 

advised nearer the time. 

 

Rodney Hadwen - Chairman 

This year Christian Aid Week will be held 

from 11th until 18th May 2020. 

 

Last year we raised £1,125.44 through the 

Church’s door to door collections, the 

Soup and a Roll Event and Harvest Supper 

Raffle. 

 

This year’s large collection envelopes will 

be ready at the back of Church from the 

beginning of May, for those willing to 

carry out door to door collections.  New 

volunteers are always most welcome. 

 

The Soup and a Roll Event will be held on 

Wednesday 13th May 2020 from 12 noon 

until 2.15pm in the Church Hall.  You will 

be able to enjoy lunch followed by a cup 

of tea or coffee and a cake.  A Raffle will 

be held. Tickets for this event will be 

available from the beginning of May 

priced £4.50 for Adults and £2 for 

accompanied children.  We would 

welcome Raffle prizes of bottles, 

chocolates or biscuits prior to the event. 

 

Pleased try and support both the collection 

and the event which provide much needed 

funds for the hungry and needy. 

 

The support you give is very much 

appreciated. 

 

Anita Evans 

Due to the constant updating of 

information the following has been 

taken from the Christian Aid Website 

on 31st March 2020 

 

Telephone and postal donations 
Unfortunately under the current 

circumstances regarding Covid-19, we are 

unable to take any donations by post.  

Please give via the website where possible 

or call 020 7523 2269 to donate by 

telephone. 

Paying directly into our bank account 
For details on how to pay money directly 

into our bank account please call 020 7523 

2226. 

Payroll giving 
Did you know that you can make a regular, 

tax-free donation to Christian Aid directly 

from your pay packet? 

To find out more, email info@christian-

aid.org or call 020 7523 2046.  

mailto:info@christian-aid.org
mailto:info@christian-aid.org
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Well what a strange time we are going 

through at the moment, I hope that you 

are all keeping well and following the 

advice being given to us. I know 

personally I am finding it very difficult to 

stay in the house and not go out anywhere 

but at least I am still able to keep busy 

and do some work from home. I am sure 

that we will all get used to it in the end. 

 

There is lots going on in the background, 

as the Church never stops, wether it’s 

Barbara’s live streaming services for us, 

which I must say I am finding very 

moving, (I can not believe how upsetting 

it was to see the church empty on 

Mothering Sunday), Tilly setting up a 

WhatsApp group for us as another way 

for us to keep in contact to Yvonne 

Kerridge’s Pastoral work. 

 

We are following all the guidelines issued 

by the Diocese. Barbara has asked 

Michael Riley to check the church 

building once a week to make sure that it 

is good order, she has also asked Brian 

Kerridge to do the same with the church 

hall although he will not be able to access 

that this week as the floor in the hall is 

being done and following safe distancing 

he is leaving the gentleman who is doing 

it the space to complete the floor and will 

check the hall after this is completed. 

Brian Hirst will be keeping an eye on the 

church finances so that we will not be met 

with any nasty surprises when we are all 

back to normal. 

 

Following the Diocese’s advice on 

support for good mental health, they have 

issued 5 simple tips to deal with 

loneliness and isolation aid this: 

 

 

Pray. Light a candle, if safe, and pray for 

hope, faith and strength to keep loving 

and caring each other during this time of 

struggle. 

Talk about how you feel. I know we are 

phoning and talking to each other and I 

am going to try calling everyone on the 

Electoral Roll, to chat and to make sure 

that you know that there is always 

someone for you to call if you need to 

talk. 

Focus on things you can change, not on 

things you can’t.  

Look after yourself – physically, 

emotionally, spiritually  

Look after others. Even if only in small 

ways, make that long overdue phone call 

or send that  email, that you have been 

putting off as you just don’t seem to have 

time to do as now you have no more 

excuses and I’m sure that it will bring a 

smile not only to your face but to the 

recipient of your call/email.  

 

Yvonne Kerridge has set up small groups 

that are being encouraged to phone each 

other to check if there is anything we can 

do for each other during this difficult time 

and to make sure we all know that we are 

still all here ready to support each other. 

REMEMBER YOU ARE NOT 

ALONE! 

 

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow 

of your mercy in this time of 

uncertainty and distress. Sustain and 

support the anxious and fearful, and 

lift up all who are brought low; that we 

may rejoice in your comfort knowing 

that nothing can separate us from your 

love in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Amen 

 

Yvonne Stevenson Churchwarden 
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Hi everybody 

 

Diane and I are adjusting to this massive 

change to our lifestyle, I am keeping busy 

doing long awaited jobs like clearing my 

cluttered garage etc.  Diane also is miss-

ing her role as Chaplain at HMP Styal 

which obviously is putting a lot of pres-

sure on the rest of Chaplaincy Team who 

are not self isolating but she also is doing 

long overdue jobs de cluttering and sort-

ing out our wardrobes so there will be lots 

of clothes going to charity which is a 

positive thing.  I am keeping in touch by 

telephone with members of our Church 

family and grateful for other members 

who are phoning us plus Barbara is work-

ing very hard by sending the weekly Sun-

day services so we can join in. 

 

 

We are praying for everyone who has 

been affected by this horrible virus and 

thinking of so many people who are in a 

much worse situation than we are and 

lighting candles in the hope the light of 

Christ will cover the darkness.  Stay safe 

everyone -Philippians 4:25-26 “do not be 

anxious about anything, but in every 

situation, by prayer and petition with 

thanksgiving present your requests to 

God. And the peace of God which tran-

scends all understanding will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus”. 

 

With Love in Christ 

 

Harry Thomas - Churchwarden 

How quickly can you 
get from the top left 
hand corner to the 
bottom right hand 
corner? 
 
Email your time to 
salestpaul@aol.com 
 
We might even 
manage to arrange a 
prize for the fastest! 
Go on—what are you 
waiting for?? 
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What a whirlwind the last 7 days have 

been, certainly for me and many others, 

trying to acclimatise to a new way of 

living and ‘being’.  

 

On a personal front I’m one of the lucky 

ones, working for a multi-national 

company I can work from home.  Having 

said that, scrutinising insurance 

documents on a lap top when I usually 

have two large screens is somewhat 

difficult!  I count my blessings though and 

it’s a case of ‘staying at home and saving 

lives’, apart from getting essential 

supplies for ourselves and my elderly 

parents and now, may be, my daughter 

and her household as they are self-

isolating for 14 days.  I’ve also 

volunteered for the Anxiety UK helpline 

and will be wading through 8 sets of 

training documents later this week when 

I’ve finished my weekly paid 

employment. 

 

I’ve found that one of the most important 

things is to try and stick to some sort of 

routine, if possible, despite the fact that 

we might be tempted to do otherwise and, 

may be, pick up an old hobby or start a 

new one which I’ve still yet to do. 

 

On a pastoral front at church, Barbara and 

I sat down together, before lock down, 

and went through the Church Electoral 

Roll, making contact lists and allocating 

these to ourselves and a few others.  We 

have tried to make sure that we keep in 

contact with as many worshippers as 

possible.  There will be an inevitable 

overlap with is good and many other 

conversations between friends which is 

also good and keeps us all connected. 

 

If you know of a particular need either for 

yourself or anyone else from church 

please do let me know as I have had offers 

of help from some younger church 

members. I also know that many other 

church members are helping members of 

our congregation who are ‘sheilding’. 

 

I have been given the name of a pharmacy 

deliver service which has been 

recommended in case anyone needs such 

a service.  

 

High Speed Pharmacy, Caidan House, 

Canal Road, Timperly. WA14 1TD – 

0161 302 7637 

 www.highspeedpharmacy.co.uk 

 

Remember, Jesus said “Come to me, all 

you who are weary and burdened, and I 

will give you rest.”  It is vital that as well 

as keeping connected with others, we 

keep connected with God by either 

watching St Paul’s videos, the Archbishop 

of Canterbury live on TV or other worship 

programmes.  There are lots of worship 

resources too on-line or there are some 

that we can post out from church for 

personal prayer.  For some, lighting a 

candle provides a reflective atmosphere 

for prayer. 

 

Keep in touch and keep safe. 

 

Yours in Christ 

Yvonne Kerridge 

Licensed Pastoral Worker 

http://www.highspeedpharmacy.co.uk
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In these strange and worrying times I am 

aware that in some ways we are more 

privileged than many here on the farm.  

Out of the window two noisy Canada 

Geese who make an annual Spring visit to 

our reservoir are chasing 2 Mallard Ducks 

away who have been setting up home for 

a few weeks now.  Ploughing and planting 

are continuing well after darkness falls to 

catch up after the wet Winter and the male 

pheasants have their Spring feathers, 

strutting about and squawking after a 

mate. 

 

Our first tiny lambs came from Yorkshire 

on Sunday and the banks of the stream are 

teeming with daffodils.  The moles are 

also (too) busy- 73 caught up to now!  It 

really is the loveliest time of the year and 

a reminder of the immense power and 

beauty of the natural world even at times 

like this. 

 

The lambs are still keeping very close to 

their mothers but within a couple of 

weeks they start to hang about in teenage 

gangs away from mummy.  But if we 

walk past they quickly run back to safety.  

Occasionally 4 go to the same sheep and 

confused chaos occurs before order is 

quickly restored.  Lambs are always 

drawn back to their known place of safety, 

even among hundreds of others.  This 

image comes to mind when I hear the 

story of the Good Shepherd from John 10. 

 

In some ways this situation is not unlike 

living in Malawi where we have to live 

more simply and eat what is available 

rather than what you might like.  As going 

to the shops takes much longer and some 

rationing is in place now, we think more 

carefully about food, how to be more 

imaginative cooks and be less wasteful.  If 

ever just a tiny bit of chocolate reached us 

out there the news spread like wildfire and 

it was shared around.  Also similar to 

Africa is the need for patience and good 

humour when things don’t work such as 

deliveries and other systems we take for 

granted.  But there I made some of my 

most enduring and deep friendships 

because we all had more time for each 

other and experienced everything from 

breakdowns to malaria, and made our own 

fun in a country without TV.  In some 

ways it is good to see families walking 

together here, being creative and 

neighbours helping each other. 

 

Oh, and we also had had to cut each 

other’s hair which may well be happening 

here quite soon! 

 

Anne 
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Hi everyone, 

 

Pleased to say that Eric and I are 

becoming used to being locked in. 

 

We are both keeping ourselves busy, 

attacking some of those jobs that we have 

putting off for some time and making sure 

that each day we enjoy some time doing 

our hobbies and interests.  We are using 

the internet, What’s App, email and the 

telephone to keep in touch with family 

and friends.  We will be dab hands at 

Facetime when this is all over.  We are 

blessed that we are well supported by 

family, friends, neighbours and the church 

community. 

 

Our garden is such a blessing although 

Eric’s fight against the weeds is a 

continual battle.  He loves to get outside 

to be with nature or to have a cigarette! 

 

The Stay Safe slogan is being used to 

motivate us to get through this difficult 

situation and as the Safeguarding Office 

for our church, I think it can act as a 

reminder to remember those in our society 

who are vulnerable.   Remember if you 

have any concerns about the physical and 

mental wellbeing of anyone or even you, 

please contact me, Yvonne Kerridge one 

of our Pastoral Workers or the Vicar.  A 

worry shared is a worry halved. 

 

We are in God’s hands, let him surround 

you with his love. 

 

Carole  

 

Carole Shakeshaft 

Safeguarding Officer 

 0161 969 6319 or  

email  e.shakeshaft@ntlworld.com 

 

Yvonne Kerridge 

Licensed Pastoral Worker 

 0161 962 4066 

 

Revd Barbara Sharp 

Vicar 

 0161 973 1042 
 

Easter Story  
 
The thud of nails on open palms, 
‘Father forgive’ was all He said, 
‘Finished’ was His final cry, 
As death approached God bowed His head. 
 
Born of a woman He entered our world, 
Fully man yet fully divine, 
Such is the mystery beyond comprehension 
That One such as this should step into time. 
 
He came to die and rise again 
The first fruits of the Father’s love, 
That man should follow in His train 
On wings of light to realms above. 
 

By Megan Carter 
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1st April   Wednesday 
2nd April   Thursday  10.00am  BCP Communion 
3rd April   Friday 
4th April   Saturday  
5th April   Sunday   8,30am  BCP Communion 
Palm Sunday     10.00am  Parish Eucharist 
        6.00pm  Evensong 
6th April   Monday   7.00pm  Stations of the Cross 
7th April   Tuesday 
8th April   Wednesday  9am, 11am 1pm 3pm At Home Quiet Day 
              (see page 3) 
9th April   Thursday  10.00am  BCP Communion 
Maundy Thursday    7.30pm  The Last Supper 
10th April  Friday   1.00pm  Good Friday Devotions 
Good Friday       
11th April  Saturday   8.00pm  Easter Vigil 
Easter Eve 
12th April  Sunday   8.30am  BCP Communion 
Easter Sunday     10.00am  Parish Eucharist 
        6.00pm  Evensong 
13th April  Monday 
14th April  Tuesday 
15th April  Wednesday 
16th April  Thursday  10.00am  BCP Communion 
17th April  Friday 
18th April  Saturday 
19th April  Sunday   8.30am  BCP Communion 
Low Sunday      10.00am  Parish Eucharist 
        6.00pm  Evensong 
20th April  Monday 
21st April  Tuesday 
22nd April  Wednesday 
23rd April  Thursday  10.00am  BCP Communion 
24th April  Friday 
25th April  Saturday 
26th April  Sunday   8.30am  BCP Communion 
        10.00am  Parish Eucharist 
        6.00pm  Evensong 
27th April  Monday 
28th April  Tuesday 
29th April  Wednesday 
30th April  Thursday  10.00am  BCP Communion 
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St. Paul’s Parish Directory 
 

Incumbent     Revd. Barbara Sharp *   973-1042 
              07779319167 
Reader      Michael Riley   *   969-2795 
Reader In Training   Rob Chilton   *   905-2507 
Reader Emeritus    Ann Morris   *   973-1042 
Pastoral Workers:    Yvonne Kerridge  *   962-4066 
       Karen Salisbury  *   283-8309 
Churchwardens:    Harry Thomas  *   969-4397 
       Yvonne Stevenson *   2831065 
Treasurer to the PCC:   Brian Hirst   *   969-8463 
Secretary to the PCC:    
Parish Assistant:    Anne Ibbotson  *   962-1727 
Director of Music:    Anne Allen   *  01925-763103 
Assistant Organists:   John Clisset      962-2096 
       Kevin Drury      962-7963 
Junior Church    David Allen     01925-763103 
Parish Giving Officer    Brian Kerridge  *   962-4066 
Electoral Roll Officer:   Yvonne Stevenson *   283-1065 
Parish News Editor:   Karen Salisbury  *   283-8309 
Bible Reading Fellowship:  Rachel Lee      973-1282 
Men’s Society:    Michael Riley   *   969-2795 

Women’s Tuesday Group:  Diana Kelly   *   973-4578 
St. Paul’s Babes & Tots  Rachel Lee      973-1282 
Tower Warden:    Ian Moore       
Christian Aid:     Anita Evans      973-4679 
Children’s Society:   Sheila Clarke   *   962-4678 
Church Hall Bookings:   Eileen Craven  *   283 7668  
Badminton Group:   Brian Walker      962-4502 
4

th
 Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Brownies: Vicky Williams  07986 525898  

4
th
 Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Guides:  As above 

     Parish Office     962-0082 
     Parish Office e-mail  salestpaul@aol.com 
     Hall Bookings   salestpaulshall@gmail.com 

Names above marked with * are members of the Parochial Church Council 

Parish Organisations 
Monday  
Tuesday  9.30am  St. Paul’s Babes & Tots 
   6.15pm  4

th
 Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Brownies 

   7.30pm  4
th
 Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Guides 

   1.00pm  Women’s Tuesday Group (2
nd

 of every month) 
Wednesday 8.00pm  Badminton Group 
Thursday  9.30am  St. Paul’s Babes & Tots 
   7.30pm  Chorister Training and Choir Practice  
   8.00pm  Men’s Society (last of every month Sept to May but not Dec) 
Friday  1.00pm  Community Choir 
Saturday  9.30am  Open Church 
   10.30am  Charity Coffee Morning 


