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Happy new year to you all.  I hope it is a 
good one and that it brings peace and 
prosperity, especially to people in need 
and there are so many in need of healing, 
of help so many broken people.  I do hope 
that this year we see a change in the 
economy that enables the poor to be 
raised up, that we see a change in politics 
that enables the voiceless to be heard, that 
we see a change in the attitudes that 
divide people and discover what we have 
in common and become truly inclusive.  
 
I know that many will feel my hopes are 
in vain and I know that it would take a 
vast amount of change for those things to 
happen, but, my dear friends, we follow a 
leader who stood up for exactly that. We 
follow a leader was, is still, an advocate 
of the poor, a voice for the voiceless, a 
champion of the oppressed, a healer of the 
sick, a  leader who consorted willingly 
with the ‘wrong’ sort of people. We 
follow a leader who, despite praying in 
the Garden of Gethsemane that there 
could be another way did what he could to 
right the wrongs of this world. And what 
he did brought salvation to us all. 
  
I think too often we think of baby Jesus in 
the manger, the baby whose birth we 
celebrate at Christmas and set aside the 
man he became.  We look for a faith that 
is full of comfort, cosiness and the 
cuddliness of a baby, for a path that is 
easy to tread whereas if we truly follow 
our leader we may well be led on difficult 
and sometimes lonely pathways.  Led to 

places where we are a lone voice crying 
out often very much in the wilderness. 
Led to places where people are desperate 
and in great need, where people are in 
despair and living in fear.  This year as the 
wise men journey to see the baby go with 
them but look further than that small 
child,   look through the eyes of the  wise 
men and see not a small child but a 
saviour.  See the man he became, the one 
who saved you and me.  Then look around 
the world  see the changes that have 
happened in his name, the work that his 
followers have done through the 
centuries, the teaching, the preaching, the 
helping, the caring and ask what changes 
can you help with.  Ask how you can 
serve your king and your community.  
Then having asked be ready to help make 
the changes that are needed to make the 
world a fairer safer place for all God’s 
children.  
 
This year let our prayer be that all the 
members of this church live up to our 
vision of loving God and serving our 
community so that within our community 
we may open others eyes to the light of 
Christ. 
 
Yours in Christ  
Barbara  
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Tuesday Group 
 
We wish all our members a very Happy 
Christmas and New Year. 
 
In January, a lunch has been booked at the 
Aspire Restaurant on Tuesday, 24th 
January 2017, please be there promptly at 
12noon. 
 
Sadly, at the beginning of December, 
Margaret Walker peacefully passed away.  
She had suffered from a stroke that took 
place in 2010.  Margaret has been a long 
standing, active member of Tuesday Group 
having served as a leader and committee 
member for many years.  We will miss her 
very much but remember her friendship 
and the good times that we all shared 
together at St. Paul’s. 
 
Rest in Peace Margaret. 
 
Joyce Littlewood 

New Year Prayer 
2017 
 

Lord of the Years, 
At the start of this New Year we ask for 
your presence, protection and guidance for 
every minute of every day of every month 
ahead. 
Thank you that we do not go into this New 
Year alone. Thank you for loving us so 
much that you gave us Jesus to lead us to 
you. 
May we commit ourselves afresh to serve 
you, to love you and to share your love 
with those who don’t yet know you. 
May we make a difference for your 
Kingdom in 2017. 
In Jesus name. 
Amen 

By Daphne Kitching 

Change to  
Working Hours 

 
This month I change from full to part time 
hours.  My on duty  days will be Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  If you need 
to speak to me urgently on other days I can 
be contacted on either my landline or 
mobile phone both of these numbers are 
on page 16.  If you are not sure about 
contacting me then either do so or talk to 
one of the Ministry Team or a member of 
the PCC who can advice you on whether 
you should call me or not.  
 
The ministry team are Michael Riley, Ann 
Morris, Yvonne Kerridge, Karen  Salisbury 
contact numbers are  on the back of the 
magazine.  PCC members are listed with 
contact numbers either on pages 12 or 16. 
 
Barbara  
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The month of January is named after the 
Roman god Janus, who is depicted with 
two faces. We may look back to the old 
year with sadness or regret, but how can 
we make a fresh start at the beginning of 
2017? The apostle Paul writes ‘But one 
thing I do: forgetting what is behind and 
straining towards what is ahead, I press 
on towards the goal to win the prize for 
which God has called me heavenwards in 
Christ Jesus.’ (Philippians 3:13,14). 
 
Firstly, if you want a new start, you need 
to forget the things which are behind. 
Paul pictures himself as an athlete running 
for Christ, yet not looking back. He 
refused to allow his past sins and failures 
to define who he was. By God’s grace, he 
no longer saw himself that way. The same 
can be true of ourselves, as we confess 
our sins and receive God’s forgiveness 
and new life. 

 
Secondly, we need to focus on the things 
that lie ahead. The athlete is entirely 
focused on winning the race and gaining 
the prize. Like Paul, we have to be single-
minded in making Jesus the focus of 
everything we do. How can we go deeper 
in our prayer life and Bible reading this 
year? What will it mean to better serve 
Christ in our workplace and career, or 
family and children? 
 
Paul looked forward to the day when he 
would stand before God, and God will 
say, ‘well done, good and faithful 
servant’. In light of all that Jesus had done 
for him, Paul wanted to give his very best 
to Jesus. As we stand at the beginning of 
this New Year, let’s ask ourselves, ‘What 
can I do this year that will help me bring 
glory and honour to God?’ 

Rev Paul Hardingham on letting go of the past. 

New Year, New Life 

Our last meeting of 2016 was a talk by 
Lisa Clarke entitled “Journey to The 
Somme”. It told the personal and poignant 
story of teenager Robert Lillie Spence, the 
older brother of a former member of St 
Paul’s Men’s Society, Harold Spence.  
Harold was Lisa’s Grandfather. 
In 1914 Robert was one of the first 1,000 
to answer Lord Derby’s call to enlist with 
your “Pals” and he joined the 17th 
Battalion of the King’s Liverpool 
Regiment.  Lisa’s painstaking research 
brought many facts to life including many 
war office documents. Sadly Robert was 
killed in the battle of the Somme in 1916 
and he was buried in an unmarked grave.  
In 1928 his body was identified and re-
interred in a war commission cemetery on 
the battlefields of the Somme.  Lisa, along 

with Sheila her mother, attended a number 
of Centenary events marking the Battle of 
the Somme in London, Liverpool and at 
the Somme cemetery.  Our thanks to Lisa 
for bringing the events of 1916 to life. 
In December, some of the members 
erected the Christmas tree in Church. 
Over the years this has become an annual 
tradition. 
The first of the meetings for 2017 is the 
AGM and Hot Pot Supper.  This is on 
Thursday 26th January at 8pm.  All 
members and prospective new members 
are invited to attend but, to assist with the 
catering arrangements, please book a 
place with Michael or John. 
The members of the Men’s Society wish 
all readers a very good New Year. 
John Clisset 

Men’s Society 
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Becoming Reverend 
By Matt Woodcock, CUP, 
£9.99 
 
Meet Woody. Former journalist. Die-hard 
Oasis fan. High energy. Low sperm count. 
Training to be a vicar. Obviously. 
 
Matt Woodcock's frank, funny real-life 
diaries reveal what it was like for him to 
train as a vicar while struggling against all 
odds to become a father. In them he lays 
bare his joys and struggles as he attempts 
to reconcile his calling as a vicar with his 
life as a party-loving journalist, footy-
freak and incorrigible extrovert. 

Credible Witnesses 
By John Parr,  Kevin 
Mayhew, £15.99 
 
John’s Gospel includes a broad spectrum 
of witnesses to Jesus, whose wide-ranging 
responses and stories are an attempt to 
persuade audiences of their points of view 
on Jesus, which range from positive to 
negative. The evangelist wants his readers 
to become more confident in their faith, 
hence his desire to tell a credible story (or 
series of stories) about Jesus. 
 
Credible Witnesses follows John’s lead by 
allowing many of his characters to speak 
about Jesus by telling their stories. This 
involves imagination and even conjecture 
at times. In each of the chapters of this 
book, a character’s testimony is 
illuminated with some background 
information, before going on to show how 
John uses the testimony as part of the 
witness of his Gospel as a whole. Each 
chapter ends with some reflections that 
help to draw John’s Gospel into the 
present. 
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‘Once upon a time’ is the traditional way 
to begin a story. In the Bible it might be 
‘in the days of’ or ‘it came to pass’: those 
words introduce us to the wealth of stories 
in Scripture. We read stories about the 
triumph of good over evil, others that are 
full of derring-do, and yet others that are 
heart-rending and poignant. And all of 
them revolve around colourful 
individuals. This year we shall be 
exploring that treasury of stories narrated 
in the Bible – it might be a patriarch or a 
king, a mother or a wife, a disciple or an 
evangelist. We shall see them described in 

Scripture and also reflected in a painting 
or sculpture. 
 
We begin this year with Noah and the 
Flood, vividly described in Genesis and 
taken up by the Chester Mystery Plays 
and Britten’s ‘Noye’s Fludde.’ God’s 
intention at the Flood is to judge the 

world and purify it, but to save a remnant. 
He chooses Noah, a just man, who with 
his family will be saved to people that 
renewed world. Like the other stories, we 
see human figures caught up in God’s 
plans, and they abound in the glorious 
mosaics that decorate the interior of the 
magnificent 12th century cathedral of 
Monreale, near Palermo in Sicily. 
 
Among the scenes depicted there, one 
mosaic shows Noah and his family 
looking out of the ark. The bodies floating 
in the water are signs of the old sinful 

world, but 
Noah is 
leaning out 
to welcome 
back the 
dove. It 
bears an 
olive twig – 
a sign that 
the waters 
h a v e 
receded. The 
dove and the 
olive twig 
promise a 
new earth 
and a new 
l i f e  t o 

faithful Noah, who will preside over that 
reborn world. January marks a new year 
for us, and our hopes echo this scene as 
we pray for our world and a renewed 
desire for peace and harmony in it. 

Outstanding people in great stories of the Bible - as depicted in painting or sculpture – 
that is the theme of God in the Arts this year.  Reverend Michael Burgess begins way back 
– with Noah and the Flood. 
 

God in the Arts – Noah and the Flood 
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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2017 
January 18th to 25th 
‘Crossing Barriers’ 

 

 

Lunchtime Services 12 noon til 12:30pm 
followed by tea / coffee.  

Please bring packed lunch if you wish to stay and eat together 
 

Weds Jan 18th Trinity Methodist Church, Trinity Road 
Thurs Jan 19th St Anne’s Church of England, Church Road 
Fri Jan 20th  St Francis’ Church of England, Budworth Road 
Sat Jan 21st  St Paul’s Church of England, Springfield Road 
Mon Jan 23rd  Sale Moor Methodist Church, Northenden Road 
Tues Jan 24th  Sale United Reformed Church, Montague Road 
Weds Jan 25th The Avenue Methodist Church, The Avenue 

 

Evening United Service 
Sunday January 22nd 

7pm at  
Ashton Upon Mersey United Reformed Church  

Whitefield Road, M33 6NZ 
 

Everyone is welcome to attend any of these services 
For details contact Rev Glayne Worgan 0161 755 3357  
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Margaret Walker 
29th January 1938—1st December 2016 

My first memories of Margaret were of 
when we shared together the teaching of 
the 5-7 years olds in Sunday school here 
at St. Paul’s 22 years ago.  Margaret was a 
gentle lady who had a great love of 
children. 
 
Margaret was very active both at church 
and in her wider life and was a true 
servant of God.  She was a member of St. 
Paul’s Women’s Tuesday Group for over 
30 years, eventually becoming a 
committee member and later a leader of 
the group.  Margaret was also a member 
of the Mothers’ Union and I am told was 
always eager to get to the meetings.  She 
helped with flower arranging and ran 
coffee mornings to raise money for 
Macmillan Cancer Relief and she was 
also a member of the Pastoral Link 
visiting scheme which was an important 
part of her ministry to others.  Margaret 

enjoyed reading the lessons at the main 
Sunday service which she continued to do 
in recent years despite her disability.  
 
In addition to enjoying her garden, she 
loved writing poetry which she was very 
good at as we’ve heard today and reading 
poetry written by others.  Margaret liked 
amateur dramatics and I remember her 
rendition of one of Pam Ayres poems after 
our Harvest supper one year – what struck 
me the most was Margaret’s humorous 
impersonation of Pam Ayres and how 
much laughter there was. 
 
Margaret was a member of Sale Flower 
Club and also had many other hobbies 
such as knitting, tapestry and was superb 
at cake decorating, icing cakes and 
baking. She made many scrumptious 
deserts and chocolate soufflé ‘to die for’! 
 
Margaret was born in Welshampton, 
North Shropshire in January 1938 one of 
four children of Flo and Bert.  Sadly, 
Michael & Peter Margaret’s brothers have 
died but Margaret  is survived by her 
sister Rose.  Margaret and her siblings 
were brought up by her Grandma as her 
mother had died when Margaret was only 
5 and because her father was serving in 
the Army. She was very fond of where she 
grew up and often recounted stories of her 
early years. 
 
Margaret attended the village primary 
school in Welshampton and later 
Oswestry Girls High School. She left 
school at 16 and left home to train in 
Neath as a telephonist and then began her 
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first job working for the telephone 
exchange in Ellesmere, Shropshire which 
she enjoyed enormously. 
 
She also worked at J D Williams a Mail 
Order Company on the switchboard then 
later for the newspapers, again on the 
switchboard, at Withy Grove in 
Manchester. 
 
Margaret & Brian met at Butlins Holiday 
Camp in Pwhelli by chance.  Brian had 
gone with a group of friends as had 
Margaret and whilst walking out one day 
they happened to meet. The relationship 
blossomed and they married one year later 
in 1958. 
 
Their first home was in Thornbury Road, 
Stretford and whilst living there Anthony, 
Mike and Carole were born. 
 
After bringing up the children Margaret 
returned to work, this time at Giddings & 
Dayker a Plumbers Merchants in Old 
Trafford  carrying out general office 
duties. 
 
In the 1970’s Margaret re-trained at 
college to become a Nursery Nurse as she 
loved being with children and started 
working  at Brookburn County Primary 
school in Chorlton where she worked for 
over 20 years until her retirement.  
Working at Brookburn was a big part of 
Margaret’s life and she was much loved at 
school. Margaret had truly found her 
vocation. 
 
Margaret’s faith had been formed firstly at 
St. Michael’s in Welshampton and then at 
St. Peter’s in Stretford.  It wasn’t until 
1980 that the family moved to Sale and 
started worshipping at St. Paul’s. 

 
A few years before Margaret retired her 
first grandchild Josh was born, followed 
by Marcus and Alicia. Margaret was a 
doting Grandmother.  She was so happy to 
have grandchildren whom she adored and 
looked after at every opportunity. 
 
There were many holiday in the 
mountains and lakes of Austria and Italy 
where scenic walks were enjoyed.  Ocean 
cruising was also a favourite as were trips 
to visit family in Canada. 
 
When Margaret retired she extended her 
voluntary work to listen to children read 
at Springfield Primary School which she 
loved.  She also  helped out at the crèche 
at Styal Women’s Prison, in-between 
looking after her grandchildren and being 
involved in her many hobbies. 
 
Margaret has been described by some of 
her church friends as someone who was 
full of fun, who always looked on the 
bright side of life, who always saw the 
good in people and as a very nice 
Christian lady 
 
Sadly, Margaret suffered a stroke in 2009 
which left her partially paralysed.  One 
thing is clear though, despite Margaret’s 
suffering, she had an inner peace and was 
sustained by her close walk with God 
which helped her enormously during these 
last difficult years.  
 
Margaret chose the hymns that are being 
sung today, The Lord is My Shepherd and 
All Things Bright and Beautiful and these 
hymns mirror her deep faith and her 
cheery personality.  The Lord, was indeed, 
Margaret’s shepherd. 
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Box Opening 
 
We will be emptying and counting 
the boxes on Friday, 13th January 
2017 at 7pm in the Church Hall. 
 
 Please bring your boxes into 
Church in time for the counting.   
 
If you would like your box 
collecting please get in touch with 
Sheila Clarke (962 4678). 
 
Many thanks for your support. 
 
Sheila Clarke 

In the reading from John’s Gospel we hear 
of there being room in the heavenly realm 
for all who believe that Jesus Christ is the 
Way, the Truth and the Life. 
 
We bid farewell to Margaret and despite 
the sadness of the loss we feel today, we 
give thanks for Margaret’s life and for the 
blessings that she brought to so many 
people.  We also face the future, just as 
Margaret did, with courage and hope 
knowing that this is what she would want 
us to do.  We comfort one another in the 
sure confidence that Margaret’s life has 
changed but not ended and that she is in 
the place prepared for her, in the Lord’s 
house, at peace, in God’s presence, in life 
everlasting. 
 
Margaret’s family would like to express 
their thanks to the staff at Wincourt 
Private Nursing Home for their kindness 
and care during the past 17 months. 

 
When I met with Margaret’s family to 
gather the information for this eulogy I 
was struck by the number of sympathy 
cards that had been received, a sure 
testament to the affection and esteem that 
people held for Margaret – such a lovely, 
kind and popular person. 
 
I remember Margaret  as a gentle, caring, 
cheerful lady, whose faith, especially in 
adversity, was an example to all.  You will 
all have your own memories. 
 
May you rest in peace Margaret and rise 
in God’s glory. 
Amen. 
 
Yvonne Kerridge – Pastoral Worker 
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Devote yourselves to prayer, being 
watchful and thankful. And pray for us, 
too, that God may open a door for our 
message, so that we may proclaim the 
mystery of Christ, for which I am in 
chains. Colossians 4: 2-3 
6th –Epiphany Jesus for all John 3:16 
Because of Jesus we can have the free gift 
of eternal life with Him. Give thanks for 
Jesus’ death and resurrection. Pray that 
churches will work together using both 
words and actions to make Jesus known. 
Consider how churches in your area can 
work together to plan a rhythm of mission 
through 2018, especially at Easter, 
Harvest and Christmas. 
Heavenly Father, we long to see lives in 
our villages, towns and cities transformed 
by your love. We pray that churches will 
catch the vision to reach out with words 
and action to make Jesus known. Rekindle 
passion for evangelism in this area. Help 
us to find creative ways to connect with 
people in our community so they find 
Jesus for themselves. 
Roy Crowne, HOPE’s Executive Director 
 
13th Pray for five Colossians 4:2-3  
We discovered in the Talking Jesus 
research (www.talkingjesus.org) that one 
in five of the people we talk to about 
Jesus wants to know more. So join us as 
we each pray for five of our friends or 
family members who don’t know Jesus. 
You could set an alarm on your phone to 
remind you each day to pray for your five. 
Pray that you are given opportunities to 
share about Jesus with them and that they 
come to follow Jesus for themselves. 
 Lord Jesus, Please lead (name your 5) 
…….. to know, love and follow you. 
Use me to show them your love and to tell 
them about you. Amen 
Dr Rachel Jordan-Wolf, Church of 
England 
 

20th  Crossing barriers John 17: 22-23  
HOPE unites the church across 
denominations, race, culture and customs. 
An unprecedented number of churches are 
committed to mission in 2018. The dream 
is to grow the church by 10%. Thank God 
for churches working together. Pray that 
Christians will show God’s reconciling 
love and peace. 
Almighty God and Father, we praise you 
for the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ. We 
join with Him praying ‘your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven’. Help us to work with 
Christians from other churches to make 
Jesus known in this place in 2018, so that 
lives will be transformed by God’s 
redeeming love. We pray in Jesus’ mighty 
name. Amen 
Revd Yemi Adedeji, Redeemed Christian 
Church of God 
 
27th  Hope for prisoners Acts 16:25 
Lives can be changed for good in prison. 
Praise God for all who work in prisons. 
Pray for protection for prison officers and 
their families; for all involved in the 
Prison HOPE initiative to link churches, 
prison chaplains and organisations 
involved with prisoners, former prisoners 
and their families. Consider: how could 
your church pray for and link with the 
local prison. 
Gracious Lord, who told us to look for 
you in the isolated and the excluded, 
bless, we pray, the efforts of Prison Hope 
to stir up your Church. Give us wisdom to 
restore the fallen, encourage the 
fainthearted, welcome the stranger, and 
proclaim the year of the Lord's favour – 
even the redemption of our debt through 
your grace and mercy. Amen. 
Bishop James Langstaff, Bishop to 
Prisons 
Download Friday Focus from 
www.hopetogther.org.uk/prayer 

Friday Focus prayers for January 2017 

http://www.hopetogther.org.uk/prayer�
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Examine yourselves to see whether you 
are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you 
not realise that Christ Jesus is in you..?   
2 Corinthians 13:5 
 
The Bible encourages us to test whether 
we are right with God. New Year is a 
time to think whether we are legally on 
the right lines. 
 
Are you in love and charity with your 
neighbours? This includes the people in 
your street and those on the other side of 
the world. We ought to be charitable,  but 
think about charity giving. Do you need 
to review which organisations you 
support?  If you are on less than good 
terms with some neighbours, New Year 
might be a time to mend fences in more 
than one way!  
 
Are your affairs in order? If you could 
not make decisions for yourself, who 
would do it? If you passed on are your 
wishes clear and your assets easy to sort 
out.   
 
Are you a model citizen?  Do you walk 
round with your eyes open or turn a blind 
eye? We should complain if necessary 
and thank the authorities if they do a 
good job. Think about joining a 
neighbourhood watch scheme or perhaps 
even standing for a local authority or 
parish council. 

 
We are told to follow the commandments 
of God. It is probably motoring that 
causes most conflict with the law. Are 
you a good, careful considerate driver or 
do you take chances?  
 
Do you protect yourself against risk? Are 
your car, property, and life insurances up 
to date? Do you know what your policy 
covers? It may include legal insurance.  
 
Are you a good consumer? Do you shop 
at responsible places? Do you know your 
rights and complain when needed or let 
the managers know if an employee has 
been helpful? Do you check you are 
getting a good deal? Some businesses 
offer good prices to new customers and 
hope the old ones just renew each year 
without looking if they could do better.  
 
Are you vigilant? Do you keep your 
details safe? This includes your personal 
information such as dates of birth, papers 
and remembering to change passwords 
regularly.  Have a legal and happy New 
Year!  

David Pickup suggests a ‘personal review’ as the New Year begins. 
 

Are you legal, decent, honest and truthful? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+13%3A5&version=NIV�
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New Year 
(Psalm 139) 
 
A new year! 
 
We look back to the old, 
to the leaving, gladly or sadly. 
We look ahead to the unknown, 
to days which might bring love, or loss. 
In our own strength, with our own wisdom 
this is a scary place. 
But our God is already there - 
ahead and behind. 
He created us. 
He knows all our days. 
So we need not be afraid. 
In Him we are secure 
for this new year and forever. 
He will be with us 
if we trust, 
lift up our eyes 
and walk on. 
 
And, with His help, we can. 
 
By Daphne Kitching  

A New Year’s 
Resolution?   
 
The year has gone, what have we done 
To share the love that Jesus gives? 
He’s touched our lives, made us anew 
This is the Lord’s most precious gift. 
 
The will of God is plainly shown 
That all be saved and come to Him, 
With arms outstretched to welcome us 
As upon the cross when He took our sin. 
 
So many lives in darkness held, 
Poor blinded eyes that cannot see, 
But prayer can take the scales away 
So they may know God’s  liberty. 
. 
Why not resolve this year to pray 
That God would send the gentle Dove? 
To bring salvation to each heart 
So they can know His Calvary love. 
 
By Megan Carter  
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Members of the Parochial 
Church Council not listed 
on page 16 and their phone 
numbers 
 
Clive Bancroft   286-1684 
Robert Chilton   905-2507 
Jane Gigner-Hollies  962-0195 
Sian Gissing 
Diana Kelly   973-4578 
Rob Moodie   0797-350-2047 
Tilly Rothwell   07792421862 
Paul Rothwell   074159227036 
 

They’re there in most Nativity plays, 
resplendent in regal gowns and cardboard 
crowns, carrying their gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh.  
 
Actually, the Church celebrates the 
coming of these exotic people to the 
stable at Bethlehem not at Christmas but 
now, in January, in a season called 
‘Epiphany’.  
 
The word means ‘revealing’, and it 
reminds us that the Saviour was a gift to 
the whole world – even Gentiles from ‘the 
East’ were welcome at His coming. The 
story of the Wise Men, as we usually call 
them (but more accurately the Magi), is a 
‘revealing’ – the ‘new king’ was to be the 
Saviour of the world, ‘good news for all 
people’, as the angels proclaimed to the 
shepherds. 
 
The name ‘Magi’ should alert us to their 
true role. They were ‘wise’ in the sense 
that they knew and studied the stars, but 

their primary trade was fortune-telling. 
‘Magi’ is the root of our word ‘magic’, 
and people like them held the ancient 
world in thrall to their predictions. In the 
Greek and Roman world of the time no 
major decision would be made without 
their sanction. Think of Shakespeare’s 
Julius Caesar and the superstitious fear 
that dominated people’s lives.  
 
Yet when these powerful representatives 
of the world of magic, portent and fear 
came to the stable, they prostrated 
themselves before the infant Jesus, as they 
gave Him their gifts. Thus, as the first 
Christians saw it, the old world of fear 
and superstition gave way to the new 
world of love, grace and faith. That was 
the ‘revealing’ that we celebrate in 
Epiphany – not some elderly men 
bringing gifts to a baby, but a baby 
bringing to the world the greatest gift of 
all, a Saviour. 

Canon David Winter considers the role of the Magi 
 

 We, three kings?  
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ASHBROOKS  
Quality Furniture, Beds and Carpets 

Visit our showrooms at:- 
16-20 Washway Road, Sale 
Telephone: 0161-973-3406 

Arthur Gresty Limited 
Trafford Funeral Homes 

24 hour personal family attention from 
a local independent company 

Private Chapels of Rest 
Tel: 0161-973-1515 

For a Caring Quality Service 
The Independent Funeral  

Director in Sale 

Ian Clarke 
Funeral Services 

151 Northenden Road 
Sale Moor Village 

Tel: 0161-962-4141 (24 hours) 

Sunshine Window Cleaning Company 
 The Local Reliable Window Cleaner 
 

Cleaning the Panes, Frames and Sills using the latest water fed pole 
system, ensuring perfect results everytime 
 

Tricky windows and conservatory roofs handled with ease. 
A family run business with customer satisfaction the only priority. 

No Smears No Streaks 
No Ladders No Hassle 

To see the difference, contact us now for prompt service. 
Tel 0161 9734910 Mob 07921 766022 
e-mail enquiries@sunshinewindowclean.co.uk 
31 Woodbourne Road M33 3SY 

Viking Launderette 
15 Ashton Lane 

Sale 
Tel: 0161-973-8575 

07846 79655 

Pick-Up and Delivery 
Service available on 

request Handyman Harry 

Need a helping hand then 
contact Harry Thomas 
Tel: 0161-969-7794 

mailto:enquiries@sunshinewindowclean.co.uk�
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JANUARY 
2017 

1st January  Sunday  8.30am  BCP Communion 
       10.00am  Parish Eucharist 
       6.00pm  No Evensong 
2nd January  Monday 
3rd January  Tuesday  
4th January  Wednesday  
5th January  Thursday 9.30am  Babes & Tots 
       10.00am  BCP Communion 
6th January  Friday  1.00pm  Community Choir 
7th January  Saturday 9.30am  Open Church 
       10.30am  Charity Coffee Morning 
8th January  Sunday  8.30am  BCP Communion 
       10.00am  Parish Eucharist 
       6.00pm  Evensong Encountering the Bible 
9th January  Monday   
10th January  Tuesday  9.30am  Babes & Tots 
       6.30pm  St. Paul’s Brownies 
       7.30pm  St. Paul’s Guides 
          PCC Meeting 
11th January  Wednesday 
12th January  Thursday 9.30am  Babes & Tots 
       10.00am  Midweek Communion 
13th January  Friday   
14th January  Saturday 9.30am  Open Church 
       10.30am  Charity Coffee Morning 
15th January  Sunday  8.30am  BCP Communion 
       10.00am  Parish Eucharist 
       6.00pm  Evensong 

Deadline for the February 2017 Parish News 
16th January  Monday   
17th January  Tuesday  9.30am  Babes & Tots 
       6.30pm  St. Paul’s Brownies 
       7.30pm  St. Paul’s Guides 
18th January  Wednesday   
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19th January  Thursday 9.30am  Babes & Tots 
       10.00am  BCP Communion 
20th January  Friday  1.00pm  Community Choir 
       7.00pm  Sidespeoples Meal 
21st January  Saturday 9.30am  Open Church 
       10.30am  Charity Coffee Morning 
       12.00noon Service here foe Christian Unity  
22nd January Sunday  8.30am  BCP Communion 
       10.00am  Parish Eucharist 
       6.00pm  No Evensong 
       7.00pm  Service at the end of Christian  
          Unity Week—Whitefield Road, URC 
23rd January  Monday   
24th January  Tuesday  9.30am  Babes & Tots 
       6.30pm  St. Paul’s Brownies 
       7.30pm  St. Paul’s Guides 
25th January  Wednesday  
26th January  Thursday 9.30am  Babes & Tots 
       10.00am  BCP Communion 
27th January  Friday  1.00pm  Community Choir 
28th January  Saturday 9.30am  Open Church 
       10.30am  Charity Coffee Morning 
29th January  Sunday  8.30am  BCP Communion 
       10.00am  Parish Eucharist 
       6.00pm  Evensong 
30th January  Monday   
31st January  Tuesday  9.30am  Babes & Tots 
       6.30pm  St. Paul’s Brownies 
       7.30pm  St. Paul’s Guides 
1st February  Wednesday 
2nd February Thursday 9.30am  Babes & Tots 
       10.00am  BCP Communion 
       7.30pm  Choir Practice 
3rd February  Friday  1.00pm  Community Choir 
4th February  Saturday 9.30am  Open Church 
       10.30am  Charity Coffee Morning 
5th February  Sunday  8.30am  BCP Communion 
       10.00am  Parish Eucharist 
       6.00pm  Evensong 
Open Church – this is for about 1 hour where you can come along and meet with 
the Vicar and book Baptisms, Weddings etc or drop in for private prayer or some 
quiet time 
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St. Paul’s Parish Directory 
 
Incumbent     Revd. Barbara Sharp *   973-1042 
              07779319167  
Reader      Michael Riley   *   969-2795 
Reader Emeritus    Ann Morris   *   973-1042 
Pastoral Workers:    Yvonne Kerridge  *   962-4066 
       Karen Salisbury  *   283-8309 
Churchwardens:    Yvonne Kerridge  *   962-4066 
       Harry Thomas  *   969-7794 
Treasurer:     Brian Hirst   *   969-8463 
Secretary to the PCC:   Rachel Lee   *   973-1282 
Parish Assistant:    Anne Ibbotson – Community Links  962-1727 
Director of Music:    Anne Allen   *  01925-763103 
Assistant Organists:   John Clisset      962-2096 
       Kevin Drury      962-7963 
Junior Church    David Allen     01925-763103 
Parish Giving Officer    Brian Kerridge  *   962-4066 
Electoral Roll Officer:   Yvonne Stevenson     
Parish News Editor:   Karen Salisbury  *   283-8309 
Bible Reading Fellowship:   
Men’s Society:    Michael Riley   *   969-2795 
Women’s Tuesday Group:  Pauline Spriggs     637-6164 
St. Paul’s Babes & Tots  Rachel Lee   *   973-1282 
Tower Warden:    Ian Moore      969-6707 
Christian Aid:     Jeff Cook      969-1767 
Children’s Society:   Sheila Clarke   *   962-4678 
Church Hall Bookings:   Eileen Craven      
Badminton Group:   Brian Walker      962-4502 
4th Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Brownies: Vicky Williams  07986 525898  
4th Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Guides:  Nicola Little    962-8626 
     Parish Office     962-0082 
     Parish Office e-mail  salestpaul@aol.com 
     Hall Bookings   salestpaulshall@gmail.com 
Names above marked with * are members of the Parochial Church Council 

Parish Organisations 
Monday  
Tuesday  9.30am  St. Paul’s Babes & Tots 
   6.15pm  4th Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Brownies 
   7.30pm  4th Sale Central (St. Paul’s) Guides 
   8.15pm  Women’s Tuesday Group (2nd of every month) 
Wednesday 8.00pm  Badminton Group 
Thursday  9.30am  St. Paul’s Babes & Tots 
   7.30pm  Chorister Training and Choir Practice  
   8.00pm  Men’s Society (last of every month Sept to May but not Dec) 
Friday  1.00pm  Community Choir 
Saturday  10.30am  Charity Coffee Morning 


	In December, some of the members erected the Christmas tree in Church. Over the years this has become an annual tradition.
	The first of the meetings for 2017 is the AGM and Hot Pot Supper.  This is on Thursday 26th January at 8pm.  All members and prospective new members are invited to attend but, to assist with the catering arrangements, please book a place with Michael or John.
	The members of the Men’s Society wish all readers a very good New Year.
	John Clisset
	Men’s Society
	Ian Clarke
	Funeral Services
	151 Northenden Road
	Sale Moor Village
	Tel: 0161-962-4141 (24 hours)
	St. Paul’s Parish Directory
				8.00pm		Men’s Society (last of every month Sept to May but not Dec)
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